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PREFACE. 



Amidst the variety of woAa relating to Oxford, 
the pmest will be found to be of a distiiict character 
from all preceding publications : being tbe only em- 
belliahed work which combines the academical with 
the civil history of the place ; traces to their origin 
the Tariooa estabUshmeiitBt which have eziBted at 
different times ; monai>tic, aularian, ecclesiastical, or 
cdlegiate ; and nnites, with illoatratioQa of the most 
interesting vestiges of antK^uUy, all that is most ne- 
cessary to be known respecting statistical, parochial, 

and municipal matters. 

One object has been, to compress within as small a 
space as possible the voluminous materials of former 
writers, and by bringing down the history to our own 
times to give tiie general reader a clearer insight into 
the ancient and present state of the university, city, 
and snbnrbs: another very important object, it is 
hoped, has been realized by the completion of tins 
woric; namely, that of preserving and transmitting 
to posterity, by the employment of the unrivalled 
talents of ^tish artists, accurate ddineations of all 
the most prominent and attractive scenes presented 
to the view in this our Athens : thus rescuing firom 
oblivion those monuments of public and private mu- 
nificence, which the hand of Time, and stilt more 
the restless spirit oi innovation, is continually sweep- 
ing away from our popukms towns and cities. 
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The aumber and variety of the eugraviugs, whilst 
they convey to strangers and to future ages a fiiithfiil 
represeutatiou of every pei ishable relic of huinuu in- 
genuity and labour, will also constitute the most last- 
ing memonals of the artists themselves. In this point 
of view, the publishers trust that they have redeemed 
the pledge announced in the Prospectus; which wiis 
— * to combine picturesque illustrations of a superior 
order, suited to the present state of the arts, and the 
taste of the age, with authentic historical informa- 
tion ; and by the union of the two to form such a 
Memorial of Oxford, as shall be worthy of its an- 
cient renown, and acceptable to all those who feel an 
interest in the history ot this celebrated university^ 
or its magnificent buildings.' 

With regard to the literary portion of the work, 
the number of subjects to be illustrated being so 
great, it was tiiought difficult ibr any one person to 
have access to all the necessary sources of informa* 
tion. It was therefore at first inh uUed, that the 
account of each college or hall should, as fiir as pos- 
sible, be suppUed by some uiember of the society, 
under the general superintendence of the editor. 
This ohject, however, except lu a very few instances, 
was soon found to be practically unattainable: but 
ahnost every manuscript of this part of the work has 
been examined, and occasionally the proof sheets 
kindly revised and corrected, by those who preside 
over the respective societies, or such as had the 
means of verifying the facts and statements: and if 
any deiiciencies or inaccuracies should still be dis- 

I 
I 
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PREFACE. vu 

coYered amidst such a variety of materials, it is 
hoped that some compensation wiU he found in the 
general uuiiormity of style aud arrangement, arising 
from the Gonyersion of the editor into the author* 

Where all have been candid, commumcative, aud 
courteous, it may be a difficult and invidious task 
to distiiiguisli tlie different degrees ol ubligatiuu: 
but it is with peculiar pleasure and gratification that 
the author records the interest taken in the w uik by 
the venerable President of Magdalene coll^fe ; and 
the valuable assistance ailurdcd to him, in that por- 
tion of it which relates to Waynflete's foundations, 
from so able and discriminating a judge. The libe- , 
rality with which important registers and other do- 
cuments were intrusted to him by others, during the 
progress of the work, has been a source of no less 
satisfaction than the confidence reposed in him in 
regard to the application and use of them. 

The author cannot dismiss this work without a due 
acknowledgment for many parochial, municipal, and 
statistical contributions from Mr. W.Joy, who has long 
made the history and antiquities of the city his pecu- 
liar study and ddight ; and was so fortunate as re- 
cently to discover, among the city records^ the Oxiord 
copy of the Saxon proclamation issued in the 42d year 
of Henry iij, which is prmted in the General History 
of the University and City, p. 6. The protograph, 
addressed to the county of Huntingdon, has been 
printed in the new edition of Rymer's Fodiem by 
the Record Commissioners, preceded by the same in 
French; and at the end is a memorandum in the 
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Scoto-Saxon dialect, signifying that a copy of the 
(Mone proclamaticm, ^all in the rety same words,' 
was sent to every otiier county over the kingdom of 
England, and also into Ireland : * Anb al on )k> ilche 
popben If If enb m co aujiihce op]\Q f hcipe ouefi al pujxe 
kunquche on Bnjleneloanb ^ ek in eel Ipelonbe.' Aa 
the meeting of the babons in Oxford was the prelude 
to one of the greatest rerolntions in the numarchy 
of England, this instrument cannot fiul to be^ in- 
teresting; however mde the dialect ma; now ap*- 
pear, whetiier in French or Saxon. By ttus instru- 
ment, let it be remembered, the Crown was Tirtually 
put into commission, its prerogative suspended, and 
the king soon carried about as a captrte in the hands 
of the great earl of iieicester. By this same system 
of coMMUsiOM-LAW moie may be done in seven years, 
to alter the whole frame of our social and political 
constitntion, than could have been effected in any 
S£V£N HUNDRED yoars before. The Church, tbe 6tate, 
the whde of the pauper population, and tbe great 
mass of the middling classes, may, if no check be 
interposed, be soon left to the mercy of a trained 
band of stipendiary commissioners. At tiub very 
moment, arbitrary and unconstitutional attempts are 
made to lay all the chartered ibundatious of Oxibrd 
and Cambridge at the foot of an extorted royai« 
commission ! And ail this is done under the pretence 
of BEGERERATiNo OUT aucient institutioiis, and bene- 
fiting the P£opL£. 

TanaTT Goums, MutcIi 11, 1837* 
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I. The Annals of the University ; II. The Histor)- of the Colleges and 
llaJlr*. PabUshed from the original MS., with a continuation to the 
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Christi Culieges, and Kegistrar of the Umvernty, OJiford, 17B0-9t». 
5 V4^. 4to. 

Tlie History of fhe City of Oifiiid^ by Mr. Anthony Ik Wood. Pnb- 
fidied from h» MS., iridi additions hy the Sev. Sir J. Fedudl, Bart 
London, 1773- ^« 

Atlicnic Oxonion.'-eii. An exact Histor^'of all the Writers and Bi«ho])s 
who have had their education in the University of Oxford. To which 
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k Wood, M.A. The third edition, with addition?, hy Philip Bliss, 
FcDow of St. John's OoU^. London, 181d« 6 vols. Royal 4to. 

Hcmrid DodwiHi do Fnrma Bqnestri Woodivafffiana IXB|Nitalio. 

cedit Thomic Neli Diiilogus inter Reg^inam EHzahetham et Robertum 
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pneclare agitur. Oxunn, 1713. 8vo. With IR y>1?»tee. 
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The <»%iiial dnwingB by Tli. Neele, S.T.B. 1666, presoited to Queen BShth 
festh by ths Bad ef LiieaMr, Aeo Cbnwelki^ are mSl pwwwrsd in ths 
BodlciBii lilmr^. 

Oxonia lUu trat i: delineavit et scnlpsit Uav. Loggan, Univ. Oxon. 
Chalcographm:. Uxunia?, ]()'J3. folio. 

Omnia Depictm : a G. Willianis. London* ITSB* ^o^* 

Hie anoeat and present State of the University of Oiferd. By John 

Ayliflfe, LXi.D. and Fellow of New College. London, 1714. 2 vok. 8vo. 

Oxoniengis Academia; or the Anti<piitie8 and Curio.^itias of the 
U ni versit y of Oxford. By John Pointer* M.A. London, 1749. ISmo. 

CoUeclaiiea Cmioaa; or MiaceJlaaeona IVnets rdatiag to the Histoiy 
and Aatiipnties of Englsnd and Irdand, fhe UniveraiCies, &e. Chiefly 

collected from the Manuscripts of Archbishop Sancroft. By John 
Gut€h, M.A. Oxford, J 781. 2 vols. 8vo. 
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Alexander Chalmers, F.S.A. Oxford, 1810. 2 vols. 8vo. 
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and Puhhc Buildings of the Uaivenuty^ &c. &c. By W. M. Wade. 
Oxford, im. 2 vols. dvo. 

Oxoniana (collected and published hy tlie reverend Jolin Walker« 
Fellow of New College). London* 4 vbb. ISmo. (Printed in Oxford, 

without date.) 

Oxonia Aatiqua Restaiirata : containing i 70 £Dgravings (^rom the 
Oxford Almanacks for 17^3 to 1823, and from original drawings hy 
F. Mackenzie). By Joseph Skelton. Oxford, 1823. 2 vols. Royal 4to. 

FletasOxonlensis; or Records of Oxford Foanden : containhi^ brief 
Memohv of their Lives, &c. and fUnstrated by numerous Engravings. 
By JobepU Skelton, F.S.A. Oxford, 1830. Royal 4to. 

Works rda^ng to pariicular Cdkgn. 

Balliofergiif ; or, A Commentary upon the Affeirs of BaUiol College. 
Oxford,] 688. 4to. At page89» NatalitiaCoUegiiFembrochianiOxonii. 
1624. By Henry Swage. 

The Annals of University College. By William Smyth, Rector of 

Melsonby. Newcastle upon Tyne, 1728. 8vo. 

Tlie Life of William of Wykeham, Bishop of Winch r^ter, Founder 
of New College. By Robert Lowth, D. D. Oxford, I777. 8vo. 

Hie Life of Henry Chidiele, Ardibbhop of Canterbury, Founder of 
All Soids' CoO^. By O. L. Spencer, Fellow of that Sodety. Oxford, 
1783. 8vo. 

The Life of William of Waynflete, Bishop of Winchester, Founder of 
Magdalene College. By Richaid Chandler, D.D. London, 1811. 8vo. 

Hie Lives of WOliani Smyth, Bishop of Lincoln, and Sir Rkliard 
Sutton. Knight, Fomiders of Brase Nose College. By Ralph Churton, 
M.A. late Fellow of that College. Oxford, 1800. 8vo. 

The Life of Cardinal Wolsey. By R. Fiddes, D.D. London, 1724. foUo. 

The life of 8b Thomas P(^, Founder of Trmify College. ByThomM 
Warton, B.l>. FeDow of TVimty CkiDege. Oxford, 1780. 8vo. 



Digitized by Google 



r 



CONTENTS OF VOL. I. 

I 



CHRIST CHURCH. 

St. Frideswide's. — 727- 

Preliminary remarks P. 1-8 — or that prior Guimond built the 

Reasons for commencing the work whnlpchnrnhin 1 1 1 1 or 1 122 . 1/t 

with Chrigt Church 1,2 KthplrpH's wnrlc wm of mnstHpr - 

The cathedral usually underrated . 3 able magnitude and importance. 

Mutilations of it by Wolsev, &c.. . 4 and not likely to have been so 

The choir new roofed byWolsey. . 5 soon deBtroved 13 

Payments for the roof, note . . 5, 6 Tlie priorv richly endowed . . . . 13 

New totalis and pavement in choir Struggle between the regular and 

in 1630 6 secular clergy 13, 14 

New windows witih painted glass Devastations of William the Con . 

by Van Ling in 1 634 7 queror in Oxford 14 

Great east window given by Dr. Third pbriod 15-21 

Birch in 1699 ft Prior Guimond . . . . 15 

HrsTORY OF THK PRIORY OP St. Canutus. or Robert de Crick« 

FRinKswinK. lade 16 

PiRST pRRinn ft-11 Norman ndditions to the Saxon 

Tu\o of St Fridp^wido ft-1 1 structure 17, 18 

Certain inns or halls constmcted . 9 TIic gpire added 18 

The earliest notice of Oxford as a Wolsey's " steepuU," or tower, not 

place of religions education. . 10 the spire of the cathedral . . 19 

Rwrnvn p^RTon 11-14 Prior Philip 20 

Church enlarged by king Ethelred Removal, or translation, of the 

in 1002 ■ ■ 11 relics of St. Frideswide in 

A tower part of Etheked's stmc - 1180 20, 21 

U\re 11 Miracles said to be wrought by 

Part of this structure still re» t h em 2 1 

mftinfi 12 FOTTRTH PERIOD 21.22 

Errors of previous \vriters, in sup - The chapter-honse 21 

posing that Wolsey built the New s hrine o f S t. Frideswid e in 

tower and spire 12 1289 21 

b2 



)ogIe 



CONTENTS OF VOL. I. 



FtPTH PBRIOD. 



A more superb and elegant shrine 



in 14IU) 



22 



A charitable subsidy 22 

Cardinals l^ourhier and Morton 22 
Chantry and chapel of lady Eliza- 
beth de Montarnte 23 

Monuments, hcTaldr\', and painted 
glass ■ ■ 25 



Inscriptions on monuments of Dr. 
CyrillJackson 26 

— William Come 26 

— Dr. Peter Ehnsley 27 

— Bishop Uoyd 27 

— Bishop James 28 

— Archdeacon Pett 29 

Chapels, chantries, and altars. . 29 
Curious piece of sculpture. . 31, 32 



THE COLLEGE —1 525. 1532. 1545. 




TluTc distinrt foundations . ... 33 
Merit of originating belongs to 

Wolsey ib. 

Cardinal Wolsky 34-40 

— bom at Ipswich in 1471 . ♦ 34 

— entered at Magdalene college 
in 1485 35 

— Magdalene tower built when 
Wolsey was bursar, in 1498 . 35 

— master of Maydalene school . 35 

— presented to the benefice of 
Lymington 35 

— appointed chaplain to king 
Henn- VII. 35 

— aent ambaasador to Germany 35 

— made dean of TJncnln in 

1508 36 

— rapid siicnepsion of digrtities : — 
bishop of Toiiniay, Lincoln, 
archhisho[) of York, 1514; a 
cardinal, 1515; bishop of Bath 
and Well:?, and abbot of St. Al- 



ban's, 1518 ; bishop of Durham, 

of Winchester, 1529 36 

Wolsey never forgets Oxford. . 36 
— a zealous encourager of Greek 36 

— the Trojans and Grecians . . 37 

— remodels the statutes 37 

— founds seven pubUc lectures . 37 

— condemns the doctrines of Lu- 
ther 37 

— notice affixed to the sundial at 
St. Mary's 38 

— determines to found a col- 
lege 38 

— convent of St. Frideswide sur- 
rendered to the king, and trans- 
ferred to Wolsey 38 

— obtains permission from the 
pope to dissolve several small 
monasteries, and transfer their 
funds 39 

— obtains letters patent 40 

First foundation, 1525 .... 40 



I 



* 

d by Google 



CONTENTS OF VOL. I. 



• • • 

Xlll 



Dr. John Hygden the first dean 40 
Certain scholars brought from 
Cambridge, among whom were 

T>Tidale and Frith 41 

Wolsey's attainder in 1529 43 

Second foundation, 1532 . . 44 
Third foundation, 1545. . 44-47 
Bishopric of Oxford first fixed 
at Oseney abbey in 1542 . . 45 
— removed to Christ Church in 



1546 46 

Benefactors 47, 48 

Buildings 49-64 

The kitchen 49 



Kxpenses of building, note .... 50 
Earhest view of the college, note 50 



ThehaU 51-54 

— tower of ditto 51 

— staircase to ditto 51 

— proceedings in ditto 53 

Common room 54 • 

The great quadrangle .... 54, 55 
Western gateway and tower . . 56 

Great Tom 56 

Peckwater quadrangle 56 

The canons' lodgings, note. ... 56 

The old library 57 

The new hbrary 59, 60 

The chaplains' quadrangle .... 61 

The chapter-house 62 

Canterbury quadrangle 63 

The walks 64 




THB BROAD WALK. 



b3 

Digitized by Coogle 



XIV 



CONTENTS OF VOL. I. 



UNIVERSITY COLLEGE.— 872 ? 1249? 




History of this college intimately 
connected with the early annals 
of the university 1 

State of the university in the time 
of Alfred ; and previous to the 
foundation of Williani of Dur - 

hRTH . . . , 2 

Some account of William qz 

Dt7RHAM ',\ 

He bequeaths 310 marks to the 

university 2 

The first purchase of buildings in 
1253 3 

Additional purchases 4 

The first statutes 4 

The college recognised as a royal 

foundation in 1381 .1 

Hub confinncd by the court of 

King's Bench in 1 72(5 6 



Bbnbpactors 7> 8 

Buildings 8-15 

Little known respecting the ori- 
ginal buildings 9 

The college rebuilt about 1450. . 9 
Again rebuilt in 1(534-74 .... 11 
Expense chiefly defrayed by the 
benefaction of Sir Simon Ben- 
nett 11 

Hall and chapel newly fronted, 
from a design of Dr. Griffith. 

in laoo 11 

Statue of James II. erected by 

Dr. O.Walker 12 

The smaller quadrangle . . 12, 13 

The chapel 13 

The hall 14 

The hbrary 15 

Eminent MSN 16 



RATJ JOL rOT.I.KGE— 1 2()3-l gfiS. 




Various dates assigned to the Foundation completed by his wi- 

foundation 1 dow, the lady Devorgilla .... 2 

John dm Balliol the original Old BaUiol hall the first tenement 

fonnder 1 inhabited by the society .... 3 



d by Google 



CONTENTS OP VOL. I. 



XV 



Mary's haP, the second 3 

I^ndg in Northumberland settled 

on it 4 

License for a chapel obtained . . 4 
Government of the college «... 5 

Bknefactors 6-8 

Bpildinos 8-14 

Old buildings 8. 9 

The Bristol building 9 

Rsher*s biulding, 1769 10 

The new building in 1825 11 



Caesar and Pompey 11 

Removal of the terrace walk ..11 

The hall 11 

Tlic librar\^ 12 

The chapel 14 

Inscriptions on monuments 

— of bishop Parsons 14 

— of Mr. Powell 15 

Eminent men 15, 16 

Dr. Henry Savage, author of Bal- 

liofergus 16 



MERTON COLLEGE.— 1264. 



This college the primary model It is also the parish church of St. 

of all the collegiate bodies of John 17 

Oxford and Cambridge .... 1 — erroneonsly said by Peshall to 

Statutes of Walter de Merton . . 2 have been rebuilt in the fifteenth 



Waltkr dk Mkrto.v 3-5 



The foundation at Maldon .... 5 




6 


Cli arches of St. .John 


and St. 


Peter in the East canonically 


appropriated to the college . . 7 


Tenements purchased . . 


7 


Buildinffj* of the founder 


8 


Some portions of them remain. . 8 




. .9-11 


Eminent men 


..11. 12 




12 


The warden's lodp^ngs . 


13 




14 




15 




15 




. . 17-26 



century 18 

St. MxaY'fi chapel 18 

The CHOIR, or inner chapel 19-21 

— not l.'it(T tlian Kdwwrdl.orll. 20 

— Hidp windowH furnished with 
stained glass by Henry de 
Mansfcld in 12?« 20 

— his portrait, with inscription, 
remains 20 

— east window embellished with 
stained glass by W. Price in 
1702 21 

Monument of Antony ^ Wood. . 22 
The Transkft. 1424 22 

— a nave and aide aisles formed 
part of the original design, but 
not completed 22 

b4 

d by Google 



CONTENTS OP VOL. I. 



Windows of transept 24 

The tower. 1451 26 

Parish of St. John the Bap - 
tist 27-32 

Seventeen halls in this parish 27-30 

1. Christopheri, or Christopher 

h>ill 28 

2. Tegulata, Urban, Leaden 
hall, or Curteys hall 28 

8. Comer hall, ei opposito Le 

Oriolp ■ 28 

4. Monialis. or Nnn hall. ... 28 

a Hort hall 2fl 

6. Kepchanne, or Le Chimney 

htill 2Q 

7. Great BUeby haU 29 

8. Little nileby hall 29 

9. Aristotle hiJl 29 

10. NiKiitin^aile hall 29 



11. ColeshiUhaU 29 

12. Little Merton, or Postmas- 
ters* hall, the birthplace of 
Antony k Wood 29 

13. Biham haU 29 

14. John Baptist hall 30 

15. St. Martin's hall 30 

16. Schypsters hall 30 

17. Worm hall 30 



In one or both of the two last 
mentioned haUs Wtnkin 
DB Words and other early 
printers exercised their 



craft 30 

Streets and boundaries 30 

Works relating to this college and 
church 31 



Inscriptions on brasses of Blox- 
ham, Whytton, and Sever . . 32 



EXETER COLLEGE.— 1314. 




Primary foundation under the titles 
of Hart hall and Stapledon hall 1 

Received some of its best endow - 
mpnts nnd its statntrs from sir 
William Potro 2 

WaLTKR I)K StAI'LHDON . . . .2—5 

Edmund Stafford, bishop of Ex- 
eter, the second founder . . . . 6 

Limitations of the founder's fel- 
lowships 6 

Peter de Skeltone, Ralph Gemicyne, 
and Richard Grentidd, early be - 
nefactors 6 



Mr. WilUam Palmer 7 

Sir William Pbtrb 7 

— his benefactions 7» 8 

LadyAnne Petre, and Lord Petre 8 

Other benefactors 9 

Buildings 10-15 

The chapel 11 

The hall 11 

The hbrary 13 

The new hbrary 14 

The rector's lodgings 14 

The new building, 1832 15 

Eminent men 15, 16 



Google 



CONTENTS OF VOL. I. 



xvii 




Originally founded hy Adam de 
Rmm in 1^04 I 

Refounded on an enlarged plan by 

KcKvwrd 11 in 2 

Viaitatorial jurigdiction, disputes 

respecting 2 

rntTimPTi ccment of the fnnnda - 

tion 3 

Tackley*8 iun, or Bulkeley hall. . 3 
Ferlcs. or Perilous hall, after - 
wards KrttfA hflU <1 

Tlic royal charter 6 

Advowson of St. Marv's church 

. M 

hrstowpd ..... .... . . . .. .. 

The statutes 6 



The royal FOUNnsR 6 

AnAM DE Brom 6 

Benefactors 7-12 

Edward III. gives the mansion 
called Le Oriole, or La Oriole 

hall 7 

— this building mentioned as early 

as 1200 7 

St. Bartholomew's hospital .... 8 

Buildings 12-15 

The hall and chapel 13 

Robinson's building 14 

Carter's building 14 

The library 14 

Eminent men 15, 16 



QUEEN'S COLLEGE.— 1340. 




Robert de Eoglesfeld. the 
founder 1.2 

— is chaplain to queen Philippa, 
and names his new foundation 
in compliment to her 2 

— lived and batteled amongst the 
members of his new society . . 3 

BRNRFAC TORa .. ,^ , 



The queens consort of England 
the peculiar patronesses of this 
college 4 

Edward I XL gives the advowsons 
of Blechingdon and Brough. . 4 

— and St. Julian's hospital, or 
God's house 4 

Buildings 8 



xnu 



CONTENTS OF VOL. I. 



01 H pVi nripl 


ft 


■ hp ciPfit'T'iiptivp firp in 

X lie \ACOU UCUVC IXi C 111 


1 77ft 1 4 


X lie. iiiuvici it V'liaL/vi • • • . • « 


9 




fnr rpViiiilH- 


Thp Vinll 


10 


ITtIT 


14 




1 1 




14 


The present librarv 


\9, 


Queen Caroline 


14 


South quadranpjle 


13 




14, 15 


Thb bkcono Foundeb. 


John 


Burgher's \news of 


this col- 




14 


16 




OLD 8BAL ; 1340. 



NEW 8BAL ; 1584. 



NEW COLLEGE.— 1386. 



Reasons for retaining the name. . 1 Ed>Tigdon, and of king Ed- 



Thr Founder g 

— his origin and early history 
involved in obscurity 3 

— is patronised by sir Nicholas 
Uvedale 4 

— attracts the notice of bishop 



ward III, by his skill in archi - 
tecture, and general talent for 
business 4 

— attends the king to Calais . . 5 

— succeeds txiyngdon as bishop 
of Winchester 6 



Digitized by Google 



CONTENTS OF VOL. I. 



xix 



Thk ForypER oTpendy great pums 
in builtlini^ 6 

— is advanced to manv hiirh of- 
fices in the state, as well a» in 

thi* rhiirrh , , , , 6 

— his talents displayed at Windsor 
castle. &c. &c 7 

— his munificence and hospita - 
lity 8 

— false aspersions cagt upon him 9 

— delays in the execution of his 
noble design 10, II 

— completes his purchases ..11 

— and lays the foundation stone, 
1380 12 

— the builclingi* completed in six 
years 13 

— the society make their solemn 
entrance. 1386 13 



Bbnkpactors 13-15 

Eminent mbn 15, 16 

Buildings 17 

Most of the founder's building:8 

remain 17 

Architecture of William of Wyke- 

ham peculiarly his own .... 18 

Hall 19 

Chapel 22 

Organ 24 

Ante-chapel 25 

Stained glass 26 

Founder's crosier, or pastoral 

staff 27 

Library 27 

Garden court 28 

Cloisters 29 

Tower 30 

Bells 31 



LINCOLN COLLEGE.— 1427. 




Tho first fniindatinn 


1-4 




1 


— promoted to the flee of 


Lin- 




nhtnins lict'nso to found 


his 




3 


Rrnkfattoks of the first founda- 




..4 




, 5 




5-7 



John Tristoppe's sermon 7 

Bbnbpactors 8, 9 

Eminbnt mbn 9, 10 

Buildings 11 

North quadrangle 11 

HaU 11 

Library 12 

Rector's lodgings 14 

South quadrangle 14 

Chapel 15 



XX 



CONTENTS OF VOL. I 



ALL SOULS* COLLEGE.— 1437. 




SensonaMe period of erectin 




collcj^e 


1 


Thk kolnukr 


O 


Chichel^, like his friend Wyke- 


ham, much cni^agcd in 


public 




,. ..3 


— retires from pohtical Ufe 


4 


— his benefactions to the univer- 


81^^ ••••••••• 


. 5 






— his tasto for arrhitcchire 


....6 


— his liberal contributions 


to va- 


rious buildings 


....7 




....8 




, 8 


Expcn.'^cs of buikliiifi^s .... 


9 




10 




. .. 11 


The pope's bull obtained to 1 


trailda 




11 


Revenues, and number of 


mem- 




12 




12 











BuiLniNGS 17-32 

Care used in their construction 17 
Great additions have been made, 
but the founder's buildings re- 
main 18 

Chambers originally assigned to 

the warden 19 

Principal front restored 20 

Thk Chapkl 21 

— original embellishments. ... 22 
removed at the Reforma- 
tion 23 

— interior painted and beautified 
about 16fi4 

— much of the original work still 
nMniiins 25 

Inscription on monument of bishop 

Legge 2G 

ThP old hall 26 

The present hall 27 

Kitchen and buttery 28 

North f|uadranyle 28 

Library 30 

Christopher CodringtOP, Egg. . 31 
Old library- 32 



Google 



ILLUSTRATIONS OF VOL. I 



CHRIST CHURCH. 

^The cathednlt from the north-west P. 1 

Etflt end of the cathedral 1 

Spechnen of the roof of the choir .5 

Arcade in the tower 12 

Part of the &outh trau&ept md ck}ister, with the eoirauce to the 

chapter-hoiiflc , , , 17 

♦Interior of the cathednU 17 

F^g^ire of St. Frideswide, on the north-west pjnnacle 20 

Shrine of Rt. Frideswide, tomb of lady MootaciMe, &c 24 

Window of a ehapd attached to the aonth tnaMept 90 

Coiioiia icidptaiea on the ancient altar 32 

*Eiterior of the hall« and part of tihe great qoadrangle 33 

The "fityre gate," or entrance to the great ^[iiadrang^. oommooly 

caDed Tomgate 83 

*The west front, from St. AUate'a 41 

Figure of cardinal Wolsey 41 

Arms of the college 48 

Canterhur)' g'dte • 49 

♦Interior of the hall 49 

*Staircase leading to the hall .52 

The great quadrangle in the time of queen £hzaheth, from the 

original drawing by Neele in 15dO , 62 

*nie new libraiy, and part of Pednrater qnadrangie 57 

The old library in tta present Hate 58 

Part of chaplains' qoadrangle 61 

^Interior of the duster-house 02 

Fac-nmOeof the foundation stone ef Wolsey's college atlpswidi* 

proicrved in the chapter-house ...63 



Digitized by Google 



xxii ILLUSTRATIONS OF VOL. L 

UNIVEKSITV COLLEGE. 

front, from the Hlg^ atnet^loddngt^ I 

Interior of the ban I 

The college in 1666, from Nede^B view 8 

♦Tilt; liall and chapel, with part of the larger quadran^e 9 

The master's house, &c., in 1675, froru Lofr^nn 10 

Gateway of the smaller quadrangle, with the statue of Dr. RadcUffie. . 12 

BALLIOL COLLEGE. 

*The front, from Broad street, looking west 1 

Ancient seal ai llie college 1 

'The hall, and part of the Ubrary 9 

The new building" 10 

Entrance to the chapel 13 

The chapel, £rom the garden 16 

MERTON COLLEGE. 

♦General view of the coUegfC, from the tield , 1 

Entrance g^ateway, with part of the tower 1 

'''The old library* and part of the smaU «pfHlrmglft 9 

The treanuy, &c 9 

But of the warden's lodgings and of the nmcr qjoadnngle 14 

Fattem of the groined roof of the archway between the two 
qoadrang^f representing the twelve ngna of the zodiac . . . . 16 

^Eaat window, &c. of the ohapel, from the ^oadrangle 17 

The ancient locrialy 17 

♦ITie chapel, from Magpie lane 25 

Sedilia and doorway in the choir 25 

Curious roof of the lantern under the belfry 27 

Brasses of Bloxham, Whytton, and Sever « . 32 

EXEXEE COLLEGE. 

♦The new front 1 

The old front, in 1^32 1 

Old gateways, Palmer's tower, &c 8 

*The hall, and part ot tin quadrangle 9 

Old buildings, from Loggun , 10 

The haU, &c. from firaaenoae lane 12 

The new libmy 16 



Digitized by Google 



ILLUSTRATIONS OF VOL. L xxiii 

OBIEL COLLEGE. 

♦The west firont, from Canterbury gate , I 

The chapel and south front, from Merton 1 

St. Bartln ilumew's ]io-|iital 8 

*The kaU and chapel, with part of the quadrangle 9 

Old buildings, frtna the map by Agas 19 

The hbarj, and part ctf the inner qoadiaiig^ 16 

■ 

QUEEN'S COLLEGE. 

♦The south front and part of the Higii street I 

£iterior of the libraiy 1 

interior of Uie Ubnary 9 

'Window of the old diapd, &c. 12 

•The Booth quadrangle 18 

Arcade of ^ western wing 16 

NEW COLLEGE, 

^TTw ddater, and ww* end of the chapel 1 

Entrance piteway , 1 

Interior of the cloisters , 12 

View in the g-ardcn ,,,, 16 

♦Exterior of the chapel 17 

Tlic chapel and tower, from the alipe «« 17 

Weatdoorof tfaedi^ 22 

*Iiitorior of tiie chiqpel 26 

The astedi^wl • .2^ 

'^Hie garden court 29 

The foonder^B croner, or pastoral staff. 32 

LINCOLN COLLEGE. 

*The west front 1 

Part of the nortli i^uudriuigie 1 

Part of the luill, &c 11 

*The chapel, and part of the south quadrangle ...« • , , . , 13 

Hie chapel, from the garden 16 



Digitized by Google 



xxiv ILLUSTRATIONS OF VOL. J. 

ALL SOULS* COLLEGE. 

*Tnie Bonth front, and part of Hig^ itnet 1 

Tower gatewi^, from the old qiwdmi^ 1 

chapel, and part tiie old qoadnmgb 9 

West end of the libnay 13 

Front of the hall, txc IG 

♦Part of the west ifront, &c 17 

The hbrury and towers, from New College lane 17 

Ancient doorway, now dosed 21 

*T]ie north, or inner qiiadrmgte 29 

The wardfln'a lodpngB 33 



The university printing-house, in the tUle^pt^, 
^General view of Oxford, to face tie HUi* 



Digitized by Googlt; 



MEMORIALS OF OXFORD. 




EAST END OF THE CATHEDRAL. 



Christ Chukch. 

In presenting to the public these Memorials of Oxford, . 
instead of following the chronological order of precedence 
usually adopted, we commence our labours with Christ 
Church. 

This princely establishment is unquestionably worthy 
* of our first attention on several distinct accounts. Its 

B 
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architecture exhibits spedmens of almost every age» from 
the Saxon times to our own ; and eyer7 style, from the 
massive but rude rubble iiiasuory of tlie Siixous to the fine 
Grecian gateway of Canterbury quadrangle^ erected in 
1778. In its structure, at once a cathedml and a col- 
lege, it unites in itself the oihces and duties peculiar to 
each. While as a seat of literary instruction it has earned 
itself that naioe throughout the civilized wuiid, which 
an abundant harvest^ during many oMiturieSy of men emi- 
nent in every department of diuidi and state could not 
fiul to produce. 

It commands our attention equally, whether we con- 
sider its origin or completion, whether we regard it in 
its ecclesiastical or academical character, whether we view 
it as the work of priors, of cardinals, or of kings— for 
many cardinals before W'olsey, and uiauy sovereigns both 
before and after Henry VIII, have contributed to the 
splendour and importance of this institution ; whidi has 
continued with very little intermption celebrated ttu'ough- 
out Europe, as a place dedicated to religion and leaniR 

ing, more than eleven himclred years. But our acade- 
mical history has been generally studied too superhcially. 
It has fared with that as with our architecture. Magni- 
fying the importance of the reformation in religion, we 
have treated with neglect, and sometimes with contempt, 
every thing which preceded it ; demolishing and sweep- 
ing away ail the vestiges of remoter times as the rub- 
bish of antiquity; and had not the indefatigable industry 
of one man rescued the scattered fragments of informa- 
tion from puritanical destruction, we should have been 
ignorant of Oxford even in Oxford itself. Happily a 
better spirit now prevails. The age of Vandalism is 
past 
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Encouraged hy m cbeering a prospect, we shall com- 
mence with a somewhat critical exaiuiuation of the ca- 
thedral oi Cbxist Ghurch. For» though many writers 
and artists have employed their talents upon this ancient 
structure, neither its history appears to have been ac- 
curately detailed* nor has justice been done to its ardii- 
tecture. There are those who assure us, that less respect 
is Mi by some tor this cathedral, because it was conse* 
crated by FAilestants»and efectedintoane|rfso(qNdsee by 
a Protestant monarch. Mr. Brittou, to whose persever- 
ing labourSp combined with those of the first artists in 
the kingdom, the admurera of our andent architecture 
are much indebted, iuibrms us, that it is very common 
for TOitors, and even those of rather refined and critical 
minds, to leave Oxford withuut examining the building 
now under notice V The same writer also candidly 
admowledges, that the prints of tiie Tolume, which con- 
tains Christ Cliurdi catiiedral, are " inferior in pictit- 
lesqae effect and slyle of finishing^ to those of his farmer 
eatbedrals. Yet the elevations and sections by Catter^ 
mole, in that w<url£, are very valuable. Browne WilUs 
quamtly observes, *Tis truly no ^^egtaat structure ^" 
But, though it J nay be less complete and picturesque 
than some other spedmens of cathedral magniikence, 
when viewed as a whole, particularly from the point 
where it is most frequently seen; yet, if we minutely 
examine its component parts^ there are few which ezhi* 
bit more diversified and interesting {gradations of ardii- 
tectural sdence, or embrace a more extended period of 
existence. 

Let us therefore pause before we pass a rigid seuteuce 

» MasA CSathdbal, p. 20. b Survey of (Misditb^ 1730, 

p. 407. 

b2 



Digitized by Google 



4 



on this venerable edifice. Among other consideratious, 
lei U8 not fail to recollect* that it was neFer completdjr 
finished ; as m«y be seen by the incomplete battlements 
and pinnacles on the north side ; that the nnve and cloib- 
teiB were reduced by the devastations of Wolsey to kss 
than one hall of their original diinensions ; that a mise- 
rable remnant of the north cloister has he^ convened 
into a mnntment-ioom, and an additional story raised 
above the other cloisters^ wiiich partly blocks up the 
windows of the ancient refectory; that the refectory 
itself has been nearly obliterated by the substitution of 
nine sets of rooms, in 1775, with modem sashes ; that 
the whole of the west cloister was demolished to make 
room tor the staircase leading to the present ball ; finally, 
that several parts of the churdi itself and its predncts 
have been consigned to simihir purposes of duaiestic ac- 
commodation. But let us conosle ourselves with the re- 
flection, that there is now a conservative spirit abroad ; 
and let us hope, that no modern innovators may arise, 
with more narrow and contracted views, thus to alter 
and destroy, fur the precarious chance of future inipiove- 
ment It is probable that the Mi of the Cardinal pre- 
vented the total destruction of the nave of the cathedral; 
though Wood informs us, that the remaining part was 
intended to serve *'for private prayers and certain theolo- 
gical exercises." St. Mary's chapel, on the north side, has 
been made applicable to similar purposes ; hence called 
the Latin Chapel, and sometimes the Divinity Chapel, 
erected in the fourteenth century. 

The cathedral, thus mutilated, continued in the same 
condition, as our author assures us, in which the Cardinal 
left it, till about the year 1680; but some persons are 
inclined to believe, that considerable repairs and restora^ 
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lions were found necessary in the time of bishop King, 
when the newly created see was removed from Oseney 
to Oxford, in 1 545 ; and there is even a tradition, not 
entirely to be overlooked, that certain portions of the 
materials of that magnificent abbey were used in the 
construction of the new roofs; though Wolsey, as it 
appears from the journal of expenses had certainly 
prepared most of the work at the time of his degrada- 
tion. 




SPECIMEN OF THE ROOF. 



« " Payments miide for the makings framing, and kerving of the 
new vault of the nxif of the quere witliin the foresaid college. 

Payments there for the making, carving, framing, and garnishing 
the vault of the roof of the new church of the said college." 

It would seem that Wolsey's plan was to preserve the choir and 
transepts^ modeniizing them in the style of the chapels of Magdalen 

B 3 
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However dm may be^ about the jmr 16S0, momdmg 

to \^ o()(l, the dean and canons, being minded tu adorn 
it» did fint take dam dU M iialk m the ekair, and 

in their places put up those that now are'^/'&c. Lament- 
able indeed is it to reflect that» in doing this, and in lad- 
ing down tlie now pavement of the dioir and aide aiiles, 
they were obliged to renjove all the old grave-stoueb aud 
marble momimentB; ^having moat of thrai»" oontimiea 
oar Oxford antiquary, ^8axon inscriptioiM on them; 
which being looked upon by the dean and canons as old 
auperfluona stnfl; and unhandsome to be mixed with their 
new pavement, they did cause lliciii to be thrown out of 
the church, as also those out of the cloister, when that 
was new paved, being aooounted then by some persona 
a piece of impiety^." Browne Willis endeavours, ap- 
pazently, to reconcile us to this act of sacrilege* by inti- 
mating that these monuments were fiew in number, about 
eighteen or nineteeu, and that they were safely deposited 
in the aisles on each side of the dioir; but he admits, 
that, wjlh the exception of two only, they are all ** rob- 
bed of their brasses V' These brasses, together with the 
inscriptions and crosses on the more ancient slabe ai 
marble and freestone, would have contiibuted more to 
illustrate the history of the ancient primy than all the 
publications of our most celebrated antiquaries. These 
dehciencies compelled Browne Willis, very reluctantly, to 

or New Collige; and that he bad In a great degree oompleted the 
ehoir, and commenced the tranaepte, as may itill be seen by the end 
windowa on each tide of the north transept, and the nniimshed stale 
of several other parts, when the progresi of the work waa intsRopted 

by his disgrace, A. D. 1529. 

* Wood ap. Gutch, p. 462. • Ibid. f Survey, &c 1730, 
p. 409. 
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conclude his account of the cathedral in such words as 
these : Ail I need say i% that it is k^t in excellent re- 
pair, has a rery good organ, put up in my time, and tiie 
choir service is peribrmed in all respects befitting a ca- 
thedral, and in few or none esceUed ; and that care is 
daily taken to adorn the fabric,^ &c. 

Unfortunately, this modern mode of adaming' our an- 
cfent edifices has done more, nnder injndidoiis manage- 
ment, to disfigure and obliterate the nieniorials and mo- 
numents of past ages, than the slow ravages of time, or 
the barbarous devastations of popular fary. Thus, in or- 
der that the windows might he beautified with painted 
glass,'' however ** admirably weU perfbnned by the exqui- 
site band of Abraham Van Ling, a Dut<*hman, an. IBSV* 
they took down the old windows, which were set up an- 
ciently by the canons of St. Frideswide's Priory, contain* 
iug several parts of that saint's hfe, besides the arms of 
many noblemen who had been benefactors to that monas- 
tery i. At &e same time, and for the same purpose, the 
tracerv and trefoil work, *' the fine architecture or crusta- 
tion of those windows," was cut and sawn away, to make 
room for these newly painted windows, containing scriptu- 
ral stories. Some of these were put up at the sole charge 
of the dean and chapter; othm by Dr. Basil Wood, chan- 
cellor of the diocese ; archdeacon Cotton, sou of the then 
tnshop of Exeter, who died in 1647 ; Robert Burton, au- 
thor of the AnaUmy qf Mekmekoly : Dr. Charles Sun* 
banke, or Sunnibank, prebendary of Windsor, &c. But all 
the windows in the south aisle of the choir are said to 
have been contributed by two of the descendants of bi- 
shop King, who were then prebendaries; one ot which. 



S Vid. Wood, ap, Gutch, p. 462 
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over the tomb dP the biabop^ containing hte portndt in 
his ejHscopal robes, with his mitre on his head, a pas- 
toral staff in his hand, and the ruins of Oaeney Abbe^ in 
the back-ground, deserves particular notice. This, with 
some othm, was taken down and preserved during the 
usurpation, by one of the family, about the year 1648, 
and put up again at the Kestoration in 1660. From 
that time to the present, the windows being left chiefly 
without tiacery or or n anient, or consisting only of plain 
glass, have been filled with different specimens of stained 
glass. The great east window is enridied by a design of 
sir James Thomhiii, at tiie expense ot Dr. Birch, a far- 
mer diaplain of the cathedral, when he became preben- 
dary of Westminster, 1699. The wiudovv by Oliver, 
the celebrated painter, was executed and given by him in 
his 84th year, in 1700. Others have been since added 
at diiiereut periods from contributions ot alderman 
Fletcher, &c. Fragments have been brought together 
to lurin entire windows ; and one has been very recently 
executed by a living artist who deserves enoouiage* 
ment — ^Russell, of St Clement's. 

Having made these preliminary remarks on the cathe> 
dral, it will be expected, in due course, that we should 
uAuinine more in detail some of its striking features and 
peculiarities. But, in order to do this with accuracy, it 
will be necessary to trace the history of the priory, on 
which it is founded, from its first establishment in the 
eighth century to its suppression in the sixteenth. 

B^IEST PERIOD. Divested of its legendary interpola- 
tions and additions, the tale of &L Frideswide may be 
briefly told, and there is nothing incredible in it. But, 
having passed through the hands of William of Mdims- 
bury, John of Tinemouth, and prior Philip, (the latter of 
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whcmn, in parllciilar* to advanoe the intefests of the edta- 

blishnieiit to which he belunged, wrote aii express trea- 
tise on the life and hieagles of the 8auit») the whole 
has assumed the ahr of romance; and we are amused 
with the amours of kings and princes, where no such 
pezsonages existed \ in ofder to exemplify the power of 
tlie saints. The least objectionable account is derived 
from the extract preserved iq Leland's GoUectanea; of 

[ which the substance here fc^ows. 

About the year 727, a certain governor, provost, or 
viceroy, ^ subregulus," of the name of Didan, ruled over 
a lari^e population in the city of Oxford, with dignity 
and iiuuour. The name oi' his wile was jSailrida ; and 
they had a daughter, whose name was Frideswide. 

I iiaving received a religious education under Elgiva, a 
most pious devotee, the youthful Frideswide not only 
embraced a monastic life herself, but induced twelve 
other virgins of respectable families to follow her ex- 
anople. It happened about this time that Safirida died ; 
and her husband, seeking consolation from a work of 

I piety, employed himself in the construction of a conven- 
tual church, within the precincts of the dty ; and, hav- 
ing dedicated it in honour of St. Mary and All Saiuts, he 
committed it to the superintendence of his daughter, at 
her own request In process of time, by the munificence 
of the king (of MiiiiiciA) certain Inns are con^itructed in 
the vidttity of the church, adapted as much as possible 
to the character of a religious establishment. 

Such is the simple outline of Frideswide*s history ; 
and such was the origin of the monastic foundation, 

I ^ The Ifereiaa kings^ however, might even then have had a resi- 
dence here* 
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which, in succeeding timei, was naturally called after her 
name. 

In this aoomint there are unreal important fitKts Inci- 

dentaiiy recorded, which deserve consideratiuu. This is 
the earliest notice of Qxiford as a place of zeUgioiiB edu- 
cation ; and thus the University may he traced to the 
Priory ut St. Frideswide. King Alfred^ having wrested 
the dty from the Danes, merely restored those sdiodh»m 
which the elements of grammar, or written language, had 
hmg been taught in conjunction with the rudiments of 
religion ; and he made Oxford a royal residence, because 
the Mercian kings resided here before K The mention of 
Ikkb» ^diyersoria religioni aptissima,'' is curious; and 
tends to illustrate the history of the University ; for 
these receptacles of students and novidates were indiscri- 
minately called, in succeeding times, inns, schools, courts, 
hails, and hostells ; before the ejdstence of coli€ges» with 
corporate rights, statutes, and endowments. 

It is reiimrkable that the unkriuwii author of this do- 
cument, wiiich seems to be the original source of the se- 
veral legends of St. Frideswide, mentions the munificence 
of the ** king," without any name or designation ; whence 
has arisen the whole story about Kino Didaktts, and 
his royal daughter, with her no less royal lover. But 
the king was no other than the kuag of Mebcia, Ethel- 
bald ; who reigned over that province one and forty 
years, and after a short interval was succeeded by the 
great Offa, the contemporary of Charlemagne. The re- 
maiuiiig portion of this eai'ly life of St. Frideswide from 
** Bex Algarus, &c." is probably, for the most pert, sat 
interpolation of the original document ; but, with the ex- 

t It may be noted, tliat la his lawi lie cdb hia pekoe the " Eing% 
HslL" V]d.LL. A.8.byWilldiu,1731. 
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ceptiou of this episode, there is uuthing whicii violates in 
substance the truth of history. It oondudes with the 
plain statement, that St. Frideswide died on the 14th be- 
tore the calends of November, (Oct. 19f) A. D. 740, and 
that ahewBS buried in the ^Chnrdi of St Maryof Qz-» 
lordly on the banics of the Thames." 
Sbcokd psbiod. Vtmn the fanimrtant doeiunent 

. above mentioned, and other sources, it appears, that the 
Saxon king Ethelred ampiiiied and enlarged the original 
dimensione of the ehnrdi, in consequence of a tow 
which he had made after the slaugliter of the Danes* 
who had fled thither for refuge from the memorahle mas- 
saure on St. Brice's day. This happened in the year 
1002; and not only this churchy but that of St Aldate, 
a mmety of which belonged to the priory, is said to 
have been restored in the year 10U4(. Some of the stone 
aeats, or arched stalls, in the chancel of the latter, have 

been recently discovered, on the removal of the njodera 
panel-work, which had long concealed them, though 
they are nodoed by Wood in his aooount of that pa- 
rish. 

Whether any portion of the 'present cathedral or its 

precincts existed before the time of Ethelred, cannot now 
be ascertained ; but that a tower formed a part of the 
plan of the edifice, as restored and enlarged by that 
Saxon monarch, we may conclude from a passage of 
William of Mahnsbury ; who wrote a little more than a 

^ The praent St. Matfa Churchy tlie uemd of that name^ Qied 
the manibeis of tfao UmTenit^j uid lately repaired at their eocpeiue, 
waa de dic a te d in honour of St Mary of Littlsmobb ; where atiU 
M to he aeen the remaiiia of the nundiery, or myoecetta-pice, the 

' Saxon' tenn for a nunnery ; rebuilt c. 1250. The third Mary was St. 

i Mar\' of WiNcHBtjTivK, m liuiiour of whom W^ keham built \ih two 
founcLations. 

I 

j 
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century afterwards. He says expressly, that the Danes, 
being repulsed in an attempt to revenge the death of two 
of their chiefs, Jied into the tower of St. Frideswide's 
church for refuge ; and whatever injury was then done 
he states to have been instantly repaired K The height 
of this tower of king Ethelred is clearly ascertained by 
the difference observable in the masonry and general 
character of the additional story, which was raised by 
the Norman builders to carry the spire. The Saxon 
windows, most of which are blocked up with masonr}% 
were of much smaller dimensions, and without columns. 




AKCADF. IN TH£ TOWER. 



On this interesting subject more will be said hereafter; 
though we cannot forbear to notice the extraordinary 
error of ascribing the original construction of this spire 
to cardinal VVolsey, because perhaps he took down some 

* De Gestis Poiitificum, p. 71- ed. 1601. 
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part €if it in oidep to repair it Equally extraordinary, 
almost, i& Uie persevering error of tkose, who, against all 
docmnentaiy evidence and ocular demonstration, attri^ 
bute the first foundatioii of tljc clmrcii to prior Guimond, 
about nil, or 1122 ; for both dates are given : whereas 
there is no proof or record to shew, either that Etliel- 
red's work was destroyed, or that prior Guimond built 
any thing at all here. Yet this was without doubt a 
work of considerable magnitude; for in the royal char- 
ter, which .Is still extant, the church is said to be reno- 
vated by the help of God, through the exertions not only 
of the king, but of his people. Ox lord had beeu for 
some time the metropolis of the Mercian district, and a 
favourite seat of tlie Saxon aionarchs ; as it was after- 
wards of the Danish. The priory of St* Frideswide had 
been richly endowed, its territories had been enlarged, 
and all Its possessions had been recently recovered. So 
great was the satisfoction which the king derived from 
this " restiiiiiation" uf the establishment, that in the half- 
modemixed orthography of the Langbaine manuscript 
he calls it, ** myn owne mjmster in Oxenford." 

It was under these favourable circuuistauces that, 
within a century afterwards, great straggles were made, 
alternately, by the secular and regulai* clergy, to obtain 
a transfer of this priory to themselves. Probably the 
nuns were dispersed, or deprived of their possessions, 
during the Danish invasions, which ended iu the com- 
plete establishment of the Danish dynasty here after the 
death of Edmund Ironside, in 1016; though we find a 
Bocbester Chronicle, preserved by Leland in his Collec- 
tanea, ascribing to the year 1049 the first institution of 
the canons of St. Frideswide ; and a grant from the pope 
to the monks of Abingdon has been mentioned by some 
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writen>iii proof or juttification ci this prooeedhig; be- 
cause no title to ecclesiastieal property was oonsideml 
valid or secure in those days without a grant or confir- 
matioii from the holy see. Some have attriboted this 
institution of canons to earl Harold, wlio about tiiis time 
became powerfol as a son of earl Godwin; and was 
afterwards created earl of Oxford. 

In 1060 these secular canons were dispossessed iu 
their turn, becanae they violated the monaatk rule of oe* 
libacy; and regular eaiious were substituted under the 
anthority of pope Nidiolas IL 

Whether the inmates of the priory were of the secular 
or regular order in the year 1066, when the Norman 
survey was eompQed» is not of material importanee. 
They are called, indiscriminately, the " Canons of St, 
Frideswide" and the Canons of Qzenford but their 
land being described in conjunction with that of " other 
clerks/' would lead us to conclude that the secular clergy 
had returned to their domains. There is room to sos- 
pect, from the brief account of their landi», and from the 
fact» that of fifteen mural mansions which they possessed 
in ^e city, eight were laid waste, that they had suffered 
considerably £rom the devastations of the Conqueror; 
who experienced mndi resistance from the inhaUtaiitB 
of Oxford. This will account for the statement of Wil- 
liam of Malmsbnry» who informs ns^ that in his time the 
Priory was occupied by a very small residue of clerks, 
who lived without rule, and according to their own will ; 
the meaning of vrtiidi is, that they were secular canons, 
and probably liad wives ; a practice about this time very 
Strongly condemned by the Romanists. This was thenr 
great offence ; and therefore they were to prepare for a 
change. 
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Thied febiod. By the eontriYaiuae of the powcffol 

bishop of Saruin the place was *,nven to a Nomiaii iiiuiik 
L oi austere character, of the oame of Gumioitfi* or W)r« 
I mund; who was then chaplain to Henry I. Hie 
1^. coutemporaiy of Malmsbury praises his excellent piety 
and kaixdng, pcobaUy itom a land of monaslic pax^ 
tiality; hut he ie totally silent with mpeet to his ardii- 
tectural talents. It is remarkable also^ that neither in 
the chartefB <»f Henry I. and of the empress Matilda, nor 
in the subsequent confirmation of tliosr charters by j)ope 
Adrian, is there the least allusion to any renovation of 
• the diurdi,*' as in the ease of Elliciied*s diarter. It is 
probable, therelore, that no great architectuial work was 
commenoed till long after the time nsually stated ; Prior 
Gruimond being otherwise and actively employed, in set- 
tling his new establishment of Norman canons, and in 
^ aeoovmng possessicm of the lands and levennes granted 
by the original charters ; many of which appear from 
the Domesday survey to have been alienated from the 
priory after the time of king Ethelred ; and were gradu* 
. • ally restored by Henry I, Stephen, H enry 1 1 , and Matilda ; 

aa appeals from theur eharters. Malmsbury, who lived 
, » and continued writing to the year 1143, speaks prophe- 
ically of these canons, describing them as they would be, 
rather than as they were^ ^ regulariter mehum^ The 
iiilereuce, therefore, to be derived from these observations 
is, that it was chiefly during the time of the second prior, 
Bobert de CricUade (Cridcladensis), or Canutus, that the 
Norman additions were made to the original Saxon work*". 

^ " Had it been either re.edified or greatly altered by tlut royal 
displaiD, the fiMSt would oertainly have been recorded among iJie 
* great and good deedi* of Chiymond, mho has had aa aMwy puiegy- 
fieti at biographera. Thoae however who can detennine in what par- 
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What these additions wef^ will appear hereafter. The 
monument which is described as that of Ommond, tike 

first pnoTy must evidently be referred to a inucU later 
period. 

Canutus continued prior tliirty years, or more ; from 
about 1150 to 1180. Wood says, that he succeeded 
Guimond in 1141 ; that he was the first writer of his 
order in England, moderator of the Schools, chancellor 
of the University in 11599 ^* There was a copy of one 
of his works in the library oi Balliol College in the time 
of Lehmd. But the most important fact is, that the papal 
confirmation of the charters and privileges of the Priory 
is addressed to this same prior Robert, or Canutus. The 
pope at that time was the celebrated Adrian IV, a native 
of Abbot s Langley in Herttordbhire, the only English- 
man ever advanced to the piqial chaur; which he occu- 
pied no longer than five years, from 1154 to 1159; so 
that this third period is decisively and distinctly marked, 
which completed the Norman establishment of the priory; 
though the new building was perhaps only then in pro- 
gress. We now see how the prior and canons of Qxfocd, 
the most learned and scientific persons of their time, pos- 
sessed of ample means, secured to them by the strongest 
of all titles, by regal, imperial, and pajial grants, wm 
enabled, amidst ail the interruptions of foreign and do- 
mestic warfisr^ to give to the already amplified structure 

ticiilar yesr^ moatb, and day of the moon ea«^ partienlar mode of 
architecture began and termuated, may denommate this edifice Nor- 
man; bnt those who iraU nndontaad what the Uatonana of t^ 
have written, and can compare thdr accounts with the general stale 

and condition of men and things, at tho saiiR* time rccolicctintr tlie 
interested zeal of tlu invaders to extirpate or deface every menioraiu 
dum (if Saxon or En;j:lisli ingenuity, will not hesitate to pronounce it 
of an carUer origin." (^torer * Oxford CtUhedral,^^,) 
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of Ethelred that additional enlargement of plan, which 
in all cases distinguishes the Norman edifices from the 
Saxon °. 




PART OP THK SOUTH TRANSEPT AND CLOISTER, WITH THB 
KNTRANCB TO THB CHAPTER-HOUSB. 

^ These additions may be clearly traced on the exterior of the south 
transept, where the small Saxon windows of the original building still 
remain distinctly marked in the rubble-work, beneath the larger Nor. 
man windows, as we have endeavoured to shew in the woodcut above. 
The addition of the Norman work to the Saxon tower may also be 
distinctly traced, and is well shewn in our general view of the cathe- 
dral from the north-west. The lower part of the tower is of rubble- 
work, and the small Saxon windows are there visible ; but the upper 
story and the spire are of hewn stone, and the windows pointed. 
The height to which the Norman roof was carried may also be seen^ 
reaching nearly to the top of the Saxon tower. 

C 
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Let us examine more iu detail this interesting subjecL 
By an iBgeoioas xeooostnietioii of the primciiial oolimms^ 

which wore massive enough to admit of cutting and train- 
ing into any form, lot'ty archesy tiiougii of circular 8weep» 
yet with a variety of dressings and mouldings, have been 
carried with elastic boldness over the uupretendiug colon- 
nade beneath; where the ^laini low, and flat soffits of 
the Saxon arches are stiU to be seen ; and that nunei^ of 
each capital, which fronts the side aisles, has been suf- 
fered to remain, to support the ribs of the grmning. The 
solidity and breadth of the walls suggested the facility of 
adding another stage to the ciere-«tory ; and, consequently, 
of giving a due share of additional loftiness to the old 
tower. But here a difficulty occurred. Certain cracks, or 
fissures, were observed near the top of king Ethehred's 
tower ; but the bold genius of the Norman architect soon 
saw the remedy, A sort of pyramidal coping of stone 
had been long used, both here and in Nonnandy,afi a roof 
or covering to a lofty turret: hence the origin of spires. It 
occurred to our U^tbrd architect, that a jsimiiar termina- 
tion to this central tower would be not only ornamental, 
but serve, by its equal weight and pressure, to hold the 
side walls of the tower together, and thus effiBctoally to 
prevent them from spreading. The angular turrets have 
also their use, by their union with the tower and spire. 
It is worthy of remark, that a similar ezpedioit was 
adopted about the same time at Cassiiigton ; where a 
I^^orman tower, having e:dubited symptoms of declining 
from the perpendicular, a spire was erected to bind the 
walls together, which remains to this day. 

The mention of an old and new ^ stq^uU,'* in Wolsey's 
Journal Expenses, appears to have led Wood and 
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otiiera into aa emor. Hub ward fonneriy signified a 
•* tower and when a spire was erected upon it, it was 
called a spire-«teeple. The duurges therefore in this 
' Joaraal of Expenaes ^ might be for taking down the old 

steeple^ or tower, of St. Michaers at Southgate, and for 
the removal of the earth and nibble ftma the foundation 

t uf the new tower of the church, which the Cardinal had 
begun to build on the north side of the great quadrangle, 

I and which was at the time of his degradation raised 
about nine feet from the ground. This is the more pro- 
bable, from the gate*' and the new stepull'' being 

' coupled together. But if by the word ••stepull" we are 
to understand the "spire," how ai'e we to account for the 
carriage ofl56 loads of <'€iiriA and mMfer The sub- 
ject is involved hi difficulties. 

I This spire certainly accords in character with some of 

the earliest specimens in Oxfordshire and Northampton* 

I shire, measuring in height about two diameters of its 
base; and it ia remarkable, that the small turrets at the 

^ angles of the north tranaept are made to terminate in 
pyramidal octagons, similar to those wliieh surmount the 
anglea of the tower. These are the simple proCotypea of 

1 those exuberant jiinnacles, niches, and tabernacles, en- 
riched with crockets and hnials, which so profusely em* 

^ hellish the qiires and turrets of a later date. A singnlar 

I specimen of this improved kind of turret is seen on the 

I o " Paid to Tliouias Ilewister for ciirriaso of earth and rubble from 

the fayre gate and the new btepuU, to till the ditches on the bock 

ji. lide of the oolkge, clyi loads, at a peny the load, by compatatloii 
XII IS. 

Item to Jamei Floniiig, &e. for maldiig acaffolds far the taldiig 
downof Iheoldftepid], ins. 4d.'' CcUectmea Curioia, p. AOS. 

C2 
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north aide of the cathedral , beneath which is an e^gant 
iddiey oontaining a statue of 8t Frideawide. 




4 



Having examined the pretensions of Prior Guimond * 
as the principal architect of this edifice^ let ns uppiy the 
same process of investigation to the claims of the inge- 
nious Prior Philip. 

It seems to be dearl7 ascertained, that the relics of ^ 
St. Frideswide were translated " from an obscure to a 1 
more noted place in the church" in the year 1180 p. By 
this time, therefore^ we may oondnde that the mam fit- 
brie of the church was finished. This was the very year 
in which Phihp was ooostituted prior ; and» conseqiientiiy^ 
very little remained for him to do, except to pen an ac- 

» See Wood's Anoalii, 1. 166, and the referanoee in the aotei. 
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ooiinl of the imposmg sokmiuty^ at wiuch, lie infonns 
11B9 the idngf archbishop, Uahope, and noUes, were pre- 
sent; and divei^ mieacles were " then and after 
wioni^t both on derical and hikal people^** 

Fourth fbiiiod. The ftme of the patroness of 
Oxford liaving soon extezuled far and near^rich (^erings 

^ were made at her altab» and many endowments were 
added to those which had been already secured to them 

' by charter ; so that in the course of the two succeeding 
eeuteies we find, not only a beautiAil dapter^ioase 

I furiaed out of the ruiiis of the old church, (the obscure* 
l^aoe in whidi the altar of StFrideswide was <HnginalIy 
eonseeratedy) of whidi tlie Baxon pcwtal remains stOl at 
the western extremity; having survived the flames' 
which, in the e xsggeiated langnige of our historians, so 

I • repeatedly coiisuiued the whole dty ; but certain aisles 
and chapels also were constructed on the north side of 

I thedroir of the presen t csfltedral; oneof which has been 
observed to resemble the chapter-house so much in the 

i details of its architoctaie^ that there can be no doubt of 
the period when it was added ; though the purpose for 
which it was built has not been ascertained. It is pro- 
baUe^ however, that it was intended to receive the new 

shrine of St. Frideswide ; which, having been some time 
pr^ared, was, in the year lii89> solemnly dedicated, as a 
more splendid rsoeptsde for her reHcs; and deposited 

near the spot where the old shrine was; wiiich, being 

*l Ibid. From a MS. in the Bodleian^ de Miruculis S. Frideswydae. 

^ l)j(iBv, A. 177- 

^ It is worthy of notice, that the stone, jjartiLiihirlv of the zig-zag 
, iTiouldiiigs, appears to have suffered from the action oi' tire at a rt rnote 
period. Of this we ar<e informed by Mr. Hudson the builder ; and it 
was seen by many penoos when the thick coat of wbitewaafa wit le- 
movod in tilt ooum of ionie xeesnt lepihs. 
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smaller, appears, if we may trust to the expressions of 
Thomas Wikes in iiis duonideS to have beeD piaoed 
within the new one. 

Fifth PKaioD. From this period^ to that of the Be- 
fbimatkniy the honottTs of the piboe increased. Senuons 
were preached at St. Frideswide's cross, and the UniTer- 
sity authorities went in annual processions to her ahar. i 
Even a more superb and el^ant shrine was afterwards 
constructed, about the \ ear 1480* 4 

A charitative sufasidjr*'' apparently in furtherance of 
this among other objects, was voted in 11 convocation of ^ 
tlie clergy, about this time, for the promotion and de&iioe 
of the interests of the Churdh. In the same convocatioii 
it was decreed, that the anniversaries of St. Osmund, 
St. F&iDEswiDE, and St Etheldreda, (St Audiy,) who 
had been previously canonised, should be devoutly ede* j 
brated throughout the province of Canterbury at all fiu 
ture tiroes ^cum regimine chori et novem leetionibus^** 
Archbishop Bourchier, and his successor, John Morton, 
both cardiaais, both chancellors of the University, and ^ 
also chancdlors of all England, both educated almost 
within the precincts of St. Frideswide's monastery, one ' 
a student in Nevil's Court, the otfier principal of Peck- 
water Inn, might well be expected to beoome benefactors 1 
to the priory, and to the University at large. The latter, t 
who lived to the age of ninety years, dying in 1500, has 
left abundant memorials of his architectural zeal both at 
Canterbury and Oxford; particularly in repairing the | 
old Congregation-house and Univerdty library, now the 
Law School, contributing largely to the new nave of 
St Mary's church, and forwarding the completion of the 
IXvinity sdiool*. To this period, therefore, we may 

^ Ap. Gnle, p. 1 la t Wilkiio, Conea. UL 613. 

« Bart's CHtterbmy^ p. i 
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reasonably refer tiie architecture of this third and lagt 
ahrine of St Frideswide^ 

We have dwelt the lon<i^r cm this part of our subject, 
because the tomb the origiual prioress and her parents 
to not only interestiiig in itsdf, bat is intimately oon- 
nected with the general history and progressive advance- 
ment of the prioiy. Thas» when the double aisle was 
bollt, aboat for the reception of 8t Frideswide's 
altar and shrine, the zeal of the faithiul was encouraged 
to add another large aisle»chantr7>oardwpel,to the north 

of it, specially dudicatcd to the \^irgiii Mary, lest the fame 

oi the lady patroness should obscure the original founda- 
tion of her &ther^B dinrdi. After the deeease of hidy 
Sllzaheth dc IMoiitacute, 28 Ed. Ill, daughter of sir 
Peter de Montforty of Beldeeert easttey a great benefao- 
tress to the priory, in compliance with her bequ^ a 
chantry of two secular priests was founded here> to cele- 
brate divine service daily for her sonl; and, amongst 
many others recited fully by Dugdale, for the souls of 
William de Montacute, her first husband, sir Thomas de 
Fumival, her second husband, and fer the sonls of aD 
her ciiiidren, paients, and friends. " For this lady," says 
the eieeUent antiquary above mentioned, there is yet 
standing a beautiful monument of marble, with her por- 
traiture thereon cut to the lite, on the north side ot the 

^ Whether the brass plates, which onoe adorned the sqnan ihur 
tomb beneath, were intended by a common anachronigm to represent 
tiie Cither end mother of St. FMbvMo, which is the traditional tale 
of the ve^gentymaitiiovbeiiMroaNMrof ofuii^ The hod drew 
of the ftoele fignre is of the autnd farm, indi u we oonuaoelj see 
hi the bnmm of the h«ler part of the 15th eeatarf. A benitiAd 
oenopy of Yinlted otone-work e e p e n te i tbii lower diviiioii of the 
dfffaie fnm the upper ; to whieh there is en aeeeot by tteps, wfaidi 
are much worn ; and it was here that the offerings of great personages 
and (itnuigers were made upon the uitax oi the patrouetis^ which wai 
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1. SHRINE OF ST. FRIDKSWIDE ; 2. TOMB OF LADY MONTACUTB ; 
3. MONUMENT IMPROPERLY CALLED PRIOR GUIMOND's. 

fixed against the eastern pillar. At the west end of the lower divi- ' 
sion is a perforation in the stone- work^ of an ogee form, which an- 
swered the double purpose of receiving the ordinary contributions of 
visitors, and of affording just such a tantalizing view of the interior, 
as would stimulate any stranger of common curiosity^ to request per. 
mission to ascend to the sacred platform above. 

It affords a strong presumption of the late period of the construe 
tion of this work, that the upper compartment is carved in wood ; and 
that the arches, both above and below, are so flattened, as to exhibit 
the elliptical form so often seen in continental Gothic, and which 
is also observable in Dart's view of archbishop Bourchier's tomb at 
Canterbury, though Gough has not so represented it in his Sepulchral 
Afonuments. 
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quire,'' &c. Fortunately, this beautiful inonuineiit still 
remaiiw; ami whatever injury it has eiislaiiied^ was pro- 
hahlj done befim the time of Dugdale ; and any attempt 
to restore the colouring, which is suffidenUy warm, would 
be as iigudicaous as to give brigfatnesa and polish to a 
lUmian coin. 

The description of the remaining monuments, including 
the great work by Chantry, thongb not ao satjafiustray 
as might be wished, may be seen in most of the published 
accounts of the cathedral. They are of various degcee^ 
of merit The heraldry of this AurA, in particalar, ia 
truly iuterestiug and curious ; from the blazonry of Mon- 
tacute, Moothermor, Montfiort^ and Coortney, to the pen>> 
case and inkhom of Zonch in the north aisle <^ the tran- 
sept. The painted glass is also rich in armorial designs, 
poartnitByand posies; and iho triple tnmapoaitioii of the 
cardinaFs bend or legend, "Dorainus michi adjutor, " in- 
tmningled with the portraits of himself and his great 
eo-feunder, in the east windows^ of the cbmr, is truly ma^ 
sonic and gratifying, though arranged so late as the year 
1696. In the west window, which ia compoBed chiefly 
of fragments, are some curious representations of St. Fri- 
deswide, her lather and mother, St. Catharine, bULucy, 
&e. But oar limits prednde us fnxm an attempt to de- 
scribe every thing in detail ; which would require njany 
separate volumes, on the respective subjects of Architeo- 
turev Sculptnre, Pamting, and Heraldry. The inscrip- 
tions alone, at the same time that they furnish a regular 
ofaitQary of the coU^, are ao ample and numeroua, that 
they constitute no inconsiderable portion of British bio- 
graphy. They have been carefully collected and pre- 

1 The most striking part of the desijorn of this \v iiulovr attributed to 
sir James Thoniliiii is borrowed from one of the C artoons of Raphael, 
called " il Fresepe," or ike Maog^^ preaerved in Uie Guiae Coilecdaa. 
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served bjrUie late Blr.Oatdi, (rmn the wicnke ef Wooi 

and WiUifi» with additions by lumself to the year 
These occupy more than forty pages of his History and 
Appendix ; to which we now subjoin such as caimut fail 
to interest all who have any xevennoe for Isanungy pietyv 
and virtue. 

On the pedestal of a suf^rb statue of marbk in the 
niffth transept from the hand of Chantry: 

CYRILLO . JACKSON 

IN . MEMOBIAM . DRCJMATY9 
Aim. JOm . PSMLABB • OBSn 

iJKioi • aQTAMM • 9imaria 

9m0 • OVFIOIO . AO . FISTATB 

vaoaaTiiT 

1km 1783, xwigiiei ISN^ dM UUl 

On a marUe tablet affixed to a pillar m the north 
transept: 

Juxta sepultus est 

Almmiiu WestmooMterMnaii 
St per dttodedm anno* 
aliar ti6osonm 
yit intcgeRiiiuB in Ghriifeo fide! 
mora In vite 0t moribnt inoooeiitbB 
et in munere gravissimo obeundo 

constantice fere sin^laris ! 
diaciplinR* vt inKtitutioinini austrarimi 

tarn iinpense amans ' 
ut «dis hujusce famam et existimatioiieiii 
non nKido dam in vivis emet 
dBteivi mis Muis <yt«ii»B f gtiifiiiti|Bft nB t f puMWt 
aed et mariou etbm 
Intazs ijus amplitadini 
in tettamento mo ooniuleret 
ne ^tur deuderatisBimi viri memoria intra parietal nostiot 

non perpctuo conservetur 
iniiniuir liocce posuerunt 
DecainiH et (^nnoTiici. 

ob. did Mail iv^. A. D. luicccxviu. mt, xliuo. 
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On a jnarble tablet aflixed to a pillar in the nortli 
transqpt* 

Fmn» ElmmiTj 0. T. P. 
AqIb Siacd Albtiii Principdii 
et Onndeni profttior in Urttirfe 

Natos Y. Feb. mocclxxiv. Mortem obiit viii. Martii mjxxx:zxv. 

Vixit probus piusque 

moribus simplex 

Uteris (It'djtus 

nittlti])lici eruditiune iiudgmtlil 

hoic Academiae quam 

hptid lingiilirifeef io dfiKciiB babaH 
■ 

flmilo fffln mw GtnBGK Kbbihb idnovcrit 
tesluitiir oprara nmtno din anpvliitiURk 

uaqne a pueria inter We a Unun aateri fw a w nuoepta 

in hac «de stabilitae 

et per inaturinris vita? cursum perpetuo excultw 
marmor hoc extniendum curavit 

c. w. w. w. » 

t L « Gliail» Walkya WiBin WinuM^ 



At the west end* immediatdy under the great west 

window: 

iMemorifP 

■ 

Carol I . Llovd 
Oxoniensis . Ej)iscopi 
Qui . Quum 
Li . Anditorio . Domestioo . Aedia . Cfariad 
EJementa . Matbeseos 
CSetcrai • que . Bmdits . Aatiqeitaftia 
JMacipiliiiaa • aooater • tfadidiaiefc 
Tandem 

In . &8. TheoIogMe • Catiiednun . adleetoa 
Eo . Manere . in . Exempliini . perfenetaa. ail 

Kt . cun^ . sin(7ulari . omnium . ordinum . amora 
vixit . ium. xx.iV'. mens. viii. di. v. 
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Vir i 
Ingenio . Acri . Fervido . Oeneroflo 
Innocentia . Vitae . Fide . Pietate . Donii . Foris . que . carat 
in . Sennone . FamUiari . Jucundus . Hilaris . Facetus 
JLiteiBrum . ac . Praecipue . Sacrarum . Peritia . Tn^g^Sa 
In . Verbo • Diviao • PubUoe . Eiponendo 

Dilncida • Oratioiie . XnlnatraTit ^ 
Dooewt .Londxni • d. xzzi. Maii . an. xnooozxix 
Bt • in . Coemotario • Hotpitii • liincnilmiMh . Sepoltqs . art 
Amkd • Anuoo • Ductpnli • Pnoocplon* B» If* 

Hone . Titulum 
Inscribendum . Curaverimt. 

i 

On a tablet in the south transept : 

Viri in Chritlo •dmodmn rmtoidi 
JoAKNis Thomm James, S. T, P. 

Episcopi Calcuttensis 
olim ill liac aide alumni 
dein apud Flittoii in agro Bedfordieiui 
per annos x evangelista? 
literas huinaniores artesqiie liberales 
quEs feliciter excoluit 
ieriptia etuun illustravit 
•ed nec famm nee otii appeteng 
in hoc tee totna incnboit 
Hi pirvnlnni gNgm CSiristi bIu commiiiiini 
diligenter ac fideliter paaceret 
Max 

iwBifno pastore evoeanto 

Indiarum ovile pene infinitum 
bif intra exiguum teia|>uria apatium 
cnstndi' priTatiim 
ipse qiioque intrnvit tjintum 
Ct morieus pariter du&tituit. 
Sodales ex hac sede 
qnod Mlamlicnit 
hoc mannor 

P. a 

(Profife hnd hf Wflitnieotli) 
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Against tlie wan of tlie norfli aigle: 

Intra luBc meenk oooditas est 
Ptonoua Farv^ & T.P. 
Pifl BC C i ow OioniiM M aniL xxxin. AxducliMoaiii. 
Aofae B.M.V. Ftincipalifl. Demde In^ Eedaam Guumieiii. 
Vtr ti qnis tUns dero ttus qae cams 
erat eiiim ingenio facili inaiisueto libenJi 
judicio cxquisitu perspioici saiio 
siricera pietute ac iDoribus integerrimis 
Uteris turn sacris turn humanioribuii omatus 
Doctrinam tam«ii jno sua m o det t ia dissimalalMit 
hmiora meniit podus quam amfat?it 

quippe qni semper siln satis liaberet 
Post puerittsm spud Westmiiiiasterieases aetani 
in Iiae «de qvam dilexit anioe 

ci:gus fame atque existimationi per ann. fere i^vi. 
uiimmui censor canonicus iiivigilavit 
et viverc et man 
l>ecea8it iv Febniarii A.S. mdcccxxx. ectat, liXZlV. 
amici mcBreiiteB hoc mannor p*c. 



CHAFEL8» ChAMTAIES, and 

In additioa to the Lady Chapel, adjoining to which 
was the Montacnte chantryt already mentioned, there is 
every reason tu believe^ that there were many other cha- 
pels and chantries, with their appropriate altars. One 
of these appears to have been formed by inclosing the 
eactremity of the southern aisle of the choir, called Bishop 
King^s aide; the partition being in existence when the 
ground-plan of Browne Willis was published in 17^* 
and hete the bishops of Oxford are still jmi in possessloii 
of their temporalities. Anotfier, with a large eastern 
window of elaborate and peculiar tracery, was attached 
to the same sontfaem aisle, and conmmnicated with the 
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south transept. This was probably the chapel of St. Lucy; 
mentioned by Wood, though evidently misplaced and 
misappropriated by tradition, being confounded with the 
Refectory. 




CHAPEL ATTACHED TO THE SOUTH AISLE 
AND TRANSEPT. 



At the foot of an angular buttress, at the southern ex- 
tremity of this chapel, an extraordinary piece of ancient 
sculpture has been recently discovered, on the removal 
of a great quantity of rubbish from the foundation of the 
walls. It was without doubt placed here for the purix)se 
of preserving it, being covered with the earth and rub- 
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^ bifih» kit pttritanicai eeal should destroy it. Some per- 
wmhuwe sapposed it lobe the andentfontof StFrides- 

wide's church, which was certainly parochial as well as 
cvmveiitualy till the gieat changes introduced by Wolsey* 
But there was no reason for concealment in this case ; as 
many such iuiits have been preserved, and several beauti- 
^ M BpedmeoB irtOl nnuun ia the paiocUd efanicfae. of 
' Oxford. We conclude, tberttore, that it is the celebrated 
altar (ara) or reliquary of St. Frideswide, in which her 
bones, real or supposed, were enshrined on the day of 
their translation, in 1180, from the ''obscure" position 
^ which they previoosly occupied^ to a more splendid recep- 
tacle. 

, That this curious relic should be so carefully pre- 
served, and ^aced here as a kind of immovable fixture, 

^ might have aribtii fiuin the frequent mention of tene- 

j meats, and even of academical halls, said in the old regis* 
ten of the priory to be *<de ara 8. Frideswids as if it 
was the tenure by which these possessions were held; 
for, besides anniversaries, obits, chantries, chapels. See* 

^ many were the gifts of the religious towards the suj^iort 
of the altars, ornaments, lights, or luminaries ; the shrine 

^ of St Frideswide, and the like*. The reason for con* 
cealiiig it so carefully from public view will appear 
firom the injunctions of Henry VIII, as well as from the 
statutes of Edward VI, Elizabeth, and James I, for the 
destruction of all altars of relics, images, shrines, ^c. 

4. 
I 

» Cwdinal BeMifor^ when he was taahop of Lincoln, in which dio- 
oete Oxford then wM, iatned an indnlgenoe of forty dayi to those wbo 
diooU visit the ihxiiie of 8t Frideivride, and oe^ 
the Mid motiartery, (Vide Hemnfaiida Hen. Beanfcrt S^iic. Line 

p. a.) 
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8CULPTUEE8 FROM THE ANCIENT ALTAB. 



Three sides of this altar are now exposed to view, the fourth being 
immured in the buttress. In one compartment is the usual repre- 
sentation of the Fall of Man. In the second, or central compartment, 
we see obviously displayed the great example of the Faith of Abra- 
ham ; who is in the act of stretching forth his hand to slay his son ; 
but the hand of the Almighty, issuing from the clouds, arrests with 
sudden grasp the instrtunent of death. The sacer agnus, caught in 
a thicket by his horns, completes the group. (Gen. xxii.) The small 
altar, with its triple arcade, without much capital or base, will be duly 
appreciated by the architectural antiquary. The third compartment 
has been supposed to exemplify the operation of the good and evil prin. 
ciple in the different destinies of Isaac and Ishmael, though each de- 
parts from the presence of Abraham with a blessing. (Gen. xvi. 12, 
and xxi. 9, compared with Gal. iv. 22.) But the book visible in the 
left hand of the principal figure may well seem to indicate the Al- 
mighty sitting in judgment on the sons of men. (Rev. xx. 11, 12.) 
The three compartments thus combined constitute the whole scheme 
of the Christian dispensation — the fall and the condemnation of man, 
with his redemption through the mediatorial sacrifice of Christ. This 
explanation may satisfy us, that the fourth side contained no sculp- 
ture, but was originally intended to be placed against a wall or a pil- 
lar, as usual in the case of small altars of relics, though the principal 
altar was detached. The contending principles of good and evil are 
represented, after the ancient manner, by two winged serpents, or 
dragons ; whose heads meet at the base, whilst their bodies take a 
sweep round the angles of the altar, and their tails are enveloped in 
the foliage above. 



)Ogl 
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QUADRANGLE, COMMONLY CALLED TOM-GATE. 

The College. 

As a collegiate establishment and professed nursery 
of learning, Christ Church may be said to have had no 
fewer than three distinct foundations: namely, in the 
years 1525, 1532, and 1545. Although the two last of 
these bear the more imposing weight of a royal name, 
yet we ought never to forget, that the merit of originating 
the whole, and therefore of really producing all those 
beneficial effects which have since flowed from the insti- 
tution, is wholly due to the vigorous mind and munificent 
spirit of Cardinal Wolsey. 

D 
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Of this great man, who for several yean waa not caalf 

the stay and ornament of his own country, but also the 
mamspriug ot the political transactioiis of all Europe^ it 
does not belong to a work like this to speak at laige. 
His history is identified with that of his country^ and is 
recorded in its inroper place. We merely present tbe 
reader with a faint outline of his life, as connected with 
those grand schemes for the advancement of learning 
and reUgion, for whidi his name is still pronounced with 
honour throughout the university by hundreds of her 
grateful sons. 

Thomas Wolsey was bom at Ipswich in Suilblk, in 
March 1471. His parents are believed to have been in 
humble drcumstanQeSy but of this nothing is known 
which can be considered as certain. By tlie party-writers 
of their own day few men have been subjected to mote 
numerous or bitter invectives. He is generaDy re- 
viled as the butcher's son;" and this story has been 
copied by later historians. Yet, whatever might have 
been the occupation of his father, he could scarcely be 
considered as moving in the very lowest sphere; since in 
his Will he speaks of the contingency of bis son being not 
merely in holy orders, but " a priest" within a year after 
his own death» and devises to his wife all his lands and 
tenements** in one paribii, and his " free and bond lands'* 
in another. He was therefore a person of xespectaUe 
property. 

After hunie continuance at a country grammar-school, 
where his talents began to shew themselves of no ordi- 
naiy class, Wolse) w as removed to Oxfuid ; and Magda- 
lene College had the honour of receiving him as an in* 
mate. Here he soon made such profidency in the studies 
of the place, as to be admitted to his hrst degree at the 
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tamiiiar appellation of " the Boy-bachelor." He was 
afterwank elected one of tibe £^ows; and in the year 

1498 held the office of college bursar, wlieii, under his 
directions, and, as it has been thought, trom his design, 
was completed that grand and singnlariy beantifiil tower 
which still coutiiiueH to be reganled as the pride and 
boast of Oxford. It is in fiict as a buildings what Wolaey 
was as a man : and to him who cannot peroeiye and feel 
its beauties, it is vaiu to attempt to describe theiu. 

Having been appointed master of Magdalene school, 
he had under his tart*, among other boys of good quality, 
three sons of the marquess of Doxset: whose father taking 
him witii them to the country, and discovering his sur- 
prising talents, presented hiui to the benefice of Lyniing- 
ton, which was Wolsey's first ecclesiastical preferment. 
This was in the year 1500. But though he began to 
shew great activity here, in repairing and beautifying 
both the chnreh and his parsonage-house, he did not con- 

tinue long a resident in Ihu^e parts; for, haviiig- lust his 
patron by death, lie went as domestic chaplain to arch- 
bishop Dean of Canterbury ; and, upon this prelates de- 
cease shortly afterwards, attached himself to sir John 
Nani^iant, or Nanfim, the treasurer of Calais, by whom 
he was so strongly recommended to king Henry Vllth, 
that Ills majesty af^inted him one ol his chaplains. 

Being now placed witliin a sphere for whidi nature 
and his own desires so eminently qualified liiiu, Wolsey 
rose rapidly in royal favour and geneial estimation, while 
at the same time honours and preferments began to be 
showered down plenteousiy upon him. Before the death 
of Henry VHth he held a second rectory; then a third ; 
waa sent ambassador to the emperor oi Germany ; was 
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made dean of Liiiooln in 1508, (on whkii oocaaioii he re- ^ 

signed his benefice of Lyiuiiigtou,) prebendary of Walton 
Brmhold» and prebendary of Stow. The yoong king 
Henry Vlllth soon took him into his senrioe ; by degrees 
made use of liim for the most important purposes of state, , 
entrusted him with the highest oflSoes, and poured into 

his lap wealth aiid dignities with such profusion, that , 
during some years Wolsey was not only the richest, but 
likewise the most powerful subjeet in Europe. j 

In the course of three years, from 1511 to 151^, he ) 
was made canon of Windsor, registrar and afterward 
diancellor of the order of the garter ; first prebendary, ^ 
then dean, of York ; dean of Hereford ; and precentor 
of St. Paul's. He also obtained the bishopric of Tour- 
nay in Flanders. In 1514 he was made bishop ul" Lin- 
coln, and afterwards archlushop of York: in 1515 the 
pope created him a cardinal, by the title of StCeciUa: ^ 
in 1516 he was made lord high chancellor of England, 
and legate a latere : in 1518 he became bishop of Bath 
and Wells, and likewise obtained the rich abbey of St. 
Alban to hold in cowuiendam : in 152S he was made 
bishop of Durham, resigning the see of Bath and Wells : 
and, lastly, in 1529, he exchanged tlie distant see of Dur- 
ham for the more convenient one of Winchester. 

In the midst of all these honours, and the arduous and 
incessant duties which they imposed on him, Wolsey 
nerar forgot the place of his early education, but con- 
tinued to regard the university of Oxford with the most ' 
£ivourable and fostering eye. A real friend to letters, he 
was desirous of improving the plan of academic studies ; 
and to that end was a s^ealous encourager of Greek litera- 
ture^ then rising into notice throughout Europe. He 
was instrumental in removing the prejudices of those. 
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who taking a dislike to the intruductiou of Greek called 
theouelves Trqfomif and opposed the Gredms in every 
way during some time : till through the care of the heads 
frf housiaB, with the assistance of Wolsey» and a few other 
wann fnends, the Oreekuu at last canned their pouit; 
aud the study of the language began to receive that en- 
coiinigenieDt, which it has contiiiiied to ezperieDce, with 
little intmnission, ever since. 

Aa he also expressed a wish for the revisioa and re- 
modeUing of the Statutes* the University gladly accepted 
his proposal ; and in June, ]518» the Convocation passed 
a decree that the Statutes should be placed in Wolsey'a 
hands, to he altered, corrected, or expunged, according 
to his discretion. 

It waa aboat this time that he founded and endowed 
seven public lectures in the University; for Theology, 
Civil Law, Physic, Pliilosophy, Mathematics, Greek, 
Rhetoric, and Humanity. For these the University was 
very grateful to him, returning him due ackuowiedg- 
menta in a pnUic letter of thanks; and the lectures cer- ^ 
taitily nourished during his prosperity ; but after his fall 
they sensibly declined* 

Of course it was impossible that such a man as Wolsey 
should not mark with deep anxiety the proceedings of 
Martin Luther, and the formidable spread of hia doc- 
trines. The favourable reception of those doctrines in 
Oxford at thia tune was no secret to him ; and he judged 
ft pmdent to summon to his hooae in London certain 
prelates and other learned men, by whom the obnoxious 
tenets were discnssed in a private kind of convocation, 
and condemned as a matter of course. A transcript of 
the censure passed waa forwarded to Oxford, and by au^ 
tliority publidy affixed on the curious sundial which Nico- 
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las Kratzcr, reader uf Mathematics, had erected on the 
southern wall of the churchTard of St. Maxy's, in the 
most {mblic part of tbe High-street*. The writings of 
Luther also, as many as cuuid be found, were consigned 
to the flames ; an act which, as usual, produced eancUy 
the o|)posite effect to that which was intended hy its ad- 
visers. 

The Cardinal, ambitious of fatnre fime, and desiions 

to hand duwn to posterity some lasting monument of his 
love of letters, his affection for Oxford, his power and 
princdy munificence, at length determined to found in 
that university a college, which by its extent and splen- 
dour might give effect to these wishes; and as bis un« 
bounded influence, both with the pope and with his sove- 
reign, combined with the immense revenues already at 
his command to smooth down all difficulties which might 
otherwise have obstructed his designs, he at once took 
most decisive and energetic measures to bring his proo 
jected plan into full operation. 

The first step taken by Woisey in the prosecution of 
this scheme was, to induce the prior and convent of 
St. Frideswide to surrender that establishment into the 
hands of the king ; which was effected in the year 1522. 
The king, approving of the Csidinal's design, transferred 
the convent to his hands : Clement VIII. afterwaid is- 

* Tlie origbial ocftificite by Kntior, «f thii haring bM don^ is 
BOW remainingiii tiie Bodtoiaa library ; and if in thete ivotds: 

Aflo 1530 Ega KiatieniB BaYBros Moiino£<ti nfltas semis Regis 
Henrici 8* Jnara illius perlegi Ozonis AstronomUl supple sphafsm tmu 
toriuk'iii Jo. (le Sacrobosco, Compoaitionem Astrolabii et jreographiam 
Pl()ieititA;i. In illo teiii|>ore erexi Coiuua m u ciliiulru ante eccleaia 
divse VirginiB, cu iapidda Wilhclnu* Kaste servo nsris. Eo tempore 
Luthenis fiiit ab Univcrsitnti i hU luuatiis. Cujus tetttimuiuum ego 
Nioolaus Kraserus in coiuua propria uumu pretm." 

I 
I 
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aiied a bull for ite gopprcwion, to whidi Henry gave his 

conseut on couditiou that Wolse/ should establifih in its 
loom a college of secular caDons V He next applied 
himself to the pope for permission to dissolve a consi- 
derable number of small monasteries and prioriesy where 
perhaps not more than fire or six religions were some* 
times living, and to transfer their revenues to his in- 
tended coUege» for the furtherance of learning and reli« 
gion. dement VIII. granted his request, and by a boil 
dated September^ 1524, which may be seen in volume 
XIV. of Rymer, gave him permission to suppress ceiv 
tain of these minor religious houses, to the annual amount 
of three thousand ducats of gold. The king couhrmed 
this fauUy by a letter dated 7th January, 1585« 

Wolsey now lost no time ; but ])i oceeded immediately, 
according to the tenour of the bull, to suppress the fol- 
lowing estabUshments: priory of St. Frideswide, as be- 
fore staled ; nunnery of Littlemore, near Oxford ; prio- 
ries of Tickford, near Newp6rtPagneU; Ravenstonfi near 
Olney; and Daventry, Northamptonshire; Brad well, near 
btony Stratford, Bucks ; Canwell and Sandwell, county 
of Stafford; Tunbridge and Ljresnes, in the parish of 
Erith, Kent ; Begham and rynbaui, near Arundel, Sus- 
sex; nunnery of Wyke8» or Sopwick, Essex; priories of 
lyptree, Blackmore, Stanesgate, Hoikesley, Thobie* near 
Ingatestoiie, and Poogbiey, near Chaddie worth, Essex ; 
Waliingfordy Berks; Dodenash and Snap^ Suffolk* 

Besides the foregoing, granted to him by the bull of 
1524, the Cardinal in 1528 obtained possession of certain 
othei^ whose revenues he applied as before to his col- 
leges at Oxford and Ipswich : namely, priories of Brume* 

^ Rymer's Foedcra, XIV. p. 15. 
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hill, Norfolk ; and Felixstow, buiiblk ; nunnery of Be la 
Pray, near 8t Albania, Herta; priory at St Peter in 
Ipswich, aud Kiunburgh, Suffolk ; nuimery ot Fairweld 
Staffordahire; hoefntal of St Wolatao^ at WorceaCer; 
prioriea of Oinges, near Thoby» Essez^ and Otieham, in 
Hailsham, Sussex ; hospital of St James at AUerton, 
Yorkshire. Together with tfaeae* for particakr aoGOunta 
of wiiiili the reader may consult Dugdalc s Monasticon, 
and Tanner's Notitia Monastica^ it is rep(urted that he 
obtained aome olihers, making in all fbrty4wo or more. 

On Jnly 13th, 1525, W^olsey obtained from the king 
letters patent for founding and perpetuating a colkge» for 
a dean, certain secular canons, and scholars in Divinity, 
Canon and Civil Law, the liberal Arts, Medicine, and 
Humanity, with lands and revenues for their suf^aort to 
the clear yearly value of two thousand i)ounds : the college 
to be dedicated to the Holy Trinity, the Virgin Mary, St 
Frideswide^ and All Ssints : and to be styled Coll£OIUM 
Thom^ \V ulsey Cakdinalis £boeac£Nsis. 

FnusT FOUNDATION. Having prepared a site for his 
intended new buildings, by pulling down about fifty feet 
ut the western end ot bt. Frideswide's priury church, con- 
taining three pillars and four arches of the nave^ together 
with the western side of the cloister; and demolishing 
an ancient hostel belonging to Balliol CoU^pe, called JLtm^ 
dxm CcUege, which had been used f<nr the study of the 
Civil Law; he proceeded on the 17th of July to lay the 
font stone of his college with great pomp and ceremony, 
all the University officers being in attendance, and a vjist 
concourse of people. The Cardiual himself was prevented 
by state affairs foom presiding on this memorable ooe»« 
sion ; hut his place was filled by Dr. John Longland, 
bishop of loncoin, who first treated his company with a 



Digitized by Google 




Digitized by Google 



CHRIST CHURCH. 



41 



Latin sermon, and afterwards with a most sumptuous 
entertainment. The foundation-stone bore a long inscrip- 
tion of Wolsey's titles in Latin ; which may be seen in 
A. Wood, and in Grove's History ; and they state that 
" diverse sums of money were offered on it, according to 
the mariner." The exact situation of this stone has not 
been ascertained ; but it is supposed to have been laid at 
the south-eastern comer of the great quadrangle, nearly 
under the archway, above which is the statue of the Car- 
dinal, executed by F. Bird of Oxford in 1719, at the ex- 
pense of sir Jonathan Trelawny, bishop of Winchester. 




Not waiting for the completion of his intended struc- 
tures, the Cardinal was anxious to put his college into 
active operation ; and therefore, as soon as he could ob- 
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tain lodgings snffident for Hils purpose, he setUed in it 

a dean and eighteen canons wiiom he had previously se- 
lected, togeUi^ with certain Bcholan, aonieof whom were 
invited from Cambridge, and others from foreign parts; 
being a small portion of his intended foundation ; which 
appears, fanm his atatntee still remaining in the college 
under hia own hand and seal, to have embraced the fol- 
lowing membeis: a dean» a sub-dean^ siz^ canons of 
the first rank, forty canons of the second rank, thirteen 
chaplains, twelve clerks, and sixteen choristers, for the 
service of the chordi ; six public profe ssors, to read lec- 
tures to all students of the University ; four private pro- 
fessors, to read to those only of his own college ; four 
censors of morals and learnings two of whom should be 
doctors of divinity, iind two masters of arts; three trea- 
surers; four collectors of rents ; and twenty servants, to 
attend the above: in all, 186 persons. 

He assigned also several sums of money to be expended 
yearly, for charitable uses, for entertainment of strangers, 
and fur providing horses, when necesiaary, to expedite the 
coU^e business. 

He ap])ointed Dr. John Hygden, president of Magda* 
iene college, his first dean : and tlie names of his eighteen 
canons are preserved by Antony a Wood. He likewise 
added from time to time certain sdiolars, or canons of 
the second rank, culling the sharpest wits and most pro- 
mising genius from every quarter where he could find 

them, 'i'lie names of these scholars likewise are given 
by Wood in his Annals.'' Among those whom he 
brought from Cambridge it is said that one was William 
Tyndale, tlie celebrated translator of the i\ew Testament 
into English, and afterwards a martyr, who had originally 
been a member of Magdalene Hall aft Ozfoid, and bad 
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snlwequently migrated to Cambridge : of this, however, 
there is good reason to doubt. Another was Joha Jb rith* 
who had oamsted hi the same good work, and who, fiaU- 
ing into controversy with sir Thomas More, wai> seized 
and burned at Smithfield in the year 1533* It k most 
oeitaiDf however, that within this eoUege, and chiefly by 
means of those Cambridge bcholars, there sprung up a 
wann and lively feeling of Frot e at a ntigm, supported by 
the writings of Luther, which caused eonsidt ral)le un- 
' easiness and pain to the founder before his tail; who^ 
though eager to pr o mote sound learning and vdigiont 
did not expect or wish to meet with that loud of fruit 
from his labours*. 

The powerful impression which these grand designs 
of Wolsey had made, and the degree of interest which 
they had ezdted ftr and near, may be eoneeiYed from 

' the language of Fox the martyrologist ; who speaks in 
terms of the warmest admiration of the Cardinal, both 
for the sumptuous magnifieenee of his buildings, and hia 

eagerness to collect the most learned men into his so- 
defy. 

On Wolsey's attainder in October, 1529, all theee au- 
spicious coimiieucements were suspended, and the favour- 
able hopes of mankind were at onoe dashed to the ground. 
The fuuiidatioii, not yet complete in law, fell into the 
king's hands, with all its actual and intended revenues 
and eflfeets; and he gave to his hungry courtiers many 
of the properties belonging to the suppressed monas- 
teries, which had been eaqiressly set apart for the endow- 
I ment of the Cardinal's college. 

« " In the mvAn time," says Fox in his Acts and Monnineiits, "Ln- 
iherihui increased daily in the University, and chiefly in the Cardinal 
CoUege, by certain of the Caatabr^giMU that there remained." 
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Second foundation. In this miMrftble state things 
continued till 1532 ; in which year, at the earnest request 
dl several friends of learnings and the humble petition of 
those who had been members of the CardiiiaFs founda- 
tion» Henry was pleased to take up the languishing esta- 
blishment, and re-found it in his own name. 

By letters patent, dated 8th July, 1582, the king re- 
founded this college on the same site» ground^ and dr- 
cnit, under the name of King Hekrt the Eighth's 
College; dedicated, us before,^ the Holy Trinity, the 
Virgin Mary, and St. Frideswide ; endowing It also with 
a yearly revenue of two thousand pounds clear, for the 
maintenance of a dean and twelve canons secular, who 
should make a fiill chapter and body corporate. The 
dean appointed by the iiiug w as Dr. Hygden, who had 
filled that office for the cardinal: and the canons were 
men selected for their talents and proficiency in learn- 
ing"^, among whom were Kobert Wakefield, John Ice- 
land, the laborious and learned antiquary, and m John 
Cheke, afterw ards tutor to king Edward VI. Dr. Hyg- 
den, dying within a few months of his re-appointment, 
was succeeded by Dr. John Oliver. 

TuiKD FOUNDATION. The second foundation had 
continued only thirteen years, namely, from 1532 to 
1545, when the king, having fixed his mind upon an 
entirely new plan, ordered a commission to issue for the 
surrender of the college with all its possessions, cmce 
niuic, into his hands. This suritnder was accordingly 
made by a formal deed, dated 20th May, 1545 : and the 
members of the college, again turned adrift upon the 
world, were relieved by small yearly pensions assigned to 

^ See tiieir nam^ recorded by Antony a Wood. 
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them by the kin^, to eonthiue until some better provi- 
sion could be fuuud tor them. 

Some lew years ptevkmty to this traii0action» Heiny> 
as if willing to make some compensation to the church for 
the spoliatioa of so many monaetenes^ had projected the 
emtion of eeveral new biahopriGS* which should be en- 
dowed out of the revenues of the dissolved i\ ligious houses* 
Of these bishoprics he erected six, namely, Chester, Glou- 
cester, Bristol, Westminster, (which, after continuing ttii 
years, was suppressed by his son, Kdward VI.) Peter- 
baroogh, and Oxford, these last two beinf taken out of 
Lincohi. The see of Oxford he fixed at Oseney, in the 
western suburbs of the city ; where stood a magnificent 
abbey of Augustinians, of high rank and power, yast 
possessions, with a most splendid church, and a collection 
of other ecclesiastical buildings not to be equalled by any 
thing of the kind in England, or, as some tell us, in 
Europe. But of all this grandeur not a trace is now re- 
maining. Of the vast church not one stone remains upon 
another; mid scarcely any nieniui ial of the original build- 
iDgB is preserved by drawings which have any preten- 
sions to accuracy^ 

^ Id the map of Oxford by R. Agas, drawn in 1666 and engraved 

in 157B^ is a small view of the buildings at Oseney ; but even theo 

they were in mins. In the painted window containing the picture of 

Bcibert Ring* the laat abbot, in the sonthern aisle of Chnst Chnnsb 

eathednl, ia a representation of the mint as they appeared about the 

year 164D;, exhibiting principally the great weatem tower idiieh stood 

for a few years after this period. In Ihigdale's Monastioon^ vol. II. 

p. 136, (at leaAt in some few copies, though by no means in all,) is 

an t'liirrann^ of these ruins contributed by Aubrey; and a reduced one 

apj>eui» he fore the " Memoirs of Oseney Abbey," by John Swaine, 

8vo. London, 1769. In this tower, or campanile, \\ as a melodious 

ring of seven bplls ; \vlu><se names, according to the custtnn d those 

times, were forced into a rugged hexameter verse ; 

" Hautdere, Douoe, Clement, Aastyn, Marie, Gabriel, et John." 

The 
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After the faishflp's see had lemahied at Osenqr from 

1542 to 1546, the kin^ by letters patent of 4fJi Nov. in 
that year transferred it to his college at Oxtbrd, which 
he ODoe mote weetaMiohcd mider the mixed fonn of a 

cathedral and acadtiuic college, styling it in his fouiida- 

tkm diarter, £cci.£8ia Cheisti Cathbdjuxis Oxok« 

EX FUNDATIONB RbGIS HSNRIGI Ck^TAYT. This foUH- 

dation consisted of a bishop a dean^ eight cauons^ eight 
petty canons, (chaplains,) a gospeUer» a poMler» (an- 
swering to Bible-clerks,) eight clerks, (singing-men,) a 
master of the choristers, an organist, eight choristers, 
sixty sehobiB or students, a schoolmaster, an nsher, and 
forty children! The latter pait of this plan, however, 
does not appear to have been adopted ; but in place of 
the scholars, sdioolmaster, and ehildren, one hundred 
students were appointed, as is proved by the early re- 
gisters of the college. 

To the dean and canons, and their successors for ever, 
Henry consigned the site and precincts of the late coi« 
lege, together with certain additional ground ; parts of 
which were Vine-hall or Peckwater's Inn, and Canter- 
bury CoU^;e^ with all their buildings and appurtenances. 
To the same parties the king assigned all the estates and 
other property, on condition of their mamtaining the 
members above-mentioned, and paying yearly to the Be- 

<^ius Professors of Divinity, IIebI•e^\', and Greek, a sti- 
pend of forty pounds sterling ; and to twen^-f our alms- . 

The feme of theee beUt bad tpread £u, and uras oommemorated by 
coDtanpomy writers. QtAmeqaealdf dray wm tnaipofted tu tbe 
cadiednl of St FridMwids't. 

t Tbe biahop wan Robert King, the last abbot of (heaey, tbe tint 
aad only biahop of that see. Tbe dean waa lUcbard Coxa, who bad 
been a student of Cardinal Coliegu, and afterward the second deuu 
of Ot»eney cathedral. 
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iiMii* to be appointed by the kingv ft stipend of sizpoiuidB 

per a^uuiii duriug his majesty's pleasiire. 

In this state the college still oontinues, enjoying the 
endowment of Isnds and tithes oonferred on it by 
Heniy VIII. in bis letters patent of 11th December, 
1546; with each improvements and additions as have 
been made to it by the liberality of subsequent bene- 
factors. 

Benefactobs* Although these have not been nu- 
merous, as indeed there was less occasion for their aid, 
bjr reason of the large provision made by the original 
ftmndera, yet the kind manifestation of their good-will to 

the establishment, and their judicious modes of exhibit- 
ing it» deserve to be remembered and expressed with ho- 
nourable thankfulness. 

In the lattrr y:\Tt of the rei^ of queen Elizabeth, the fvmily of 
Venables in Clieiihire gave to this College an estate, on coiitlitioii that 
the nmninntion ol one student should be in tlie i>eir» of that family. 
This agreement was confirmed by a priTste act of parliament in tlie 
year 1601. 

In 1630, Dr. Kobert Chaloner^ a member, aUterwards eonoo of 
Windaort grre SNML a year, for the maintenance of a DiTinity leetare» 
or Ibr tbe better rapport of three poor ediolan. Tliia money is ap- 
plied to the fbimer purpoee* 

In 1633, Mr. Joan Boetodke, of Windsor, beqneadied eerlain tene- 
ments in that town, the entire profits of which were to be given to 
four poor students. 

Thomas Whyte, citizen of London, gave 4/. arising out of bonaea 
ill Shoe-iane, London, to on.' scholar of rlii^ hoiix . 

William Wickham, some time a htudeut here, gave the perpetual 
advowaon of the rectory of Stanton.upoil»Wye* Herefordshire, on con- 
dition tbat it should be presented in aneasssion to students of the first 
dass. 

In I6Q3, Willism Thoxston, dtiaen of London, beqneethed 800^ 
to " the King^s College in Oxkitd,'' far the support of one or more 
seho]aia."-A dispute having grown out of the ambiguity of this ex. 
preasion, the matter was solemnly determined by the king in favour 
of CSirist CSmidi ; another studentship was then added to tlie or^insl 
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munlMr of one hmidrod ; and on the amie oecMion ■& increiie wae 
niide to the it^iendB of the tiiigiii^meii. 

In 1663, Dr. Riehaid Gardiner^ one of the canons, gave lands at 
Boinrtoiuon4he-witer« Okraoesterdurej of the yearly Tshie of 14L to 
he hestowed hy the dean and chapter on two aerviton* 

Dr. Richard Busby, a student, afterwards the celebrated master of 
Westminster scliool, left an animal stipend for a catechetical lecture 
to be read in one of the parish churches of Oxford by a student of this 
house. He a])pears to have designed also certain other lectures to be 
read within the College, and left 100/. for preparing and furnishing 
the present common-room for that purpose. 

£Ushop John Fell, dean of Christ Church, whose aerricea to his 
sodetj were of the highest value during a long course of years, so that 
Ida memoKj ia still dierished aa that of a aeoond Ibnnder^ left eihi- 
t i t iona for ten undergraduate conmionBrB. 

Dr. Bohert South left ezhibitions for sis Westnunster students. 

Archbishop Boulter left exhibitions for five commoners, and also 
Bw servnoiB. 

Dr. Prewin left an exhibition of eighty pounds, to be divided 
equally among the Westminster students of the first year. 

Dr. IMattlu'w Lee, physician, left fifty pounds, to be divided equally 
among the Westminster students of the first year : likewise an exhi- 
bition of ten pounds to each of ten Westminster students for eight 
years. He likewise bequeathed money for the maintenance of a reader 
in anatomy. 

Dr. Richard UiU, canon of Saliabnry, left a amaU eihihition to two 
Westminster students. 

Lady Holfoffd left an ezMhition of 131. 8f . ftL to eaoh of five nem. 
ben of diis society who had been edncatod at the Ghartar-hooae. 

Besides Dr. Bichard Gardiner above-mentioned, Mr. PtanoefiDrt, 
bishop Frampton, Dr. Edward Cotton, and Mrs. Paul, have left ex- 
hib i t iona of various amount, for servitors of thiii house. 
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cantkububy-gate; rebuilt 1T78. 



Buildings. 

The first part of the college which was finished was 
the Kitchen : a circumstance which gave occasion for re- 
marks by the wits of that day. It remains at this time 
almost exactly as then built, except that perhaps the pre- 
sent laniern is not quite so high or so much ornamented 
as the original louvre. The fabric itself still retains its 
ancient shape, size, and interior arrangement of roof and 
fire-places, and is undoubtedly one of the finest speciineus 
of the kind. The chimney-stacks appear modem. 

The workmen next proceeded to make room for the 
Hall, with the southern and western sides of the large 
quadrangle, by levelling that part of the old city wall, 
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whidi ran from Merton and Corpus College gardens, be* 
hind St Frideswide's church, near the present hall and 
lodgings of tbe professor of Hebrew^ to the south gate; 

and crubscd Fish-s Licet (now called St. Aldate*s) at the 
end of Brewer's-lane : which point the wall is still 
oontinuedy forming the northern side of Brewei^s-lane to 
Littlegate; and thence bending north-westward to the 
Castle. They pulled down likewise the parish church of 
St. Michael at South-gate, standing where the Hebrew 
Professor's lodgings are now buiit» and several tene- 
ments in Fish-street between South-gate and that ^ieh 
is now called Blue-boar-lane. 

The buildings then proceeded with the utmost regukrily 
and dispatch ; neither encouragement nor money being 
wanted. Many hundreds of labourers were daily em- 
ployed. Stone was procured not only from Headington, 
but from nine other quarries in Oxfordshire and the 
neighbouring counties; and four limekilns were kept 
continually at work ^ 

In the four years which elapsed between laying the 
first stone and his disgrace, Wolsey had the satisfiiction 
of seeing the kitchen, the hall^ the whole of the south 
side, with the greater part of the west side of the large 
quadranglfl^ finished according to his designs; and to 
hear the praises which were lavished from all quarters, 
both at home and abroad, upon his love tor literature. 
Us taster and his munifiosnce^ 

* A very enriooi aaE hitemtbg aoooiuit of the eiqienae of tfaeie 
baiMmgn dnrhig one year, namelj^ 1688<^^ taken from en origi^ 
jooniel, is printad in voL L of the *' CoUeotanee Cnrioaa," 8vo. Oz- 
fcuA, 1781 : hem whkh we leam that the aaDoimt there tteted, for 

one year only, and that probably not so expensive as the four preced- 
ing, was 'Jil^til. 7*. 2rf. : a very large sum even in tliese days. 

^ la the valuable picture of the Cardmai by H. Holbein^ preserved 
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Th£ Haix. This magzuficent aud well-proporticmed 
Rniii is of itedf soffident mdenee of Wolaefs vast 

conceptions and architectural taste. Its dimensions are 
about 115 feet 40, and 50 feet in height, having a 
richly carved roof of oak, profusely decorated with ar- 
morial bearings of the King and Cardinalt and exhibiting 
Ae date of 1589. 

At the eastern end of the hail stood a tower erected 
fay Wolsejr: whidi appears in some old drawings, as in 
tho^ by Neele, 1566 ; but what was its use, and when 
it was removed, does not seem to be laiown. Scmie slight 

remnants of it have been perceived iii the wall of the 
lodgings belonging to the Divinity professor. The oriel 
window in the reoess, on the southern side of the hall, 
contains some exquisite fretwork in its roof. The lobby, 
staircase, and a^^nroadt to the hall, are not of the same 
period, but were added by Dr. Samuel Fell, about the 
year 1640, with the help of an architect from London of 
the name of Smith ^. The vaulted stone roof of this 
part, of exquisite fan-work, supported by a single light 
pillar, has been generally and justly admired. 

in the hall, ia introduced a view of the chief portions of the college 
then completed, ojuiprising the church, the hall, and the kitchen. 
Tiiis is proLmbly the most ancient representation of any part of the 
huildings. It has been engraved for Fiddes's Life of Wolsey, folio, 
17'24; and ag^ more leoently Ibr Lodge's lUiutrioiit Portnite of 
Qieit BritMB« 

« The way from Peokwiter to the great qpidrangle led formerly 
to the middle of the aortih aide, ofw the nte of the raina of Wolsey 's 
WW dmfdi ; hot dean Fdl made a more conTenient passage throngfa 

his garden, and under an open gateway which still remains near the 
dean's lodgings : " then, as for the place where we go up into the 
hall, which was open on the top, and a contused way in building, 
and scarce any atepi^ he made H aa it ia now by the help of ■ Smithy 

e2 
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FACSIMILE OF NEELkV DRAWINt; 1566, FROM THE ORIGINAL 

IN THE BODLEIAN LIBRARY. 



The interior of this fine room presents a most imposing 
appearance, being decorated with portraits of Henry VIII. 
cardinal Wolsey, and queen Elizabeth, together with up- 
wards of a hundred others, of men eminent in every de- 
partment of church and state ; who have been educated 
within the walls of this society ; several of whom con- 
tinue to be its living ornaments. — Lists of all these may 
be seen at the college 

on artificer of London, and built the arch as now it is ; then did he 
alter and re-edify the cloister, by making it uniform, which lay like 
the chjister of Oseney." Peshall, p. 12(5, compared with Wood's MSS. 
in the Ashmolean Museum. 

^ The interior wainscoting of the hall was repaired in 1 7^ : and 
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From Ite beauty of stnicture and the royal aoeom- 

niodatiun which it offered, tlie hall of Christ Church has 
been oiteu the scene of interesting and 8pleudid festi- 
Titles. In the year 1588 Henry VIIL was enter- 
tained within it During the reign of Edward VI. pub- 
lic dedamatioiis of the Uoiverai^ were holden there. 
T^aJ9 were exhibited on several occasions, as before 
queen Elizabeth in 1566, and again in 1592 ; before king 
James in 1605, again in 1621 ; also before king Charles 
in 1636. On this last occabiun Antony a Wuud pai ticii- 
iariy remarks the scenes, stage-niachinery» Sec. as being 
almost the fint attempts of that kind made in England ; 
to the end^ as he says, that posterity might know that 
what is now seen in the playhouses at London belonging 
to liis majesty and the dnke of York, is ori^nally due to 
the invention of Oxford scholars/* Other writers have 
said that it was not in the year 1696, but in 1605, that 
this scenery was first exhibited. 

But perhaps on no occasion did this room present a 
more imposing spectacle, than In the month of June, 
181 4- ; when the allied sovereigns honoured Oxford with 
a visit, after the capitulation of Paris. A public enter- 
tainment was then given here to the Prince Regent, 
H. ii. H. the duke of York, prince Metternich, marshal 
prince Bludier, and a large assemblage of foreigners of 
high distinction. The room was filled witli men of rank 
and eminence : but, among them all, attention was par* 
ticiilarly directed to the veteran Blucher ; who, sensible 
of the feeling, rose and addressed tiie company in his 
native German ; which was immediately and eloquently 

waa ix^,\m reiiunK lied to its present form uikKt deim Cyril Jackbou 
about the year kWO, The screen was new-poieiied in 17^* 

£ 8 
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trandated into Engliali hy the Prince Regent, omitthig 

only (with that exquisite taste which distinguished him) 
thcee parts which were oomjdime&tary to himself. 

Under the Hall is the Common-room, fitted np diieflf 
by means of a bequest of Dr. Busby» the famed master of 
Westminster SchooL It contains portraits of the two 
founders, and likewise of several members of the society. 
Among the engravingB is a Tery fine one of Dr. Mark- 
ham, archbishop of York; which was presented to his 
widow by his miyesly George IV, who iiad been Dr. 
Markham*s pupil, and at the decease of that lady was 
placed in its present situation by her executors. 

The Obeat Quabbanoub, nearly a square^ contain- 
lug 264 feet by 261, was designed by Wolsey ; the east 
and south sides, and nearly all the west side, exospt the 
tower, were finished by him. The north side was in- 
tended to be occupied phncipaiiy by a iaiige and hand- 
some chnrch, probably an University chnich : bat acaiedy 
had this portion of the design lieen conunenced, and the 
foundation laid, when the fall ci its patron put a total 
stop to the work ; and this side of the quadiangle con- 
sequently remained unfinidied for more than a century ^ 

e From the alteration of rooms on the ground- floor of the western 
tide of the great qoadraDgle in N'\ 7> ( wlim fomierly wis the common, 
room for nufterB of arts,) in Sept. 1832, ire were acddentaPy enabled to 
■ee encdy how fu Wdeey piooeeded in eraeting the weeteni ode of 
that aqnaie^At three arches or dimons from the northern eitrenity, 
a crots wall was expoeed to Tiew, in whidi is a window of cut tlone, 
with remnants of the fnime which once filled it : this window is 
of an oblong form, and has a stone inuniiioa in the centre. Over 
it runs a cornice, the entire hreadth of the building, which shews 
abundant signs of its having been for many years exposed to the 
weather. The junction of the new work with the ohl may he din. 
tuctly peraeiTed In the upper story hy a person standug on the ter^ 
raeoj in the difeent mm, colour, and state of preservation, of the 
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Wul&ey s quadrangle was suriuouiited by aa open battle- 
nwiit with pinnades, instead of the praent Boman balns- 

trade, as may be seen in Neele's view, taken in 1566. The 
balustrade was added bf bishop Fell. The foaatain in 
the centre, where lately a statue of Mereiury was 8een» 
the gift of Dr. John Radciifie, had foimerly a large globe, 
or a|iiiere» from the top of whidi the water issned forth* 
This fountain wai> introduced in the year I6699 on a spot 
where it is said that a ems stood, dedicated to 8t Fridee^ 

wide; at which cross was a pulpit, whence Wiclille and 
othen, the venerable forerunners of the Reformation, had 
boldly preached the Gospel to surrounding nndtitudes In 
their own language ^ 

Daring the deanery of Dr. Samuel Fell attempts were 
made to complete the square by the erection of the north 
aide, and considerable progress was made; but the poli- 
tical troubles of that time delayed the work; even the 
materials which had been prepared were sold; and it 
ramined unfinished until after the restoration of king 
Charles II. when it was happily brought to a conclm^ion 
under the memorable •superintendenoe of his son. Dr. 
John Fell, dean, and bishop of Oxford. 

gfeMMs; and the ImI doorwty of Wolaey't srehitoetare It here elesrly 
MB, M weU » Ite ibtt of bMiop Fell's. 

' It is generally believed that the Oudinal had designed a haad- 

some cloister nuiufl the interior of this quadrangle: and tiie present 
appearance of the lower walls gives countenance to this belief. "The 
teeth-stunes of the projected cloister, and some of the pilasters, had 
probably been begun, but wen afterwards renioved and smoothed to 
tiie wall. For nnifonnity's sake care was taken to make the same 
awrka in tbenewpMrt finUied in 1685." (Note to Gntoh'a Wood, 
p. 4470 At the aasM thiie the snrfine of the area was dog awmy to 
the depth of about three feet, leaving die present terrvse at the eri. 
ginal level ; by which contrivance additional hei^it sppeaft to be 
uiyvu to tlu }>uiliiiugi», but the absence of the cloister exposes the bare* 
Dtm oi the wails. 

£ 4 
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Under his dlreetiom likewise the western gntewsywas 
completed by sir Christopher Wren, who erected tbe pre- 
sent octagonal tower» with the upper parts of the two 

turretis w liich flank the entrance, in the year 1G82. To this 
tower was transferred the bell commonly called Great 
Tom; which formerly had been the dock-bell atOseney, 
and subsequently hung in the tower of the cathedral; 
having been recast fortius purpose, with much additional 
metal, by a founder named Christopher Hodson, in 1680, 
as appears by the inscription on it. It had been recast 
once or twice unsoooessfully before, but in what years 
is not recorded : probably between l(iUQ and 1620, as 
there is a poem extant upon the subject, by bishop Cor- 
bet, probably written before he became dean. In the 
night of 3rd March, 1809» a destructive hre broke out 
in the soath-westem corner of this quadrangle, which en^ 
tirely consumed ten set^ of rooms and the lodgings of the 
regius proiessor of Hebrew, and at one time threatened 
the ruin of the halL It was however subdued after great 

exertion, and providentially no life was lost. 

P£CKWAT£& QUAD&AKGLK This squsre derivss Its 
name from an ancient inn, or hostel, called from its owner 

Peck water's iim ; which had been given to the monks of 
St.Frideswide so early as the reign of Henry III. It 

stood at the south-west corner of the present square, 
wiusre two canons' lodgings ^ have been built. This, to- 
ff Nsnely, those bdimging to the caaoiii of the third and eeventh 
•taSs. Aa the eaaomT lodgings are aouettmea deacribed aa belonging 
to a staH of a certain nomber, the following i> ^iven aa liie situatkm 
in which each canon is placed in succession by tlie royal grant; 
First stall. — North-western anjjle of tlie •rreat quailran^le. 
Second. — In the cloisters contiiruons to the chapter house; this was 

formerly the residence ot lia* prior of St. Frideswide. 
Xliird.^ — On the left passing from the great quadrangle to Peckwat^* 
apposite the western end of the librarjr. 
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gether with Vine-liall, which stood on the north side of 
the mpuae^ was giFen to the eoUege^ with two other 

nailer liaiis, by king Henry VIII. Having been formed 
into a sqiiaie series of buildings during the deaneries of 
Brian Duppa and Samuel Fell, it received its present 
form and elevation in 1705, under the superintendence 
and skill of dean Aldrich, assisted by the liberal contri- 
butions of several benefactors, and more especially a mu- 
nificent donation from Dr» Antony Aadclide« one of the 
canons; the memory of which noble act is perpetuated in 
an inscription appearing on tlie northern front. This 
building comprises seven^4wo sets of rooms for stn* 
dents, and the canon's house of the seventh stall**. 

LiBJiAHY. The Library^ which forms the southern 
aide of Peckwater quadrangle, standing detached from 
any other buildlugy and presenting a very handsome ele- 
vation, was commenced in the year 1716, but not wholly 
finished till 1761. The books belonging to the college 
had formerly been preserved in a building standing on 
the north side of the chaplains' quadrangle ; which an- 
ciently had been a n factory to the convent of St. Frides- 
wide. On the completion of the new library in i'eck- 

FonrllL^-Oii the esitsni ade of the great qoadmigle in the middle 

between the deanery and the profenor of divinitf'a lodgioge. 
FSfth.— On the aame aide next the hall, alwayt appropriated to the 

rejriiis professor of divinity. 
Sixth. — South-western angle appropriated to the profebi»or of He- 
brew. 

Scn'enth. — South-west rrr? mijile of Peckwater. 
Kighth.^North side of the great quadrangle next the dtamery. 

h 1 lie balustrade and parapet round the whole of this quadrangle 
wa?« renewed in 1821) with Bath titoue^ and it i:& hoped that thin stone 
wUi he used in aU future repairs. 
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water, this building was converted into rooms in 1775, 
but it still retains its appellation of " the old Library 




THE OLD LIBRARY IN ITS PRESENT STATE, 1833. 



> A drawing of this old library by archdeacon Gooch, between 1 7^7 
and 177^; in the possession of the dean and chapter, has been engraved 
by Skelton in his Oxonia Antiqua. The appearance of the interior 
was then that of a very well proportioned and handsome Gothic room, 
with a stone pulpit on the south side in a recess, or oriole, oralorio- 
lum, of three divisions at the back, which may still be traced on the 
outside of the buttress, and is shewn in the woodcut above. The 
ground-floor was made the college lecture-room in 1775, and con- 
f tinued to be used as such until 1829, when a handsome room for this 
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The NEW Li BEAU Y was originally designed to have 
an opea paaisa betow; imt as the literaiy tzeasiires to 
be depodted reqmred more space ihrn this plan had eon- 
templatedy the lower part was enclosed, and htted up to 
oontain a portion of the books* and also a collection of 
paintings bequeathed to the College by brigadiei -L;eiieral 
Guifle» in the year 176^ K To this collection of pictures 
a valttaUe accession was made in 18i8, hy a present 
from the Hon. W. T. H. Fox Strangways, of several ori* 
ginal ^edmeDS of the early masters before paintuig in 
oils was 11 



d, as ClBMbne, Giotto de Bondone, and 
others* and one specimen ot the first itahan who painted 
in oils, Andrea de Castaimo, masters whose remain* 

ing works are extremely rare, and particularly valuable, 
«« murtratiiig the rise ai«l progrm of the art. There i. 
also here a fine large painting by Vandyke, representing 

purpose was built over the lobby to the kiteben, oommimicatiiig with 
the haD staircase: and the old lecture-zoom was also conTerted into 
■eta of rooms for the yoimg men. 

h What may have been the extent of the ooUeetion of books belong- 
ing to the monks, it b not perhaps ea^ to saj : nor is it certain that 
any of tiiese ever csme into the possession of the ooUege. Bnt tliere ia 
reiTiiiiniDg in tlie archives of the library of Corpus Christi College a 
curif)ii.s inannscript, beiug the inemoraiidiirn-l)(H»k of John Dormer, 
an ()xt(»rtl U>uk.seiler ; in which he has set down, in Latin, the 
name^ij sizes, and prices of hooks whicli he sold at his shop in Ox- 
ford ; and he particularly enumerates those which he sold to the con- 
vent of St. Frideswide, as well as those sold at St. Fiideswide's fair, 
and afler, in the year 1520. It is not a little remarkable to find 
among theaeMne works of most decided Aamgr/ the principal works 
of BnMniiiBy and e?en of Martin Lather himself. Moreover, there 
•ppeata a most ddi^tfnl sprinkliiig of old English pieces, AeiUr, 
plays, rmmmcti, &e. enoi^ to min a collector, and eatablish a aecond 
Boxbmglie sale ! There is reason to hope that, throii|^ the diligence 
of some lover of aneirat lore, this interesting relic may hereafter be 
oominimicated to the public. It was one of Twyne's MSS. 
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the Contiiieiice of Sdpio^ which was presented to the 
college by lord Frederick Campbell, in 1809. 

The upper portion q£ the library contains a most valuo 
able collection of books in every department of literatim^ 

bequeathed by various heiietactors. The chief among 
these is archbishop Wake» who in 1737 left to the so- 
ciety his library of many thousand printed volumes, a 
GoUection^of MSS^ among which are some Greek MS& at 
the New Testament, numerous vdumes of letters, &c. ; 
also a cabinet of coins and medals. Charles Boyle, earl of 
Orrery, gave by will his library, omsisting of many 
thousand volumes, in 1731 ^ Robert Burton, autlior of 
the Anatomy of Melancholy," left many of his cu- 
rious books: all which bear his name, written with Lis 
own hand* Dr. Morris, regius professor of Hebrew, left 
many rare and valuable Oriental books; also a small 
annuity for the purchase of books, and a rent charge 
of 5£ for ever, to be paid to a student, M. A. who shoiildy 
on the 8th of November, deliver a Latin oration in praise of 
sir Thomas Bodley, before the vice-chancellor, &c. at the 
annual visitation of the Bodleian library. Bishop Fell 
was a benefactor to this, as to every other portion of the 
college, over which he so admirably presided. Dean 
Aldrich bequeathed his library of classical books in 1710. 

^ It must !)e remembered to lils lnjiiuurj that the //V.s/ person \\ }.() 
exerted himseit toward.s obtaiiiiug an adequate suj)|)lv of books tor the 
use of this society wm Othu Nicholson, the same geaerous person who 
eonfSeiTed ao mgnal ft benefit on the city, by bringing to it the supply 
of apring-WBter fram the hill of Hinkaey* and eraetiiig the cmioai 
ooodiiit whieh onoe atood at Catfiuc, and now adoraa the pkaame- 
groonda at Noneham, of wliidi a good engraving is prefixed to tibe 
Oxford almanaclr for 1 883. Nieholaon repaired the old Ubnrr above- 
mentioned, himself bestowinj^ considerable sums, and by his example 
exciting other benefactors to acts of similar generosity. 
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Dr. W. Stratford, canon, a lover and patron of English 
antiquarian literature, bequeathed his collection of books 
in 1729. Dr. Nicholson left a valuable collection of 
books in divinity, &c. Dr. Philip Barton, canon, left 
by will, in 1765, his collection of British, Anglo-Saxon, 
and English coins, among which are some valuable and 
rare specimens : and Dr. Richard Brown, regius professor 
of Hebrew, bequeathed a collection of Arabic coins in 
1780, among which are complete sets, both in gold and 
silver, of the celebrated " Zodiac coins" of Hindostau"". 




PAET OF THE CHAPLAINS* QUADRANGLE ; S. W. 



The Chaplains' Quadrangle. This square, lying 
to the south of the cathedral church, is understood to 

™ The arrangement of the interior of this magnificent apartment is both 
handsome and appropriate. Besides the books, coins, and paintings, 
the library contains a marble whole-length figure of Grecian work, and 
of great elegance, which was dug up near the town of Pella in Mace- 
donia, and was presented by A. Mackenzie, student, in 1805 : also a 
bronze bust of Marcus Modius, a Greek physician, presented by lord 
Fred. Campbell : a full-length marble statue of John Locke, and mar. 
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have formed part of the buildings of the priory; its north 
side being occupied, as betbre stated, by tbe re£ectoiy, for- 
merly vmeA as a library, and now ooQTaied into rooms* 
Some parts of thiis square, erected if Mr* Philip Kiug, 
auditor of the college in 1688, having been acddentally 
injured by fire in 1669, were rebuilt by bishop Fell, and 
finished in 1672* The same munificent benefactor com- 
pleted that range of rooms which loolcs toward the Long 
Walk, and is called, in honour of him, FelFs Buildings. 
The windows on the ground-floor still retain the stone 
munnions. Those above are modernised. 

The Chapter-house. This magnificent room ap- 
pears to have been built in the thirteenth century, but 
the exact date of its erection has not been recorded °. It 
is one of the finest specimens of the early style of pointed 
architecture in England; and if it could be restored to 
its original proportions by the removal of the partition- 
wall, which has been erected for purposes of convenience, 
and now divides it into two nearly equal portions, it 
would be quite unrivalled ; and would excite that uni- 
versal admiration to which it is justly entitled. In the 
outer part of this room, against the wall on the right 

ble busts of kiiijr George 1. II. III.; of ])r. R. Frewiii, Dr. Frcind, 
archbishop Kolniison, archbishop AMarkimui, Dr. Busby, Dr. Trevor, 
bisho]) of Durham, arclibii^iiop Boulter, general Guise, and bishop 
Bagot 5 by Rysbrack, RoubiUiac, Bacon, and Chantrey. 

" The popular notion that the Saxon doorway, which forms the 
entrance to this noble room, lemored from the west end of the 
cathedral hj Wolie^, la dearly enooeous: nor does it aj^peer probable 
tint it has emer been removed at sU ; bht, with the maenve wall ia 
which it IS situated, fimniiig the west end of the present roonou bsloiiged 
to an earlier Imllding: this opinion ia strengthened by the remains of 
two Saxxm windows in the esme waU, one on eadi side of the door, 
way, the decorations of wliieh in the interior exactly correspond with 
those of the doorway itself. See p. 21. 
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hand of the eDtranoe, is now ptmoemk the original 

fouiulatiou stone of Wolsey's college at Ipswich ; which 
was rescued Isoin destnictioii by the Hev. Richard Can* 
niBg, reetor of Hailcatead and Fraton in Saffolk^ and 
bequi^athed by him to the dean and chapter in 1789. 





*' Anno Christi 1528, et Regni Henrici Octavi, Resn's Angliae, 
20, Mensis vero Jimii Ij, positum per Johaniiem, Episcopimi Li- 

Cantehbuky Quaduangle, Adjuiniiig to Peck- 
water's mn, on the eaet» stood formeriy Canterbury Col- 
lege, or Hall, dedicated to the study of the canon and civil 
law. The celebrated Wicliffe is said to iiave been warclen» 
and sur Thomaa More at a later period was a member, 
having studied there under Linacrc and Grocyn. This 
establishment, founded by archbishop Islip in 1363, ap» 
pears to have been chiefly intended as a nnnery for the 
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numka of Christ Chtizdi, CaaterburjMiiitU it fdl into the 

bauds of Henry VIII. who transferred it, with other 
buildings to this cdl^« Dean Brian Duppa repaired 
and fitted it up for the reception of students ; and in that 
form and condition H remained until the year 177% 
when the old buildings were removed, and the square 
was recoustructed upon a new design, chiefly tii rough the 
princely munificence of l>r. Robinson, lord Rolceby, arch- 
bishop of Armagh, who gave more than 4000/. for that 
purpose. The fine Doric gateway was erected in 1779» 
from a design by Mr. J. Wyatt. There is an engniT- 
ing of the former gateway taken from the exterior, by 
J. B. Malchair, published in 1798 ; and a part of the In- 
terior lb visible iu Logguu's birdVe^^e view, 1675. The 
south side of this court was rebuilt in 178S. 

The Walks, The favourite and much frequent eil 
walks in Christ Church Meadow were first made by 
Wolsey, partly of the earth and rubbish removed by 
cart-loads from the fuimdations of his ooll^gey new 
church, and ** feyre gate ;** partly of chips of stone aocn* 
inulated from the newly-carved roof of the choir. At a 
later period, the Long Walls was raised hi^er by bishop 
Fell, with the rubbish brought from the north side of 
the great quadrangle and from Fell's Buildings. And, 
lastly, it was once more raised by dean Aldridi, with the 
rubbish of Peck water quadrangle. From the materials 
of which it was originally composed, it obtained the name 
of the white walk which was afterwards corrupted 
into the wide walk and now it is sometimes called 
"the broad walk." A considerable part of the meadow, 
called formerly Stockwell Mead, was the gift of lady 
Elizabeth de Montacute» whose tomb is in the cathedralg 
and coat of arms in the roof of the cloister* 
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THE HALL. 



University College. 

The history of this college, which has been occasionally 

made the subject of much controversy, is so intimately 

connected with the early annals of the university, that 

it presents a peculiar claim to the notice of all those who 

feel an interest in tracing the origin and progress of our 

academical institutions. That Oxford was the national 

school, or place of general study, for the endowment and 
9 B 
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support of which king Alfred, as his conteiniX)rary 
biography assures m, annually allotted one-fourth part 
of that moiety of his royal reveoues which he devoted to 
the service of God, can scarcely admit of a doubt ; when 
we consider, that all historians and antiquaries in sue* 
cession, from the time of Asser, concur in mentioning 
this dty expressly as the place. The only difference in 
their statements appears to be, that some use the plural 
number instead of the singular, in describing this endow- 
ment of the Saxon monarch ; though the word Schola* 
used by As8er% aud repeated by i^lorence of Worcester in 
the twelfth century, evidently comprehends that aggre- 
gate of academical halls, or collegiate schools, which 
Matthew Paris, in the cmtury immediately following, 
denominates an Univebsity; describing it as consist- 
ing of students assembled from various parts of the 
worid. The* same term is used by this accomplished his- 
torian, when he tells us, that in the year 1209 all the 
masters and scholars seceded £rom the university, to the 
number of th&ee thousand, leavmg not one behind. 

This passage is important, as illustrating the state of 
the university previous to the benefaction of William of 
Durham, which we are about to commemorate. Feuds 
and secessions were then common, from the terrible con* 
flicts of adverse parties, the want of discipline, and the 
defect of statutes. In this state of things, the oonddenite 
liberality of this eminent scholar was seasonably and 
judiciously applied. 

Very few particulars of the life of this great benefactor 
have been preserved. It is. probable, that he was a na- 
tive of the place firom which he took his name; that he 

• Be rebut gwtis iBIftedi, 67, ed. Wiie^ IfSS. See ako Hor. 
p.6Hfld.l0Dl. M.PMH,pp.l91,9Q6,470, 740,&e. 
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studied at Oxford, and thenoe removed to Paris. He 
was afterwards made rector of Weremunde^ or Wear** 
mouth, in the county of Durham. According to Matthew 

Paris, from \vliom this account is chiefly taken, he died 
at Rouen in Nonnandy in the year If^, as he was re- 
turning from the court of Rome, whitlier it is supptised 
he had gone to solicit the bishopric of Durham, wliich 
was then vacant. He is described as a man distinguished 
for his learning and great wealth. According to Leland, 
he was appointed archbishop of Rouen, and was buried 
in that cathedral. The precise spot cannot now be ascer- 
tained, but there is reason to believe his remains are de- 
posited in tlie chapel, a view of which is engraved in 
Skelton's Pietas Qxoniensis. 

By his will lie IjcMjueatlu'd to the university the sum of 
SIO marlcs in trust for the purchase of annual rents, to 
provide a maintenance for a considerable number of mas- 
ters, (that title then implying the highest academical de- 
gree,) who should be natives of Durham or its vicinity. 
The chancellor and masters of the university appear to 
have ezecnted the trust confided to them with great 
fidelity and judgment^. Part of tliis money they lent 
out at interest on good securi^, and with the remainder 
they by degrees purdiased tenements and quitrents in 
Oxford. The first purchase ascertained by deeds pre- 
served in the coU^ was made in 1S58, consisting of a 
comer-house, with some schools attached, in School 
street In 1865 they bought Dn^heda, or Drowda hall, 
iu the High street, directly opposite to the college gate, 
sad still the property of the college: in lli6S, the hall 

with four scLuuls adjoining their former purchase, said, 

in the Survey 7th Edward 1. to be called, as now, Brasen 

b See Wood up. Gutch, p. 40. 

b2 
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No8e: and in 1270 a quitrent of fifteen shillings from 

two liuuhes in the High street, now iurmiug part of the 
Angel inn^ 

An annual income having now been provided, amounts 
ing to eighteen marks, or more^, the chancellor and mas- 
teFB proceeded to cany the mtentiona of the donor more 
completely into effect, by selecting four masters ^ ot good 
leanung and manneia, who had been regents in arts,'* 
for whose use it should be applied. These four masters, 
or scholars, were required to live together in one house; 
the property was made over to them ; and a small bodjr 
of statutes agreed upon in 1280. They were thus con- 
stituted an independent society. A more enlarged body 
of statutes was delivered to them in 1292, and again in 
ISll, 1380, 1475^ and 1478«. 

It is uncertain in what building this small society was 
first established ; but there is reason to believe they oc* 
cnpied the house in School street, which had been first 
purchased for them. It is supposed they removed to 
Great UniveiBity hall, their present situation in the High 
street, about 1343. Whether the uuiversity may have in 
any way united these masters with the remains of wasy 
former society, or placed them in any of those halls 
which tradition has assigned to king Alfred, cannot now 
be ascertained. But, if we look only to the date of the 

« William Killingmarsh of thit college wm prindpal of Drowda 
hall 9 Hen. VI ; and other nuonilMn are alao reooided aa pnndpala of 
tlie aame hall. Little Univenity liall, St. Aadzew'a ball in Kybdd 
atnet* Braaenoae baU, fte.; all wbkh bdoog^ to tiiia aodety, tOl 
tbay aold Braaenoae and the Xdttle Uiii?erat}r ball adjoining it to sir 
Richard Sutton, in 1509. See Wood ap. Gutch, Fa&ti^ pp. 42, 49, 
52, 60. 

^ See ilu' lir>t sttitntrs in 8mitii, p. 17. 

^ See Wood ap. Gutch, p. 42. The statutes now in uae wen 
drawn up in 1730, and confimed by kiiig George the aeeood* 
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thrae firrt pi]idu»es, when the fouiidation at least of the 

future society amy justly be said to have beea laid, we 
may allow that the title bestowed upon this college in 
some letters, addressed by the university about the year 
1441 to pope Eugenius and others, is not inappropriate, 
in whidi it is styled their Eldest Daughter : Senior 
Filia, CloU^um Autiquius Universitatis^'' It is with 
strict propriety, therefore, that this society, being distin- 
guished from ail others in its original foundation, as well 
as its peculiar endowments and statutes, has been deno- 
minated " the Great Hall of the University,** or the 
University College^." Hence also it is justly entitled 
to that academical precedence which has been usually 
allotted to it. 

It would carry us much beyond the limits of the pre- 
sent work, to enter into any detail of the several argu- 
ments adduced to support or invalidate the accounts 

whicli have been given of the superior antiquity of this 
o^llege, or of its claim to be considered as a royal foun- 
dation on the ground of Iring Alfred's endowment. 
Though there may be much in these early records which 
cannot now be substantiated by direct proofs, much 
which is probably altogether erroneous, yet there is suf- 
ficient evidence to shew, that this claim does not rest 
merely on such vague authority as is often supposed. 
It is certainly recognised in an order of parliament as 
early as the year 1884 K 

' Lib. Bpist. Wood ap. Gmdi, p. Sa 

f Iti Iflgdi titio idU it llie CoDege of tlie Orest Hall of tbe 

University," Collegium Miigiije Auhc Univcrsitatis. 

* This order of parliament, sent in answer to a petition from the 
college, directing the case to be b^u'd iu tbe king's council, is iiu 
<icNraed on thit copy in the ooU^, and oomiDeiiOQS thm: ** Par oe 

b8 
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It is obvious, that the right of the crown to tlie patron- 
age, or visitation of the college* rests on the ground thai it 
had been a royal foundation through Alfred. This right 
was coutinQed by a judgment given in the court of King's 
Bench so late as in the year 17126, on occasion of a dis- 
puted election to the mastership*. The fellows on one 
aide had appealed to the king as their lawful visitor ; on 
the other side it was inaintaiued that the visitatiuu be- 
longed to the dianoelior and masters of the university, 
who had been constituted the trustees of William of 
Durham. As the question atiected the privileges of the 
university as well as flie prerogative of the crown, tlie 
king was advised to refer the matter to the courts of 
law, in order that both parties might produce their evi- 
dence. The casve was accordingly argued at considerable 
length in the court of King's Bench ; and much intereat- 

ing evidence was brought forward ou both sides, which 
is still preserved in the college archives. Judgment was 
given that the claim of a royal foundation had been 
established, and that the king was in consequence the 
true and lawful visitor of the college. 

If any weight is to be attached to the authorities above 
stated, William of Durham must be considered rattier 
as the restorer than the founder of University College : 
though, as far as regards the endowment which the col- 

que temoign^ ett en Parliameiit qne Is College deuu ewript eat M 

^ndation des Progenitoan de nottre Seignenr le R07 et de Mm Fift- 

troiKige^ »^c. The same appears in ti writ iijsued to stuy all pro- 
ceedings a<niinst the collcq^e in 1389. This ric:ht is also recognised 
in several licenses of mortmain, and other grants from the crown, ia 
the respective reigns of Hen. IV, Hen. VI, Elizabeth, and Junes L 
Bot. Par. 7 Ric. II. vol. iii. p. 176- Smith, p. IS?. 

i Smith's Auida of the College appealed joat two yeara after thiii, 
being printed at Neweaade apon Tyne, 1788L 
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kfe now eDjoys, and its present constitution, this latter 
title might with justice be conceded to him. 

6BNSFA0T0B8. — The tooOtj BOOH after its eBtaUiahment reoetred 
oouidenUe inpiNirl from tlie liberality of benefiwtofa. GillMrt 
Tni^drnd in 1990, Philip Yngleherd, or de Bmriey, in 1320, and 
Robert de Replyngham in I33S, are the fint on reoofd: bat thehr 
benefiMtions have long nnee been loet A Talnahle addition was 
made to their revenues in 1403, through the interest of Walter Skir- 
law, bishop of Durham; who prevailed on king Henry IV. to endow 
the college with an estate in Essex for the mainti iiance of three fel- 
lows, to be chosen from the dioceses of York and Durliam. 

In 1442, Henry Percy, earl of Northumberland, gave the advow- 
son of the impropriate rectory of Arncliffe in Yorkshire, to provide 
for three fellows to be chosen from the dioceses of York, Durham, 
and Carlisle. By means of this donation, and forty marks prerioiisly 
reoet?ed firom cardinal BeaufSnrt, the society ivera enabled to bnild 
n new refectory^ and enlaige tliev premises* 

Idberal endowments of leholanlnpa and exUbitions followed in 
rapid guc ce a si nm between the yean 1684 and 1618: from Frsnds 
Riisaelf earl of Bedford; which beneftetion has been since lost: 
Robert Dudley, the celebrated earl of Leicester ; a fine original por- 
trait of whom, presented to the college, is preserved in the master's 
lodirings : Otho Hunt, si>inetime fellow, rector of Methley iii York- 
shire: John Freyston, esq. of Altoffcs in the same county: John 
Brown, sometime fellow, and vicar of Baaingstoke, Hants : and Ro- 
bert Gunsley, a student in this coU^, rector of Tittesley iu 8urrey. 

In 1618, Charles Greenwood, sometime feUow, and rector of Thofiu 
hiU in Yorlcshire, left by will a snm of money for the endowment of 
certain followsfaips and scholarships ; bnt the will bemg disputed by 
one of the execotors, his intention was not carried into effect. The 
college howem receiTed from him 1500/. towards the new bmldiags. 

Hie example of Mr. Greenwood was nobly inutsted by his pupil 
sir Simon Bennet, hart., also a student in this house, to whom the 
college is indebted for one of tlie mosi valuable portions of its en- 
dowments. He bequeathed in his estate in Northamptonshire 
for the completion of part of the New Buildings ; and to provide 
maintenance for eight fellows and eight scholurs ; but the estate not 
proving so productive as had been expected, the number was after, 
wards reduced by decree of the court of chancery to four fellows and 
fbor scholars. These are selected from persons born within the pro- 
vince of Gsnterbnry. 

B 4 
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In 1714, Dr. Radcliffe, the distinguished founder of the library 
which bears his name, bequeathed to this college, of which he had 
, been a scholar, an estate in Yorkshire, charged with payments to two 
travelling fellows, who are appointed by the lord chancellor and cer- 
tain officers of state. He left also 60001. for building the smaller 
quadrangle, comprising the master's lodgings, chambers for his fel- 
lows, &c. 

In 1764, Dr. Browne, master of the college, added two scholarships ; 
and augmented some of those which had been previously founded. 

By means of these and some other benefEu;tions of less value the 
society now consists of a master, twelve fellows, and eighteen scholars, 
besides some exhibitioners. 

It is gratifying to observe how many in this list of benefactors had 
partaken in early life of the assistance furnished by such endowments ; 
thus testifying their good-will and their gratitude to the colli^, for 
the benefits they had received, by providing the means of extending 
more widely to others in after-ages the same advantages, which they 
had themselves enjoyed. 




NfiKLE^S VIEW OF UNIVEKSITY COLLEGE IN 1566 



Buildings. — Little information is now to be col- 
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lected respectiog the character of the buildingsS which 
this Bodetj occupied, previous to the reign of Henry VI. 

About the beginning of that reign, Antony a W^ood in- 
forms us, the old buildings, which stood without any 
method," that is, without any appearance of unifoniiit) , 
being erected at different periods, and consisting of se- 
veral halls or tenements finrchased of different proprie- 
tors, were taken down with a view of reducing them into 
one regular and quadrangular pile« This was in some 
d^ree effiscted by Ae liberality of suceessiye beneAictors. 
A new refectory was built on the east side about the year 
1450, by the assistance of Henry Percy and cardinal 
Beaufort. The annexed view by Neele is siippustd to re- 
present this quadrangle. The tower over the gate was 
added so late as the rdgn of Henry VIIL by R. Ham- 
ster! ey, then roaster, and repaired or enlarged by T. Key, 
c. I56L Many of the windows in the principal cham- 
bers in this old building, as well as in the hall and chapel, 

^ It is by no means certain what building was distinguished by the 
name of Ghmit Univienity halL Wood maintMiw that it ww the 
■one M SelTem hill: if lihii be admitted, it must have stood between 
the present gateway of the laige quadrangle and the bay windowaf for 
SelTom hall waa the laat hoaae in 8t. Mary's pariah. The situation 
of liHtle ITnlTersity hall may be more aoeniately aaeertalned, for it is 
described in some deeds in 1384 — 1401, as '* messuagium uiitiqua 
vocatiini le Lyttel Universite Halle," situated between a tenement on 
the east, bounded by ilorsemul (now Liigic) lane, and Liidlowe hall 
on the west. Ludlowe hall was the first house in 8t. Peter's parish, 
and must have stood nearly on the site of the present bay windowT? : so 
that there is good reason to believe that the part of the old buildings 
in Iioggan'a view, marked by the projecting chimney and low but* 
t re s sc a ^ is a portion of the andent Little UniTersity hall, which Boas 
attribnted to the time of Alired ; meaning ptobaUy aome earlier 
bnilding on tiie same site. These old buildings ooostitnted the mas- 
ter^a lodgings in the time of Loggan> with the offioes and gaidena 
southward aa far as Honemnl hall at the end of Kibald sti6et» which 
separated the parishes of St. Mary and St. John. 
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were adorned with armorial bearings, and different de- 
vices, to record the bounty of benefactors, or the fame 
of illustrious members of the society. Most of these 
have been accurately described by Antony a Wood, to 
whom Oxford will be for ever deeply indebted, for rescu- 
ing from oblivion so many interesting memorials both of 
the university and city*. 




old buildings on the site of the smallkr 
quadrangle; from loggan, 1675. 



These buildings having become much dilapidated, espe- 
cially on the west and north sides, which were the oldest 
parts, the society formed a design of erecting a new 
quadrangle on an enlarged scale ; carrying the line to the 
south and west considerably beyond the range of the old 
buildings, so as to enclose an area of 100 feet square. 
In this they were greatly assisted by Mr. Charles Green- 
wood; who contributed 1500/. towards the expense, and 

* The front then extended only a few feet beyond the present bay 
windows. See Hist, and Autiq. by Outch^ Oxford, 1786 ; pp. 56 — 69. 
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is generally understood to have Ainiisbed the design. 
Jolm Aeroyde and both the Bentteys died before the 
buildings were commeuced^ but it would seem from the 
coUege i«oord9» that they were Gonaulted by the society 
re8|)ecting plans aud estimates. The lirst stone of the 
new buildings was laid on the 14th of April, 1634, on 
the west side; and the whole of that wing was com* 
pieted in about two years, at an expense of rather nun 
than 1400/. The north side fronting the High street 
was begun on the 19th of June, : and shortly after, 
the south side containing the hall and chapel. The east 
side was not completed till 1674 ; the works having been 
much delayed by the distractions of the times and the 
difficulty of raising adequate funds. The greater part 
of the expense of these works was defrayed by the bene- 
faction of sir Simon Bennet, the tmstees of whose estate 
paid to the college upwards of 5000/. for this purpose. 

In the original design, as may be seen in IiOggan's 
view, the ogee battlement on llie sides was carried along 
the hall and chapel ; and the space below the windows 
presented only a blank wall, resembling that in Oriel 
and Wadham colleges; while the centre was adorned, 
seeording to the fashion of the day, with Doric pilasters, 
a semicircular pediment, square-hoaded windows, and 
niches for the statues of Alfred and St. Cuthbert The 
present front was ingeniously substituted in the year 
laoo, from the design (rf the late Dr. Griffith, then feU 
low, and afterwards master, of the college; to whose 
taste and architeaural skill the coU^e is deeply in- 
debted. 

Above the gateway of this quadrangle, in the interior, 
IB a statue of James II, phiced there in 1687 through 

llie iuiluence of Dr. Obadiuh Walker, then master of the 
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college; who preferred the church of England to his 
fellowship, but lost his headship for his adherence to the 
church of Rome"*. 




GATEWAY OF THE SMALLER QUADRANGLE. 

The smaller quadrangle encloses an area of about 
eighty feet square, having buildings on three sides, the 

™ On the accession of James, Dr. Walker professed himself a Ro- 
man catholic, and obtained a dispensation from the king : he procured 
also a mandate to authorize him to appropriate two chambers on the 
ground floor, between the college chapel and the passage leading into 
the smaller quadrangle, for a chapel, where mass might be performed. 
James sometimes attended vespers in this chapel during his visit to 
Oxford. See " Letters from the Bodleian^" vol. I. p. 35. 
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fourtii being open to the master's garden. The north 
and east aides were bdlt from the heqaest of Dr. Bad- 
cliflfe, about tlic > car 1719- whose statue is placed over 
the gateway in the interior^ with an inscription on a 
tablet below. The extensive front of this college, being 
nearly 260 feet, its height, and the uniformity of its 
gateways* windows, &c. render it a striking object in 
the High street". In a niche over the western gate- 
way is a statue of queen Anne, and in a corresponding 
sitnation over the easteni gateway is a similar statue 

of queen Mary IL 

The CHAF£L.~It was not till the year 1369 that 
the society possessed a plaee of worship within their own 
walls : previous to this, they had made use of St. Maiy's 
and St. Peter^s churches. The old chapel represrated in 
Neele's view was consecrated to the memory of St. Cath- 
bert in 1476. The windows^ which were removed just 
before the time of Antony k Wood, were adorned with 
luauy interesting inscriptions, figures, and armorial bear- 
ings, which he has carefully recorded. But this chapel 
being found too small, the present one was begun in 
1639, to the south of the old building, and completed in 
1665. The interior is fitted up in the Grecian style; 
and, notwithstanding the incongruity of Corinthian or- 
naments in a Gothic room, is much admired for the 
eleffance of its seneral appearance. The walnseot round 
Jaltar is of^Lar: rreTof foreign oak. A sin- 
gnlarly curious copy of the Salvator Mundi by Carlo 

n llie hooae to l^iewert was StontonhaU, afterward the Three Tun^ 
tsfeim Between tlda and the ooUege itood Deep haU, afterward called 
tlie Fkindpelityy taken down in 1809. The old gateway now itanda at 
ibB back of the ooUege, near the almahowBeB built by the late alder- 
man John Parsons. 
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Dolcet burnt in wood by Dr. Oriffith, is placed over the 

altar. TIil' carving round the altarpiece is by Grinlin 
Gibbons; the screen was executed by Robert Barker of 
London. The original ceiling of oak panel-work having 
become decayed, the present vaulting was put up in 1802. 
The stained glass in the side windows was the work of 
Abraham Van Linge in 1641, and cost 190/. The co- 
louring is rich, but it unfortunately betrays too much of 
the Dutch school of design. The east window, given by 
Dr. Radcliffey as well as part of the oriel wiiuiow iu 
the hall, was executed in 1687 by Henry Giles, an artist 
of some celebrity at York; but the cdours have almost 
vanished. 

This chapel contains many monuments of chaste de- 

biga : but the most interesting is that executed by Flax- 
man to the memory of sir W. Jones. The bas-relief 
representing this eminent judge and oriental scholar pre- 
paring his great work, the Digest of the Hindoo Laws, 
by the assistance of the Brahmin, is one of the happiest 
designs of that celebrated sculptor. 

The Halt.. — ^The old refectory, built about 1450, 
as we before observed, stood on the east side of the 
quadrangle. The present hall was completed about 1657**. 
The former roof was framed with open timber work, like 
other halls built about the same time, with a lantern in 
the centre. The interior was entirely refitted iu 1706 at 
a considerable expense, through the generous contribu- 
tions of several members of the college, whose arms are 
emblazoned on the wainscot. At the same time the 
windows on the south side were walled up. The hand- 
some fireplace, the gift of sir Roger Newdigate, founder 
of the University prize which bears his name, is said 

o Wood ap. Gutch^ pp. — (>1. 
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to have been copied iroiii a monument in Ely cathedral. 
Some ezoeUent portraits of distinguiBhed members of the 
soeletf adorn the walls ; and this hall, though of small 
dimensions, may justly rank among the most elegant 
rooms in Oxford. Previous to the alterations in 1766 
the iluur was boarded, and a grale for burning charcoal, 
according to the custom of the time, stood in the centre 
of the room : the present floor is of Swedish and Danish 
marble. 

An excellent bust of Alfred, carved by Wilton from a 

model by Rysbrach, is placed iu the common-room. It 
was presented to the society in 1771 by the late lord 
Radnor, who had been a member of the college. 

The Library may be said to owe its origin to Walter 
Skiriaw^ who gave several manuscripts for the common 
use of students. Its first situation was next to the chai>e] 
in the oid building. It now stands behind the hali, being 
idaced at right angles to It over the kitchen, and con- 
taiiis a good eollcctiou of useful books, with some manu- 
scripts worthy of notice. The date of this building is 
16691 

P This prelate M'as the son of a sievemaker at Skirlaw in Yorkshire. 
If we may credit the account given by liis bic^j^pher, he ran away 
from his father's house at an early age, and came to Oxford; where 
he partook of William of Durham's benefaction in this ooJleg^* tad 
dktiiiguished himself so maeh by his learning, that be me tliroii^ 
several prefennents to be made saeoessiTely buhop of Litdifidd and 
Cotentry, Wells, and Dorbam. It is added^ that Ms parents were 
ignoraiit of bis fate till be wsa settled at Dnrbam^ when be sent his 
steward to Skirlaw to bring them to bim if they were still aliTe^ and 
made a provision for them. He appears to have been an eminent archi. 
tect; for the centre tower of York minster is said to have been built 
chiefly under his su|)erintendence, when he w^is archdeacon of the 
East Riding. Set \\ Ood ap. Gutch, p. 47 ; Doiisworth^ &c. 

4 Wood ap. Gutch, iiiat and Ant. p. 62. 
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Eminent men. — ^This college has contributed a due 
proportion of meu, who have arisen to eminence in church 
and state. Twenty-one bishops and archbishops, with 
many other distinguished characters, have received their 
education within these walls : but want of space compels 
us to omit the greater part of ihem^ We may however 
mention Laugley, bishop of Diirfiam, afterwards cardinal ; 
Flemming, bishop of Lincoln, founder of Lincoln college ; 
lord Herb«t ct Cherbury ; Stanyhurst, the poet ; Bing- 
ham, author of the Origines Ecclesiasticae ; Carte, the 
historian; many of the celebrated fiunily of Digges; 
and Potter, archbishop of Canterbui} % author of the 
Archseologia Graeca^ In more recent times, out of 
many who have earned for themselves honourable dis- 
tinction in the different pursuits of life, we may be per- 
mitted, without the chaige of invidious partiality, to 
select the following; who in early life were fellows of 
this society: sir W.Jones, chief justice of Calcutta; sir 
Robert Chambera, chief justice of fiei^al; sir Thomas 
Piuiiier, master of the rolls; sir Edward West, chief 
justice of Bombay; lord Stowell, judge in the court of 
admiralty ; and his brother the venerable earl of Eldon, 
sometime lord high chancellor of England, and now high 
steward of the umversily. 

r The names oontled may be seen in Wood ; and in Chalmers, 

pp. 39 — 42. Bi^op Bancroft, who built the old juiJuce at Cuddes- 
den, was master of this c. allege. His portriiit^ with a view of the 
palace in the backLrrouml, is in the master's dining-room. 

s Bishop Ridley, the martyr, was elected to a fellowship here; but 
feeling certain of obtaining a feUowi»hip in hia own. college al Cam- 
bridge, he detenmned to xenain in that vmmatj. 
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THE ORIGINAL 8RAL. 



Balliol College. 

The various dates assigned to the foundation of this 
college have been rather assumed than ascertained. It 
is said to have been founded so early as 1263, just before 
the time when John de Balliol joined the standard of 
Henry III. against Simon de Montfort and the rebel 
barons. It seems however to be generally agreed, that 
this John de Balliol, the original founder, and father of the 
unfortunate king of Scotland of that name, died in the 
year 1269*; and, as it ap|>ears, almost suddenly; leav- 

» See Dugdale's Baronage, I, 524. He is said to have died at 
Newby Abbey, founded by Dervorgilla, near Dumfries, and to have 
10 B 
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ing his benevolent designs, whatever they were, totally 
unsettled. But his widow, the lady Dervorgilla» daugh- 
ter of Alan of Galloway, descended from Fergus, piiooe 

and lord of Galloway, determined to give etlect to the 
wishes of her husband, expressed on his deathbed^. 
Aeoordingly, having domiciliated the scholars, to whom 

been buried there. His ledy embalmed his heart» and placed it hi s 

case of i?ory, bound with silver, near the high altar ; on which account 
the abbey is oftener culled Sweet-heart and Suave-cortiiuiii. The 
ruins still remain on the banks of the river Annan. The lady Der- 
vorgilla appears to liavc died about the year 1 2f )M-'JO. The mandate 
to the crown esclu utor south of Trent, to take into the Ikincr's luuuls 
all the lands and teiiementi> which she held of him in capite is dated 
17 Ed. I. Abbrev. liot. Orig. p. 63. Sir John de Balliol, her son 
and heir, king of Scotland, did homage to Edw. I. 29 Oct. 1293 
for his lands in England held of long Edward, and about the aame 
time agreed to pay to the king's exdieqner 34S89L pro leleTio ano 
de terris et tenementia qam fhemnt Demignlle de Balliolo matris 
SUB in Seoda." V. Rot. Orig. and Bat Ftet. 21—34. Ed. I. 

^ Tbta joint design in founding a nursery for learning aeems to be 
significantly repreaenled on the aneient seal of the college, of wbich 
we have given a wood.cut. In the lower compartment we find John 
de Balliol and the lady Dervorg-illa, both Iviu tdinjEf, each with one 
hand elevated, and supporiiiii: tlu college buildings altore. By the 
side of ench nre their appropriate esctitcheons. in tlif upper cnni- 
partmeut, under a demi-quatrefoil arch, corr^poudiug with the one 
below, is a figure of the blessed Virgin, sitting with a celestial crown, 
on lier head, and the infiuit Jesoa on her knee. Under bar feet are 
the words, *' vamvB scuolarium db balliolo/' in a contracted fonn. 
Konnd tiio wge of the aeal» alter sioillum comnTMs db bal* 
Liou), " wHih the nsoal sbbreriations, the following hexameter ooeura, 
in allusion to the eaeutdieona of the four ^milyif, (via. Balliol, Qal- 
lowajr, Huntingdon, and CSiester,) vhidi were nnited in Jolm de 
Balliol and hia vfih Demngilla: 

eoTTA : NOTAirr : qti : einr : pia : viroo { domvm : tim ; bamtbs.'* 
The seal now in use is very inferior to tiit ancient one, both in dci^ign 
and execution. It wa^ substituted lu the linth of queen Elizabeth, 
when a royal charter was granted to the body ci>rpurate under the 
legid title of The Maater and Scholars of Baiiioi College." 
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her late husband had granted annual exhibitions out 

of his personal estate, now in tlie Iiands of his execu- 
tors* she gave them statutes under her own seal. These 
statutes, beautifully written on a piece of parchment 
of the size of a small quarto, and bearing a very perfect 
impression of this seal, are stlU in the possession of the 
college. They are dated from Botel, or Bootle, in Cum- 
berland, 10 Edward 1. A. D. 1282 ; and, though no 
longer in force, they afford an insight into the state of the 
university at that period. 

The first tenement inhabited by the society was one 
hired by the foundress from the chancellor and masters 
of the university ; and was for a long time called Old 
Balliol hall^ But in ISM^ within two years after the 
statutes were given, the lady Dervor^illa purchased a 
considerable tenement io perpetuity ot John de Ewe, an 
opulent dtLsen of Oxford, then and long before called 
Mary's or Mary hall ; which tenement, together with 
the conyenient appendage of three pieces of land on the 
north and east sides of it, was, after license obtained 
from the crown, confirmed to Waiter de Foderiughaye 
and others for the scholars of Balliol ooll^ for ever. 

An opportunity having thus presented itself fur en- 
larging this establishment, the foundress began to repair 
the premises, and to add a refectory, a kitchen, and other 
offices suitable to a college; so that nothing was now 
wanting but an endowment. Accordingly she in the 
same year, 1284, settled on her scholars, and their suc* 

c It was situated in Horsemonger street, in the parish of St. Mary 
Magdalene, and is supposed by Wood to be the same with Sparrow 
haXi, afterwBfdfl called Hammoiid hall, or Hammoad'a lodgingp ; being 
st lenglih porehaaed with money giTen bj William Hammond* esq. of 
Gnilftid^ m Surrey ; who died in 1575. See Wood ap. Gntch, p.79. 

B 2 
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cesiiors for ever, certain lands at Stainfordham aud the 
Howgh in Northumberlaiidy which had been purchased 
for this purpose by her late husband's executors. This 
she did, as her charter testifies, to the honour of the hoky 
Trinity, the Virgin Mary, St. Catharine the martyr, and 
the wiiole court of heaven ; and also iu order that the 
institution which her husband had begun in Qxfordt 
** iibi viget studium generale,** might be there coutiuued. 
This charter was confirmed^, according to the practiee 
of that age, by Oliver Sutton, bishop of Lincoln and by 
sir John de Bailiol, son of DervorgiUa, afterwards long 
of Scotland. 

Much of the original euduwmeut was probably lost, 
and several bonds for the payment of moneys, chattris, 

&c. still reriiaiu uncancelled in the possession of tiie so- 
ciety. By additional benefactions however four plots of 
ground were obtained, situate for the most part to the 
east of the former property, and bounded by the land of 

A This ooaHnnattoii is dated at Lydingtoiiy or Liddingtoo, wliere 

the Bishops of Lincoln had a palace, Id. Jun. 1284. Bonds mre 
also executed in \'2(j9 and 1-ul by Hugh and Stephen de Baliiui, 
heirs ut law. The former h'ds a j>eal of ^een wax appended to it ; on 
which are the arms of the house of Balliol, with the lion^rampaat of 
Galloway on the sinister canton. Wood s MSS« D. 2. 274 

• Tha aame prelate in 1203 granted a lioenae to enaUe the anMr 
and acholan» who were pievented by the fireqoent oocnrreDoe of dk- 
patatiooa and leetmea firam attending divine aenrice in the paridk 
ehnrdi, to celebrate sacred oflusea in an oratory or chapel within their 
own \\'alls. They were however restricted from administering the 
8acraiiit'nt>^, being bomul, at the more solemn festivals of the year, to 
visit tlu- jiarish church of St. Mary ]Ma«icialene, then belonging to the 
abbey of Oteney. This latter provision was made in order that oer. 
tain oblations* of whicli the abbey was very tenadoos, mij^t not be 
evadecL Sabseqnent lic cnaea were granted under papal anthotity, by 
which the aodety were allowed to celebrate the aacnmenta in their 
own chapel dedicated in honour of St. Catharine. V. CKit^^ p. 99. 
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the monks of Durham, now Trinity college. These lands 

were purchased in 1303 and 1310, from the family of 
Fetteplace» who were then respectable and opulent burgh- 
ers of Oxford. Two inquisitions ad quod damnnm'' 
were accordingly obtained, second and third of Edward 
IL by the first principal, Walter de Foderinghaye, and 
others* ''for the enlargement of divers places in Oxford." 
In one of these, five messuages are enumerated ; which 
were afterwards reduced into one quadrangular pile. 

Government of the Coi.i.kc;!:. — ^The niLaja^t- 
ment and discipline of this society have been successively 
placed under the control of govemora of three different 
denominations; procurators, principals, and masters. The 
procurators, or proctois, were instituted by the lady Der- 
vorgilla herself. In process of time, however, the au- 
thority of these extrinsic procurators was almost super- 
seded by the domestic vigilanoe of the principal ; who by 
the title of warden, ui custos domm, governed the so- 
ciety in all statutable matters ; subject only to the visita- 
torial jurisdietiott of the proeurators in all cases of con- 
troversy or appeal, and having his election contirmed by 
them, according to the original provision in the statutes. 
These statutes remained in force till about the yearlS^O* 
when they were superseded in part by a new code, which 
the munificent benefaction of sir William Somervyle at 
that time aiibrded him an opportunity of enacting. This 
new code was confirmed by Richard Aungervyle, or De 
Bury, bishop of Durham, and by Edward de BaUiol, 
kiug of Scotland, a descendant of the founder. The con- 
trariety however between it and the original statutes of 
Dervorgilla became the source of so much dissension, 
that in the society obtained under the sanction of 

pope Urban V. a new body of laws from Simon Sudbury 

b8 
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bishop of London. But it appears that the result of this 

change was, iroiii peculiar ciicunistant ts, unfavourable ; 
and consequently, in the year 1504, letters were procured 
from pope Julius II. antborieiiig Richard Fox bishop of 
Winchester, and Roger l«eyburn bishop of Carlisle, to 
amend the old and frame new statutes for the better 
government of the college. This last edition of the sta- 
tutes, clear in its statements and judicious in its pro- 
visions, is supposed to have been cli icily drawn up by 

bishop Fox; and by it the society is now governed^. 

BsNSFACTim. — The fint bene&ctor on xoeofd it Httg|b de Wy- 
diealiralce^ Wy'enbrokey or W^en, hliaiied lato Hugo de Vieaaa ; 
who for 100 ntrks, so early as 1294, eooTcyed to iihe college for erer 

a soke of land with several houses in the parish of St. Laurence in 
the Jewry, Luniion, and the advowson of the church there, reserving' 
to the vi(^ 100 shillings yearly. Ileace the emblem of this saint's 
martjrdom, a gridiron, is seen in different parts of the college^ m oa 
the exterior of the chapel, in the library, &c. On the Ifttter ooouian 
Wood describes it as the name-devioe of Thomas Barry, who wsa fid. 
low of the ooUege in 1385 : Maaoping it» argent, a gridiroii with 
eigki bars saUe." Edmonson has, *' Biny of skt," ke. 

In 1910; two members of the society, Hugh de Warkenby and 
Wiliiaiii de Sockam, having obtained a license of mortmain, granted 
four messnaiz;es in School street for the maintenance of a chaplain to 
celebrate divine service every day ia a certain oratory, called after- 
wards St. Catharine's chapel, lately erected within the precincts of 
the ooll^. Their example was followed by Richard Hon8ingoie» 
who in the 9th and 11th oi EdL 11, not only gave the society a tene- 
ment in Oxford* let by lease to Merton college, but certain lands 
at Steeple Aston, and the manor cvf Wotton, in Oxfordshire. In 
13 Ed. II. a tine of one mark wa« j)aid to the king by the master and 
scholars "pro licencia inirrediendi laicum feodum in Stapelajston," «S:c. 
In the same kinjj's reiuii many other ))enefactors left several mm- 
suages in Oxford, which being chiefly halls or schools were let at 
high rents, liot. Orig. Extr;!rr ^ross. fin. p. 251. 

In the 14th £d. III. sir William Felton, Imt.^ gate the manor, 

' One thing is very remarkable in the constitution of this society; 
they not only elect their own mastjba, but their visiTon also. 
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together with the impropriate reetoiy of Abboldealey, or Abbotaley^ 
in Huntingdonshire, for the pupcwe of asgmentiiig the oomtnoiu of 
tbe fisUowi firom 9d to per week, and for a nipply of dothei 
and booki. with other oeoMMries. It was alao at the same tiine pro- 
vkled that theaeholara sug^t oonturae in the college alter thefhcearae 
masters' and doctors, having prerionalj been obliged to leave it, as 
soon as they had become inceptors, and in consequence were often 
exposed to great privations and distress. 

About the sLtiiie time sir Philip Somervvle, alri'iuly mentioned, lord 
of the manor of W ykenore, or W^ichenore in Statlordsliire, granted to 
the society for ever the church of Mikeibenton, or Long Benton, 
with lands in the parish, being in the countjr of Northumberland and 
diocese of Durham^ for the maintenance of six scholars, to be dbosen 
hy the sixteen fellows or scholars already established. 

Two yean after this dona t ion, in 1343j Thonuu Cave, rector of 
Welwyk in the oranty of York, left lOOL in the hands of William 
Bioklesby, derk, with whidi the tfatee benefices of Fyling|iam^ Ry. 
aobney and Brattleby were purchased of the abbey of Amadies in 
Nonnandy, and settled on this boose ibr ever. 

Dr. John Bell, bishop of Worcester, before the year 1556, in which 
he died, gave his hinds, tenements, and mowubles, within the pre- 
cincts of the close, churchynrd, or parish of Clerkenwell, then in the 
subnrli-^ of London, to found two exhibitions for natives of the diocese 
of Worcester. One of the houses belonging to this property is in- 
teresting from the trsdition preserved by Pennant, that it was the 
residence of Oliver Oromwell, wherein he held conferences with Ire> 
ton, Bradshaw, and other regicides ; on which acconnt a view of it is 
given in Coxhead's Antiquities of London^ 1814^ 

One fdlowship and scholarship were added in 1616, and anodier 
jfeOowship and scholaiship in 1678t endowed ont of moneys bequeathed 
for duwitable purposes by Peter ^nndell^ an opulent dothier of 
Tiverton, who died in 1001. As the grammar-sdiool in that town 
was firan^d by him, his executors stipulated thnt the vacancies should 
always be supplied from that establishment, upon tiiu uominatiou of 
cerlaui feoffees. 

Lady Elizabeth Periam, f»f rjrepnkind, in Buckinghannhirc, widow 
of sir W. Perium, knt., chief baron of the exchecjuer, and sister of 
the celebrated lord Bacon, in 1620 endowed a feilowtihip and two 
scholarships out of landi at Hambledon and Princes Risborough, in 
the county of Bucks* Her monument is in the church of Henley, 
Oxibrdshire. 

in 1066 Dr. John Warner^ Usfaop of Rochester* endowed four 
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exhibitions with a stipend (»1 201. each per aaimui out of the manor 
of Swaynton in Liiunlrishire, for natives of Scotknd, who were to 
return, and supj)ort tJie cause of episcopacy in that country. The 
same object also iriHuenced John Snell, esq., who, dying in the year 
1679, bequeathed a valuabte estate and manor at Ufton, in Warwick, 
shire, for the maintenance of certain Scotch exhibitioners, of the 
episoopol church* to be appointed by the principal and profiBaaors of 
Glasgow university. Several benefactions have been subsequently 
made by Dr. Bubj, Dr, John RobinaoB, biahop of X^ondon* Dr. 
Bicfaard Kidder^ biabop of Balih and Wella, and by otheift. BbI the 
lateat and most oonaiderBble ia that of If ra. Jane WiUjama, -wlio^ in 
aeoordanoe with the benevolent designa of her hnaband, fomerly feU 
low of the college, bequeathed in 183(^ an estate, of which die annoat 
pmoeeda are to be applied to the pnrdiaae of adTowaona, or the ang- 
mentation of small livings already belonging to the society. 

Besides the benefactors above menti(»ne(l, the Rev. Thomas Browii, 
B. D., Rev. Richard Greaves, ^1. A., Richard Elsworth, and John 
Edgcombe, esqrs.. Rev. John Newte, M. A., Rev. Roger IMauder, D.D., 
John Blagdon, M. A., Mrs. Headlam, and Charles Harris, es(i., have 
left exhibitiona of variooa amoont* and under Tarioua conditions. 

Buildings. — ^Tbe more andent parts of this college 

have been so completely changed by the successive altera- 
tions made ixk the course of five centurieSy that it would 
be idle now to attempt to identify the original refec- 
tory, kitchen, outhouses, and walks," ascribed by Wood 
to the ladf Denroigilla in the latter part of the thirteenth 
century. It appears, however, that Old Balliol haU stood 
westward ou the ground atter wards occupied by Ham- 
mond's lodgings; and that Mary's hall, to which the 

society soon rtmoved, called for some time New Balliol 
hall» was situated at the south-west corner of the present 
quadrangle. The oldest part of the quadrangle as it 
stood iu W oud s time was suppo??ed by him to be the 
east side» having been partly rebuilt about the time of 
Henry VI. The whole of this, together with the aouth 
side as far as the tower^, was either rebuilt^ or re- 

1^ Fortunateljr, the plan of rebuilding the whole, according to a de. 
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cased* about a century ago, by the aid of coutributioiis 

from several benefactors ; among the principal of whom 
were Dr. Henry Compton bishop of London, and visitor 
of the college, John RadcUffe, M. D., and sir E. Turner. 
The escutcheuii oi" the last mentioned benefactor a])pear8 
in the pediment of the building facing the Broad street. 
The only trace of the old bnilding now to be found is 
a stone staircase in the centre of the east side of the 
quadrangle. Nearly about the same period was erected, 
in the western extremity of the college, fticing Mag- 
dalene parish church, a building fox-meriy known by the 
name of the Bristol building, being intended for the 
acconunudation of certain exhibitioners from that city. 
The plan however for that purpose then in ccmteroplation 
was never carried into effect. The front of this build- 
ing was rased with Bath stone in 1826, so as to corre- 
spond with the adjoining new building then just finished 
on the north side. That on the south was erected in 
the year 17^9$ from a design of Henry Keene, architect, 
upon the site of some old buildings, supposed to have been 
formerly St. Margaret's hall. This was done chiefly at 
the expense of the Rev. Henry Fisher, who contributed 

sign to \k' « in an ensravinir i'or the Oxford Almanack in 1742, has 
not been carried into < \( l utioii. to the desti lu tiou of the tower-g:ate- 
way* This latter biuldiuj: mi^ht be fiiithfiiiiy restored from Logpin's 
print, in which the elegant tracery of the oriel window, and most other 
parts, mrny be esnly diattngniahed. The three beUt, over the central 
nidie, are in commemoration of William Bell, maiter of the college 
m the T&ffk of Hen. VU, in whote time this part of the aoath hcmt 
appear* to have been finiahed. The arebitectore does not aocoid with 
li» tune of biihop John Bell, to whom tt has been tomettmea emw 
neontly attribnted. The vanlted eeiling of the intvior is very beaati* 
fully executed ; and, like other simikr flpedmeiiB mOiibffd* la in fa^ 
preservuLiuu. 
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3000/. towards the work. He was formerly fellow of 
the college and vicar of Bere Regis, Dorset, where an 
inscription is to be found over his grave, similar to that 
which by his own order was placed on the building 
raised by his benefaction: "Verbum non amplius 
— Fisher." 

In 1825 several sets of rooms contiguous to the Bristol 
building were pulled down ; some of which had probably 
formed part of an old public house, belonging to the 
college, called in honour of the lady patroness the Catha- 
rine Wheel. Upon their site was erected, at the expense 
of the master and fellows, an edifice containing twelve 
very commodious sets of rooms. The elevation and plan 
were designed by George Basevi, architect. 




THE NEW BUILDING. 



At the northern extremity of the college is a building 
commonly known by the name of Caesar's lodgings ; or, 
more briefly, Caesar ; having been erected on the site of 
a tenement belonging to sir Julius Caesar, or to his brother 
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Hemy^who studied here; and purchaaed by Archbishop 
Abbot, who was first fellow of this college, and afterwards 
master of University^. A building, pulled down about 
forty years since, stood directly opposite to it, and from 
this circuinstauce obtained the appellation of Pompey, 

One of the most striking alterations in the general ap» 
pearance of the college, was the reuioval, in the year 1772, 
of an area or terrace walk in the south front towards 
the Broad street. This area, extending from the south- 
eastern angle of the building in an oblique line to the 
entrance door of the niaster^s lodgings, and shaded by 
lofty elms, was separated by a low wall from the public 
road, as may be seen in the map by Agas ; nearly In the 
same manner as we ihid the front of St. John s college 
separated to this day. The inclosed ground was sur- 
rendered to the commissioners under the Paving Act in 
the year above mentioned, for the enlargement of the 
Broad street. 

Tin: Hall. — This small but handsome building, 
wiiich, with the exception of the outward walls only, 
underwent a complete alteration in 179^, from a design 
of Hr. Wyatt, is referred by Wood to the reign of 
Henry VI. If this be correct, the work must have 
been suspended from some cause or other; for in the 
general design It resembles the architecture of the time 
of Richard II ; and indeed a patent occurs in the 10th 
of that king^s rdgn concerning the enlofgemeni of this 
college. This enlargement comprehended the oratory of 
8t Catharine, at the south-west comer of the quadrangle; 
an entirely new hall, adjoining the ancient buttery and 

This purcluise was made with a view of providing for the schohirs 
or exhibiii(*jii r> <>t Mt. Tt NtlaK', s^, ho, before he iormed the desijjn of 
founding Pembroke coU^, iuteudtd tu t»tabliah his endowment here* 
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kitchen ; and a library of coDsiderable magmtuUe^ with 
chambers underneath, now the common room, oocapying^ 
a large portion of the north side. A window in the 
south gable of the eastern side is well represented in 
Loggan's view of this college, before the modem alteni- 
tious took place. The present chapel was built last of 
aU, with two small rooms a4|oining it, at the south- 
eastern angle ; the lower one used as a muniment-room, 
or treasury ; the other formerly applied to the purposes 
of an infirmary. A door also led into the treasury from 
the chapel ; but a new entrance has been made from the 
quadrangle by c<mverting a window into a doorway. 

The Librabt. — ^The dates assigned by Wood to the 
two portions of this library, built by the united liberality 
of Dr. Thomas Chaoe and Mr. Robert Abdy, both mas- 
ters of this house, are and 14-77'. An accurate 
observer may clearly discern in the labels and sills of the 
windows, as well as in the string course and mouldings, 
that the 1)ui Idiug was erected at two different times. This 
el^ant structure was planned on an extensive scale for the 
time, as compared with that of Durham college, which 
was built in the preceding century. The windows were 
adorned by liberal benefactors with various figures, arms, 

aud devices, in stained glass, with a]>propiiate inscrip- 
tions ; and a profusion of saints sitting in chairs in the 
lower lights : the greater part of which were obscured 
with black paint by the puritans, and have long since 

J One of the inscriptions, preserved by Wood, wonld seem to im- 
ply, that Richard Clifford, bishop of LoikI ii, who died in 1421^ bad 
left a considerable sum for the erection of tiiis buiiding ; 
"Clifford Kicardus, Antistest Londoniensisa 
Fusis expensis tale novavit opus." 
The names of many other contribaton to the fabric, to the windowa^ 
and to the oontents of the library, are veeorded by Wood. 
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disappeared. Most of the armorial bearings which were 
perfect have been fixed again in the windows ; and the 
remainder, with the fenestral inscriptions, which are very 
curious, may be seen in Wood's account of this library. 
The interior underwent a complete alteration, little but 
the external walls and masonry of the windows remain- 
ing the same, under the direction of James Wyatt, archi- 
tect, in 1792 ; when a new arrangement of the kitchen, 
buttery, &c. was made, and the windows in the ground 
floor under the library were completely altered. At the 
same time the beautiful arch, or doorway, with an ogee 
canopy, which formed the original communication be- 
tween the first quadrangle and the grove at the south ^ 




ENTRANCE TO THE CHAPEL. 

^ It is probable, that the celebrated bay window in the master's 
dining-room, near the south end of the hall, was inserted from a special 
benefaction of William Gray, bishop of Ely, as his arms alone appear 
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end of the hall, was carefully removed; and placed, 
where it now stands, at the entraiice of the passage 
leading to the chapel and the fellows' garden. 

The Chapel. — The present chapel, which is the 
THIRD used by the society since the foundation of the 
college^ was begun in 1521 and finished in 1529. It ex- 
hibits some very interesting specimens of stained glass, 
with several of the fenestral inscriptions remaining, 
tliough partially injured : (see Gutch, pp. 100-102.) The 
carved oak wainscot is in the taste which too much pre- 
vailed when the work was executed. An image of St. Ca^ 
tharine, and the escutcheon of John Popham, esq. of Lit* 
tlecot, WiltSf who contributed 100^., ornament the screen. 

As interments have seldom been permitted to be made 
in the chapel, few monumental inscriptions are to be 
found there. The following is inscribed on a mural ta^ 
blet executed by Bacon, representing a sarcophagus, with 
the episcopal emblems underneath : 

IVXTA • SSPVLTV8 • EST 
lOANItM • 9AB90m • 8.T^. 
BP1SCOFV8 • PBTBOWMBmn 

■T • FBR • VIUINTI • AN'NOS • HVIVH • COLLBOIl • MAaWnUk 
Vl» • ArF.RRIMO • ET SVBAi TO • IXOENIO 
ANTlflVA • VlBt VTK • ET HDH 
FtBTATS • UOA • DKVK • VBBB • GHBiaTUNA 
•Ufa • AEBOOANTIA • OEAVU • lUSCTI • TENACISStim 
BENEVOLVS • IPEM • ATQVR • BRNKKirvs 
LITKHIS • PRAESEHTUI • SACRI8 • liK\ UlTV S 

coMoioNAiiDi • omnut ' ponn < umato • qvb • nAansm 
ar > u < gvii • ALxn * ad • oomiilia • st • ad • mm • osMNDAft • natvb 

Cvirnvin • avtf.m • iLM • ixkrat 

VliJL • INOENII • VEL • BOCTKINAE VKI, AVCTORITATIB 
ID • OMN£ • 8VAS • VALUrVDiMb ■ IMMKMOH 
nt • BOCIJMAM • AGAimnAM • Wt • BAUJOtSmli • fiVM 

•TRBNVE • ftLuam, ' ova > ooimruT 

FATftI - FAMIMAS • DRfoTDPR ^TiaUlM) 
MAUIBTER ' £T • tsOi^ll 

▼I3UT • AMNot * Dru • umnm • vta * obut * mart • n * a • sccfc • xk 

on the tlirse brackets imdflriieftth. OeorgeNevill. archbishop of York, . 

whose armorial bearings are preserved in the wiadowj wa^ a great 
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OROBOrri ■ POWELL A M- 
OVI ■ foSlyV-i.M • IN HAC • DOlfO * 
£17111 • ANNOS • BOCIV8 • ASeiOVS • VIXKRAT 

lin MIT • z WJLU lumr. 
AMMO • SACso • ^ 13 CSBSSl Mft Arm « wm * IXVZl 

VIRO INGENtl • ACVMINK 
MCnUltA • MTLTirLiri > VtLMh&miM • PHYtKOHTM • tClCKTLA. 

SOUniS ' FRiESITO 

muo • nsinf •flpni' amstioo 

M • M • P 'C 

£min£Kt M£N« — ^This college has produced twenty 
bishops; induding six ardibiBhops, one cardinal, a pa- 
triarch of Alexaudria, and a bishop of Smyrna. One 
of the earliest membeis who distinguished themselTes 
was Ricardus Arniacharms, first a fellow of this society, 
and afterwards of University colkge^ who died in 1 360. 
He is often noticed by Wood. It is sufficient perhaps 
to mention the names of Wycliife; archbishop Morton; 
Tnnstallhishqii of Durham; bishop Douglas of Salisbury^ 
admitted a commoner of St. Mary Hall in 1736, and after- 
wards a scholar here on bishop Warner's and iSneH s 
foundation ; Humphrey duke of 61ocester> Tiptoft earl 
of Worcester, liuss of Warwick, sir John Popham, lord 
keeper Coventry, sir Humphrey Davenport, sir Kobert 
Atkyns, Parsons the Jesuit, John Evelyn, KyAe, the 

Man of RosSt'* Dr. Charles Davenaut, Adam bniith^ 

bcnsftetar. At Uie oppoi i te end of dus part of the nisiter*t ham, 
loddng wgftw ir dy m the remaiiit of • hoge window, now deprived 

of its miiniiions and tracory, apparently of an earlier cfaaraeter ; per- 

iiups 1327* 1 lit; ruum wuit uittrud tu iU present state m 1803. 
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Dr. David Gregory, Keil, Bradley, Stirling, King, Hutchin- 
son, West, Dr. Baillie, &c. To these may be added Henry 
Savage, D. D., master of the college, the author of ** Bal- 
liofergus^" 




CHAPKL FROM THE GARDEN. 



^ This work, incorrect in some points, was printed at Oxford in 
1668. 4to. The author died June 2, 1672 ; and is said to have been 
the first person buried in the college chapel. He left a widow, a sis- 
ter of William lord Sandys, who, with two of her daughters, was 
buried in the church of St. Mary Magdalene. 
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ENTRANCE GATEWAY. 



Merton College. 

The history of this establishment is of peculiar im- 
portance, as exhibiting the primary model of all the 
collegiate bodies in Oxford and Cambridge*. The sta- 

* Peter house, or St. Peter's college, the first in order of time at 
Cambridge, has been she^vn by Mr. Kilner to have been founded in 
manifest imitation of this of Walter de Merton. Though the date of 
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tutes of Walter de Mertuii have been more or less copied 
by all other founders m succes&ion ; and the whole con- 
stitution of both uniyersities, as we now behold them, 
may be, not without reason^ ascribed to the liberality and 
munificence of thia truly great manK His aagaei^ and 
wisdom led iiim to pruiit by the spirit of the times; his 
opulence enabled him to lay the foundation of a nobkr 
system ; and the splendour of his example induced others 
in subsequent ages to raise a superstructure at once at- 
tractive and solid. The students were no longer dispersed 
through the streets and laues of the city, dweiliug in 
insulated houses, halls, inns, or hostela, subject to dubi- 
ous control and precarious discipline ; but placed under 
the immediate superintendence of tutors and goTenMMS, 
and lodged in comfortable chambers. This was little 
less than an academical revolution ; and a new order ot 
things may be dated from this memoraUe era* 

1257 liat been an^ed to it> it wn ptwed, in the cue signed in die 
. King's Beneh in the Ewtertenn 1788, " the king agiuut the bbhcf 
of Ely," thttt it was Ibnnded hf Hn|^ de Bdaham lano 1S84. He 

died m 1286. leaving 800 maikt " ad ndfileia de novo OQciacrnenilB* 

See GodvN'in, de Prips. with Richardiiou's notes, pp. 256, 2i>7i Parker's 
Sceletos Cantahrigiinsis, ^*c. 

^ So in tiie inscription on hm monument he is called the founder 
by example, •'omnium quotquot extant coUegioniin," though in renlitj 
the founder but of one. T}ie house of Merton scholars at Maidoo, 
and the aataUiahment of Merton hall at Cambridge^ tfaon|^ after* 
wafda dignified with the hig^ appeUation of the Sdbool of F^thagofaa» 
axe no more to be ooniideied aa eoUegea tiian tiie hostel t£ St. Min 
the Baptist at Basingstoke, fbnnded by him in I26I ; but all tiiese 
endowments were in some way or other connected with his griind 
object of ap]i!(>priatin<; a place of general study for the use of his 
scholars, to which all these subordinate and inferior institutions were 
to be aubservieut. It is probable that the turbulence of the times 
alone prevented him from making an earlier lettlenient of hia aeholais 
in Oxford. 
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The FouNDEK. — ^Waiter de Merton^ was in holy 
orders so early as 1287; and in 1240 he was not only 

in possession of a family estate at Basingstoke, but had 
aoquired considerable property by purchase. Uniting 
the l^al with the clerical profession, according to the 
practice of tliat age, he became eminent in the courts 
of Westminster hall, partienlarly in the chancery de- 
pai tinent ; beingf first king's clerk, tben protlioiiotary, 
and afterwards promoted to still higher rank. In 1260 
he was called to the high office of chancellor of Eng- 
land**; but, being no friend to the aspiring attempts 
the rebellions barons» he was tfarongh theur influence 
divested of this honour in the same }'car, though re- 
stored again in the year 1261 ; after which he seems to 

« He derives his name from the place of his nativity* a oommim 
practioe in those days. He is said to have studied at Oxford ; and, 
according to the generally received tradition, at M auger hall, now the 
Cross inn, in the Corn-market. Sir II. Suvile once intended to write 
the life of his worthy ftrandcr ; but what progress he made, does not 
apptir. Mr. Kihier has mnrlo mhmo advances; \mt it is still a desi- 
deratum among the lives of Oxford founders. The biography of such 
a man in the liands of a iiowth or a Warton, a Churton or a Chandler, 
would be very interesting. The " Pietas Oxonieoais" containa the 
best epitome of his life that has yet been produced. 

^ He appeara to have previooaly executed the dutiea of the offioe, 
by ODmmiasioa, dnrii^ the iUness of H. de Win^um, or Weng^m : 
'* Septimo die Maii morabator H. de Wingham Londoo' infimusy et 
tSgSUm remanvt penes dnum Wt* t'um (improperly printed WiU'nm) 
de Merton.*" Cal. RoL FM. 43 Hen. HL Vide Chnm. T. Wike^ 
p. 55, where for " Morton," r«ad Bferton.** It was in lihia eventfid 
and critical year, 1258, and in this very month, that twenty-fbnr 
" redesmen," or commissioners of the privy council^ twelve chosen on 
cither side, were appointed to meet at Oxford, to decide certain mat- 
ters in dis|niiu between tin- king and his barons. A curious writ or 
patent in ^a^on, of the nature of a royal proclamation, relating to 
this matter, and addressed to the king's subjects in Ox£(irMiire« has 
lately been discovered among the dty reoofds. 
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have continued in the office three years. Seven chan- 
cellors were then appointed during as many consecn- 
tive years : but in the first year of Edward I. the new 
sovereign sent a letter of thanks to Walter de Merton, 
dated from Melun ear Seine, about a month after his 
accession ; in which he comuiended his diligence in the 
administration of the affairs of the realm, and requested 
him to accept olhcially from him the coiilinuatioii of that 
appointment, as chancellor, to which he had been pro- 
visioually called on the demise of the late king, till the 
return of his son and successor from Palestine®, Thus 
it appears that he was now constituted chancellor the 
third time, and retained the seals till he became bishop 
of Rochester in 1274 ; when he resigned them in favour 
of Robert Bumell, bishop of Bath and Wells. His em- 
ployment in secular affairs of the highest importance did 
fiot divert his mind from the pious and benevolent de- 
signs which he had in view, but tended rather to the 
advancement and completion of them. It is remarkable, 
that he commenced his endowment at Maldon during his 

setund chauLxllursliip, and just before the expiration of 
the third he had hnally established his scholars at Oxford. 
The first statutes are dated in 196%^ and the last in 
1274. So zealously did he employ the advantages of 
his high station, in a most turbulent and trying period, 
for the promotion of religion and learning ^ His death 

• This cbeniniiHiiiw, Sm notioed fay Bfr. Kifaier« woald alooa de- 
mcMiitnte ibe general estimetiaa in which his ehanoter wm held by 

persons of all parties, and by the sovereign himself. His " curialitas," 
or courteousneSK, as well us piety, is commemKd bv the prior and 
convent of Tortington in Sussex^ from vvhuiu he obuined the advow* 
son of Farli i-li in 1262. 

^ King Kdvvard III. was so full of admiration of the piety and 
muiiifiGeiioe of Walter de Mertoo, that he eacdbeft hit oooduct to 
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was premature and disastrous. Venturing on horseback 
to crosss a river in his diocese^ some say the Medway, 
where there was no bridge, he feU, and was precipitated 
into the stream. He survived the acddeut but a &hort 
tune; dyin^ October 917$ 1277 

The College. — As there is some confusion in the ac- 
counts given by Wood, Heame, Peshall, and others, which 
hare been repeated without examination* we shall follow 
the authority of Mr. Kilner with respect to the original 
foundation of this college ; supported, as we find it to be» 
by anihentie documents still in existence. The state- 
ment of W ood, that this college was first founded at 
Maldi»i» and afterwards removed to Oxford, is not strictly 
correct^. The foundation at Maldon was a house of 
suj^ort and maiutenance, not a house of iiitudy. It was, 

inspiration ** In^inmte Deo, ut credimns/' &g. See his Letter to 
the Pope in favour of Mertan CoUege^ ap. Kilner. 

9 He wn bmied in his own csthednl; bnt his mominient^ which 
iros originslly wrf beautiiiilj has undergone so many xenovstioni^ that 
we have still to regret and to condemn the barbarous mutilations of 
puitanical lefonnem. A plate of it was oontribnted to the Custmnale 
RoffiuMe hy the llbeniKty of the society, engraved by Bayly in 17^, 
of which there is also an impression in IMr. Kihier's work. The ori- 
ginal nioiiUiiitnt was executed by Jean de Limoges, who brought it 
over from FrauctJ, and set it up for 40/. o.v. (id. The architectural 
enclosure, liowever, or *• masonry," was executed by English work- 
men, and formed an additional item of 22/. Mr. Dense, who prints 
inoonectiy — ''In maierialiimt circa dictam tnmbam defricattdam," 
ezpnases his snzprise at the chaige. We are indriited to BIr. Kilner 
for the tnie leadaqg — In macmneria cirsa dietam tnmham defunctu** 
See Ghnu. T. Wikes, p« 100. and Memorials of Rochester^ he in the 
Cnstomale Bolfense* p. 199. 

h It k to he regretted, that the aooonnt of Merton college was left 
by Wood> ihoa^ he was a member of it, in a less perftet state than 
that of any other. This arose from his postponement of tiiepartieDlar 
and complete work, which he designed for his own society ; but 
which he did not live to finish. 

B 3 



Digitized by Google 



MEiliON COLLEGE. 



as expressly stated in the charter of endowment, for 
the perpetual auatentation of twenty scboiarB^ dwelling 
in the schools of Oxford, or " wheresoever else learning 
shall liappen to flourish." This charter is dated 1264, 
and has the seals of king Henrjr III, of the bishop and 
chapter of Winchester, and of Walter de Mertou, ap- 
pended to it. Some interruptioa being oceasioned by 
the turbulence of the times, the founder, when traiiquil- 
lity was xvstoredy tempore pack, ratified and oonfinnedt 
with considerable amplifications, his preceding endow- 
ment* This was in the year 1270 ; and for the greater 
security of the institution, he not oaly obtained the king's 
consent and approbation, as before, signified under his 
royal seal, but soon afterwards procured from him an 
acquittance or release from ail kiudb of suits and ser- 
vices. Finally, in the year 1274, we find a charter of 
recapitulation and approbation of the two former char- 
ters, with a reference to the preceding times of turbu- 
lence, and the seal of the most serene" prince Ed- 
ward L appended in testimony of his consent and ap- 
probation. In all these charters there is an unity of 
purpose and design, clearly deiiioiihtrating that Oxl'urd 
was originally intended to be the place of study for the 
Merton scholars^. 

1 The number of leliolsn wn never decidedly end positively fixed 
by the founder ; but was to depend on the dioamelanees of the col- 
lege, and the state of their fdnds. In Bub8e<|uent time», lest tbis 

latitude shun Id lend to abuse, there was j[^ener;illv inserted in colle^ 
statutes a chapter, " De uon minuendo iiumero 8ociorum vel Schohi- 
rium." The history of Mertoa college proves, that such a reetriction 
was unnecessaiy. 

k The grandeur of the founder's designs may be inferred from the 
lieenee whieh he obtained by iDyal charter, 61 Hen* HI. I267« lor 
brbgmg the waters of the Cherwdl by an artifidal cut tiiioo^ die 
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Kveu so early as 1265, shortly after the first charter 
of endowment, the founder obtained from the abbey of 
Reading a vacant piece of ground, on which formerly 
had been some kind of building, westward and about 
the church of St. John the Baptist ; together with the 
advowson of the church then belonging to the said 
abbey. Whether this was in the natore of glebe, adjoin- 
ing aiitl belonging to the church, does not appear ; but it 
is described as within the king's demesne of the city of 
Oxford, and a small rent was payable from it A royal 
confirmation of the grant being tiierefore necessary, this 
was procured, together with a special license for the en- 
closure of the ground, •'for the better site of such his 
house of scholars." This church of bt. John and that 
of St. Peter in the East were both canonically appro- 
priated in the same charter of impropriation by liichard 
de Oravesend, bishop of Lincoln^ in the following year, 
for the perpetual use of the scholars, the king^s consent 
thereto being obtained about a week before. But the 
moat convenient purchase for the immediate settlement 
of the society, was that of three distinct tenements of 
considerable extent on the east side of the church and 
cemetery. The first, of the date of 1966, was coupled 
with a condition, tliat Anthony and Thomas jBeke, the 
then occupiers of the premises, the latter of whom was 
chancellor of tin: university in 1269 and 1270, should 
continue to reside therein for three years ; paying to the 
warden and sdudars, who were about to be domiciliated 

premises. Tlie nfighbourinfj canons of St. Fri(li'>\v iiU- pive the society 
:i right of road under tlie city wall, tlirough their meadow and granfje ; 
and, that funds might not be waating after the death of their provi. 
dent benefactor, lie left the college a 8nm of money amonnting aetfly 
to one thooMiid ponndi ; a very coosiderable fond in those days* 

b4 
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here and in other houses adjoining, an annual rent oC 

100 shillings. These premises were purchased of one 
Jacob de Loiidres^, a wealthy Jew, and must have 
nearly occupied the present site of the warden's lodg- 
ings. There was auother teuemeut between this pro- 
perty and the church iielonging to the conyent of Si. Fri- 
deswide, which was also purchased ahuubt immediately 
after. A third tenement was purdumd £roni one Robert 
Pelixthorpe ; which, with the other two before mentioned, 
enabled the founder to reduce the buildings to a quad- 
rangular form, with a considerable frontage towards St 
Juhus street; the warden's lodgings uccupyiug, as at 
present, the east side, though not the whole of it; the 
church, or chapel, and wail of the cemetery, the west ; 
and the hall, with its adjoining kitchen, buttery, and 
other offices behind, forming a corresponding line on the 
south. There is alao reason to believe, from the aim- 
plidty of some of the earlier porHaoB of the arehileelure, 
which are yet suthcieutly distinguishable from tiie later 
additions, that a part of the small court on the south side 
of the chapel, called Mob quadratigle, with the plain 
gnnned ceilings of the passages which lead into it on 
eith^ side, the treasury, with its curious high-pitched 
roof of stone % &c. must have been constructed in the 
founder's time, or very soon afterwards. What addi^ 

1 Wood and others call him *' a Jew of London and Ayliie njs, 
" James Mwmef, a Ijoodon Jew/* &c. ; but around the verge of bis 
o?al aeal afe the words (abbreviated) : Sioillvm Jaoobi in 
LwDMBS*** Tlio name of " Sir Oantier de Merton** Is found in the 
deed, written in Hebrew diaractets I See an interesting volnne on 
the history of the Jews in England by Dr. Toivey; entitled^ An^ 
Judaica," &c., Oxford, 4to. 1738; in which tliis seal is en*^r.iveil. 

■ The singuhirity of this structure attracted the atlmirution oi Dr. 
Plot, who describcii it in his Oxfonlshire (p. 266) as an *' odd piece 
of stoao.work«" &c. 
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tions have been made since, and what changes intro 
duced, will be noticed hereafter. 




THE TKEASURY, &C. 

Benefactors. — At the head of the list of benefactors and bene- 
factresses to this college must be placed the name of Ela Long, 
spec, the celebrated countess of Warwick, granddaughter to king 
Henry II ; who was married, secondly, to Philip lord Basset. She 
gave several lands in the founder's time, from which certain sums 
of money were to be paid to the fellows to celebrate services for her, 
according to a composition between them a little before her death. 
This munificent lady was also a benefactress to the university ; having 
in 1293 deposited in a chest, afterwards called the iVarwick chest, 
120 marks, (Dugdale in his Baronage says 220,) to be advanced in 
loans to poor scholars, without interest, on proper security. She died 
in 1299, or 1300, and was buried in the abbey church of Oseney, 
at the head of the tomb of Henry D'Oily, before the high altar ; 
where, in Leland's time, her figure was to be seen on a plate of brass, 
inserted in a marble slab, in the habit of a vowess. 

Google 
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Jolin Willy ott, D.JO, sometime feUow, cnancellor of the oolle. 
gjnte chnrch of Exeter, and chanceUor of tbe wiivenitjr, left lands 
end tenements in seveial oonntieBj aboot die jaar 1380» fbr the 
maintenance of exliifaitioner^, afterwards called portitmuUB, or poti" 
maHert, As the greater part of tliis benelaetioii ivis etUier taken 
away-; or never came to tlie coIlege» it was fortunate lliat Dr. Hiomaa 
Jeisop, a physician, and scanetime Mk/w, angmenfted the allowance in 
1595. John Chamber also, a fellow of this, and afterwards of Eton 
collejje, canon of Wiiidisor, &c. gave 1000/. to purchase lands for this 
aiul otfier purposes in tlie beijinning of tlie reign uf kliur James I. 
lit' died in tlie year 1U04. — There was another John Chamber, war- 
den of this house, physician to king Henry Vlil, and one of the 
founders of the college of physicans in London, of whom many par- 
ticulars are recorded by Wood ap. Gutch, pp. 8, 9. He the last 
dean of St. Stephen's chapel, Westminster; and died in 1549, haying 
survived the apoIiatioBs of hia ropX master, wiio took into his own 
hands knds to the valoe of 11,000 marks bequeathed by Chamber to 
the dean and canons. He seems to have been loaded with prefbr. 
ments ; bnt his benefactions to his coU^ are not reoofded. 

William Rede^ bishop of Chichester* who had been aometlme ftllow, 
was a special henefiictor, and a person of architectural taste. He left 
a chest containing 100/. in gold, to be borrowed by the feiiowjs ia case 
of need ; each giving his bond for the repayment at his de]>arture 
from college, or in case of death to l>e paid by hts exnuturs, &c. 
This benefaction took place about the year 1376» according to Wood, 
but his will is dated 1382. 

Sir Thomas Bodley, knt.j sometime fellow, the great founder of the 
public library called from his name, gave also 200 marks for a similar 
chest ; the coat of wiiich was to be 13L Ot. 8d. — ^Pointer, in his An. 
tiqutties, mentions an iron chest in the treasory, the lock of which, 
consisting of sixteen bdts, all tamed by one kej^ coat 13L Lend. 
1749, p. 17. 

Bishop Rede is said to have Mtt the libfary. He probably gave 
books, and converted a great part of thesoatluwestem qnadningle into 

a proper receptacle for them. 

Henrv Sever uud Kichaitl Kit/juines, both wardens^ and distin- 
guished for their talents, were su ciuinent also as benefactors iu various 
ways, that they have been considered as second founders. 

Henry Sever, D. D. of the founder's kindred, almoner to king 
Henry VI, served the othce of proctor in 1427, chancellor 1443, and 
was warden from 1455,6 to 1471. He was the first provost of Eton 
oollige* Wood attribotss to him some impfovements in the warden's 
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lojgingi^ with additional chamben, one of whieh was called in hia 
; tiaie 8e9a^t ekamber, Hia iignie in Inaaa ia in tlie ante-cbapeL 
j Waiden Fitzjames, a great benefactor to tihe university as well aa 

I to his college^ made gri at additions to the lodgings ; and constructed 
■ the interesting^ gateway, w hich we shall notice again hereafter^ between 

tiie iodgiiigh and the hall. 
Mr. Jam^ Leche, sometime fellow, not only gave 20U volumes of 

books to the library in 1589, but 200/. to buy land in Cheshire ; in 

order that the nativea of that ooonty might be eligible into the 

•ooieiy. 

Or. Griilyth Higgea> dean of Idcfafieild» and aometinie IbUow, gave 
hb whole eolleetion of books in 1059 ; together with eertain monies 

to buy land for a perpetual stipend, to be given to one who should 
take special charge of the libmry. Vide Pointer's Antiq. p. 24. lie 
ako added to the benefactions of the postmasters; as did also sir 
John Sedley, bart. in 1 (KVi, and Edward Worthy M. D. of the city of 
Dublin, who died in 1732. 

The ajqpoitttmeDta of the two Eton poatmaatera of Mr. Chamber'a 
feoadation were lendmd more vafaiahle by a diatinct legacy of 300L 
hm George Vernon^ elerh« aometfane M.A. of thia edlege, and 
patron as well as rector of Bourton-on.the-Water in Gloucestershire ; 
^ho died in the year 1^54. These postmasters, or portioiiists, being 
uifrrafted on the oniriiial foiiiuLitioji, were placed in a mansion oppo- 
site to the college, fornieriy belonging to Peter de Habendon, tiie first 
warden. They continued here till the latter end of queen Elizabeth'a 
re^n, when they were taken into the college ; but the house still re^ 
Budaiy and ia known aa PoatmaateM* hall, amla portiomstanm, adjoin, 
lag the college alablea on the north aide of the atreet. 

To the poatmaatera have been added in xeoent timea the Jackaon 
idiolars, a preference being given to natives of Oxford. Tlieae are 
four la aumber, instituted by Henry Jackson, clerk, iiumetime IM. A. 
ctf this college, and afterwards minor canon of St. Paul's, London, 
lie died in 17^7 ; hut the benefaction did not commence till 17^3. 

Among more recent bene&ctora Dr. Kent may be mentioned^ who 
ia 180i gave hia whole library to the eoll^gek 

£mim£KT MENi. — Of the many diatiiiguished war- 
dens, as well as eminent prelates, between forty and 

fifty in number, with other persons of celebrity* who 
' tdom the annals of this coll^, we regret that onr limits 

I preclude us from giviug a detailed account ; particularly 
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as the extracts from Wood s MSS. pdnted by the late 
Mr. Outcfa, are frequently in Latin, and therefore lees 
kuowu to the general reader. Among the forty war- j 
dens* who have governed this house, three in particular 
may be selected as benefactors to the university, to 
science, and to mankind; — Dr. Richard Fitzjames, bishop 
of London ; sir Henry Savile» knt the liberal founder of 
the two professorshijis called after his iiaiiie ; and ^Vil- 
liam Harvey, M. D. the great discoverer of the circular 
tion of the blood. 

This college appears to have consisted originally, as 
now, of three distinct courts, or areas, communicating 
witli each other by means of vaulted archways of stone, 
which still remain in good preservation. The fxest, 
or outer court, comprehends the hall on the south side ; 
the church and sacristy on the west ; the entrance gate- 
way'', porter's lodge, and chambers, on the north ; and 
the warden's lodgings on the east. The north side was 
altered about the year 1589; but the noble gateway | 
remains, with its embattled tower, built by bishop Rud- | 
burne, warden of the college in 1416. In front are two 
statues, finely executed, of Henry III. and Walter de 
Herton. 

The Hall, which is approached by a flight of steps, 
though light and handsome, was so altered by Mr. Wyatt 

I 

n Thig ia tfae pafalic rmlt or entrjr^ mantianed by Wood, into | 
which the ebancellor rode on luKnebaek, on the memorable 11th of 

April, 1648, in bk way to the warden^a lodginfrs ; being sahited with 

a speech from JMr. Clieynell, one of the most active of tlio parlia- ! 
mcntnrv visitors, wlio then occupied the chambers over the gatewav. 
repit^t iited in the Avoodciit, p. 1, where their meetings were ire- , 
queiitly held. See Wood's Annals, and the MS. Register of the Pro- | 
ceedinga of the Viaitorg preserved in the Bodleian hbrary ; in which 
many uitereating particnlara are reoofded. 
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about forty years since, that little more thau the diiueu- 
sions of the original strncture can now be ascertained. 
Some idea may be formed of it from Loggan's priut; iu 
which two louvres, or lanterns, appear on the ridge of 
the roof. The present porch was bnilt in the reign of 
queen Elizabeth ; the then warden, Dr. Bickiey, having 
in 1579 given ten pounds, together with materials in 
stone and tiiiiber, ad e.rtruetidum novum potilcum : but 
the original portals still remain on the lauding place, 
north and south, with their acutely pointed arches ; and 
to one is attacbed an oak door, eleven feet in height, 
which exhibits hinges of no common pattern, being orna- 
mented with iron tracery spread over the whole surface 
in the most elegant forms ; a method in use before panels 
were adopted. Previously to Mr. Wyatt^s alterations this 
hall waj5 waiuscotted with onk in drapery panels similar 
to those at New College and Magdalene, with the date 
of 1540, in the latter, and the arms of Henry VIII, 
of the college, at the upper end. There was also a 
door which communicated with the warden's lodgings at 
the east end of the ball, by means of which Henrietta 
Maria, queen of Charles I, and before her queen Catha- 
rine, used to pass to the chapel, through a small room 
now used as a kniie bouse, called formerly the trencher* 
eerapefe room ; whence there Is a stone staircase lead- 
ing into tlie vestr^% or sacristy ; and thence a doorway 
anciently leading into the chapeL 

The Warden's Lodgings, to whidi considerable 
addition^^ were made by wardens Sever and Fitzjames, 
were repaired under the direction of Mr. Harris, an 
Oxiurd builder, about the year 1812. In tbe long gal- 
lery is a superb vase of Siberian marble, presented by 
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Alexander emperor of Russia; who was hospitably enter 
tained here during the visit of the allied sovereigns. 




PART OF THE WAEDEN'^S LODGINGS. 



The Great Quadrangle. — A noble archway, which 
connects the Warden's Lodgings with the Hall, opens 
into an inner court of greater dimensions than the other 
two. This quadrangle being constructed or commenced 
about the year 1610, exhibits a fair specimen of that ad- 
mixture of pseudo-Gothic and pseudo-Grecian architec- 
ture, which was prevalent at that period. The Bentleys, 
who were employed to display the five orders on the 
tower of the schools, were modestly contented with four 
on the south side of this court opposite to the Hall. The 
front, however, towards the meadows has a pleasing 
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effect ; and the general aspect of the eastern elevBtion» 
with its numerous chimneys and pediments, as viewed 
from the garden walks, which have been recently laid out 
with great taste and judgment, is very magnificent and 

picturesque. 

The SMALL, or inner quadrangle.— On the south side 
of the chapel, and nearly coeval with it, is a smaller 
court, connnuuicatiDg with the other two, which at an 
early period obtained the name of MiA quadrangle. 
At the north-east angle is a very curious structure called 
the Tn£ASUBY. It is massive and strong, with a semi- 
octagonal turret endosing a stone staircase; the roof of 
w hich, together with that of the whole fabric, is high- 
pitched, and covered with sloping ashlar instead of slate, 
lead, or tile. Two sides of tliis quadrangle are occu- 
pied by the Library, said to have been built by Wil- 
liam Bede, fellow of the college in 1S499 and afterwards 
bishop of Chicht'ster. Sonic fragments of painttd glass 
remain in the more ancient windows; on which the holy 
Lamb is repeatedly represented, with the words Eece 
Agnus Dei; in allusion to the patron saint, John the 
Baptist The floor also is covered with ornamented tiles, 
in good preservation. In the south liable is a window, 
(closely resembling that in a similar position in the 
library of Durham college, now Trinity,) in which are 
the royal aruiss prior to the reign of Henry V. This 





IP 




in 



in 1385. At the east end is a large bay window without 
its tracery ; and some broad dormer windows have been 
introduced into the roof fiir greater light The doorcase 
to the passage leading to the library is a very handsome 
piece of masonry. 
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** The groined vaulting of the great archway, the plan of which we 
ha^e here represented in a woodcut, has the twelve signs of the zodiac 
carved at the intersections of the ribs, with the royal arms and sup- 
porters of Henry VIL in the centre. Libra, No. 7» the emblem of 
Justice, is represented by a judge in his robes. No. 12 is the dol- 
phin of Fitzjames in whose time the work was executed. This is 
perhaps one of the most interesting and scientific among the many 
specimens of groined ceilings in Oxford. Some of them will be found 
geometrically delineated in Pugin's * Examples of Gothic Architec- 
ture,' 1831 ; but this has never appeared before. The same plan, with 
the arms of Bodley, &c. at the intersections^ is repeated in the pro- 
scholium of the Divinity school. * 
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EXTERlOll OK THE ANCIENT SACRISTY. 



The Chapel of this college, being the parish church 
of St. John the Baptist, was called in ancient times 
' the church of St. John within the walls.' It continues 
to this day parochial as well as collegiate, accor(Jing to 
the terms of its original appropriation to the society. 
It was granted to the founder in 1265 by the Benedic- 
tine monks of Reading abbey ; Richard de Banaster 
being then abbot ; and confirmed to him by Henry III, 
as well as by the bishop and chapter of Lincoln, for the 
perpetual use of his scholars : provided they found a 
chaplain to perform all those offices of the church, which 
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the rector did before ; such as baptizing, marrying, bury- 
ing the dead, &c. ; all which is stili regularly done. In 
this grant was included the cemetery, and a piece of 
ground westward, between the churcii and the present 
site of Corpus Christ! coUege, now tiie Grove ; which in 
Loggau s time was used as a ball-court. This was piu- 
bahly the glebe or court of the rectory ; for Wood says 
there was an * ancient edifice' upon it before, thougli it 
was then a void plot; and he adds, that the advowson 
of the said church belonged to it*. 

From an erroneous and confused statement in Pesh all's 
history of the city, this noble structure is said to have 
' gone to decay about the beginning of the fifteenth cen- 
tury, when it was rebuilt,* &c.; but this remark, if it has 
any foundation, can only relate to the transept or outer 
chapd; for the choir, as well as the lofty piers and 
acutely pointed arches which support the tower, must 
have been constructed at least a century before. 

St. Mary's Chapel. — ^Adjoining to the church, on 
the south-eastern angle of the choir, is a very ancient 
structure, which seems to have undergone several changes; 
having been successively a chapel, or chantry, a vestry ^ 

• This is in all probability the same property which is called si 
mansion, or court, with a gjirden, to which the pfltronage of tiie 
church was attached^ and \\as confirmed to Reading abbey in l:2i>5. 
V. Wood's MSS. in Ashmoie D. 2. 358. and Gutch, p. 17, note 67- 

^ It WIS used as a vestry in 1 681 ; in which year we find it re- 
corded, that a Jkh de se was boned in the area at midnight ; ' in 
quo loco nemo unquam in hominam memona tiiiDiiliim prins Moepit.' 
See Wood's MSS. and Gtttcfa, App. to Merton college. The dooit 
of oomnranicBtum with the hall and chapel are now dosed, and the 
vestry has been long converted mto a brewhonse ; but the bold and 
sweeping tracery of the windows still remains uninjured. The old 
hrow ery was on the west dde of fhe chtirch ; where, till the time of 
Henry VI, stood the cross of marble erected by the Jews us u ^Hfiialt) I 
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or sacri^ty^ and now a brewer}^ ; but its arcliitecture is 
nearly as perfect as ever. This appears to have been 
the Lady chapel of the old church, being dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary ; for about the time when the collqpo 

I commenced rebuilding and enlarging the church, Robert 
de Treng or Tring, the fifth warden of the society, as- 
sisted by a benefaction of R. Melton, rector of St. Ebb's 
church, instituted a chantry here, with a maintenance for 

I a separate chaplain to celebrate for him while living, and 
afterwards, when dead, fiir R. Hunsingore, R. Melton, 
aud others*^, liobert de Treng, who succeeded John 
Wantyng as warden in 1828, died in 1856, and was 
buried in the choir or chancel of the coUegiate church ; 
but his gravestone was removed with others in 1671 to 
the outer diapd, or transept; where it still remains, 

' though the insciipliou aruuiid the verge ui it ib no longer 
legible. 

I The CHont, or Inner Chapel, was probably built in 

it^ present state, and adorned with painted glass, during 
I the time of one or more of the four wardens, — Wantyng, 
Treng, Durand.and Bloxham, — whose remains were depo- 
sited in the area under large slabs of grey marble, some 
ten feet in length, near the steps leading to the altar. 
I They were all removed into the ante-chai)el and transept 

iat destroyiiig a crucifix carried in prooession before the chancellor on 
Anenam day, J268j on his «my to St. Fridcswide't ihrine. See 
Wood's AmuJs, and Anglia Jadaica, by Dr. Tovey. 
I « Beiidas this and another diaatry ^Minded bj the same R. Hiuu 
»ngore, who died in 1337. there is mentum made of two A&taes in 
the souths aisle of the ehnrch; one of which was eslled the altar of 
St. Jerome, and the other of St. Catharine. The double canopy o^er 
the recesB still remains, terminating in a heantifiil Catharine wheel, 
with two cinquefoil ' ben^tiers' below ; the mouldings of the new 
transept being uith much care so constructed, as not tf) interfere in 
the slightest degree with the ei^ut outline of this earlier work^ 
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in 1671» when the new pavement was laid dowD. That 

of JMoxham, inlaid with brasses in high preservation, is 
given in a woodcnt at p. S2, together with the beautiful 
brasses on warden Bevel's gravestone. Prom the pcw^ 
trait of queen jb^ieauor and the badges of Castile in the 
stained glass, as well as firom the dianucter of the stalls 
near sir Henry Savile's monuinent, it is suppubed that 
this portion of the stmctme camaot be later than the 
time of Edward L or IL 

This noble choir is lighted hy fourteen windows, eem 
on each side, in addition to an eastern window of large 
dimensions and diversified munniouSy terminating in a 
Catharine wheel. The side windows at first sight ap- 
pear to be each of a ditierent character ; but ou ao at- 
tentive examination it will be found, that not onlj the 
opposite windows exactly correspond, but also on each 
side the first and fifth, the third and seventh, the secQod 
and sixth, arc pi'ecisely of llic biimn design; leaving ouly 
a central window of a peculiar construction. 

It is recorded by Wood, that Henryde Mannesfeld, D.D. 
a fellow of the college, who was chancellor of the univtf- 
sity in 1811, and became dean of Lincoln in 1815, at his 
own charge tuniisiied these side windows with glass so 
early as 1289^. His portrait is still on the glass, kneel- 
ingy with the inscription * Magister Ilenricus de Maanea- 
feld.* The east window has been embellished in more 
recent times with a good specimen of model a glass b/ 

A Some pcnrtioiui of HMe windows mH be fouid laithfaUy ddine^ 
Bted in tiheir proper ooloms in Pugin's ' Examplea of Gothic Arolii- 

lecture/ 1831. The tame pattern and design, with the identical bor- 
ders, consisting of castles luul licurs de lis, &c. altcrnatoly armiiiini, 
may l)c» socn in the chancel of Garsiiigton church, lately restored from 
a few fragmentji which remained of the original glass. This chaacel 
wM^bably bnilt in the reign of £dward the Firal. 
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VV. Price, represeatiDg the chief parts of oui* Saviour's 
history in six compartments, with die arms of the col- 
lege, aud those of Alexander Fisher, the senior fellow, 
together with those of warden Lydall ; at whose joint 
expense (260/.) the work was completed in 1708. Below 
this wmdow, and along the side walk oi the chancel, 
is a remarkahle spedmen of ancient tapestry, which sir 

Nathaniel J]it.'iil, In 1648, removed from t\ic high altar 
to his bedchamher. It is in excellent preservation ; the 
coloois being still fresh and vivid. 

The choir was paved, wainscoted, and seated, as we 
now find it» at the expense of Mr. Fisher before men- 
tioned, who died in the year 1671 at bis house in Holy- 
well. Many of the hrasses, according to Wood, had 
been provioualy pilfered from the monuments by some 
workmen, emplo} cd in liie year 1659 to repair the in- 
jury received by a fall of part of the roof of the south 
transept,' four years before* : but care seems to have been 
taken by the society to preserve most of the slabs, aud 
even the smallest fragments, which we now see in the 
transept and ante-chapel; though many of them, as 
usual, have beeu displaced by opening new vaults, and 
their situationa changed : so that the significant * Hie 
jacet,' or ' H. S. E.' is no longer a certain index to guide 
US to the relics of those who repose beneath^ It may 

• ' Ob the viga of St hdkio, 1655, (Oct. 17,) balf of the roof of 
the soath part of flui college outer d»pd, joinuig to the tower, fell 
withm the ehnrefa ehoat nine at night, uid broke all the atones lying 
on the floor ; of which some were monumental stonei. Aftterwnrd, 
when the ruins were taken ;iwav, A. W. (-tViitoiiv ^ Wood) retrieved 
the brass j)late« that were fixed on them, and transcribed and saved 
the inscriptions on tlieni/ V. Wood > Life, p. 84; and the inscrip* 
tions themselves, printed by (jutcli, p. i^7- 

f The monuments of air 11. Savile^ sir Thomaa Bodiey^ Bainbridge^ 

c 3 
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here be noted, that the simple monument to the memory 
of Antony a Wood has recently been restored, with 
laudable propriety, to its original station near tlie north 
door, where many of his fiamily as well as himself were 

buried 

From the loftiness and magnitude of the thans£PT, 
as well as from the remains of the three western arches, 

now filled with masoiiry, it is evident that a nave 
of proportionate extent, with corresponding side aisles, 
formed a part of the original design ; but whether it was 
abaudoned from a want of suffideut funds, or proper | 
encouragement, or both, is uncertain. The prevalence of 
Lollardism probably had its effect on the college as a 
body, and the work was suspended ; which seems to have 
suggested the notion of its being ruinous, decayed, taken 
down, and rebuilt. The society having confined them- 
selves to a more contracted plan, took down of coiuse all 
beyond the piers and walls of the incipient ndve west- 
ward, blocked up the three arches with solid ashlar, with 
the exception of a west window, and placed strong but- 
tresses against the ends of the wali^ ; the teeth-stones of 
which are still visible at the joints, where they are care- 
fully united with the buttresses. 8ome portions of the 
base mouldings of the massive piers which support the 
tower westward are discernible in the lower part of the 
walls L'xtcrnallv ; and it is remarkable, that there is no 
blocking course or string ornament continued along these 

Fisher^ and otlien, thoa^ on a large icale, and in the style of the 

semibarbarous period, are very interestintr. That of sir H. Savile 

contains a viow ui M rtdn and unotluT of Kinn college, in two M^utire 
compartmejits, as they existed in the time of queen Elizabeth. 

P The following; inscrijution is on au oval tablet c»f uhite inarhle 
])laced against the wall : ' a. S. 8. ANTONIUS WOUi> AUTI^VARIVA, OB, 

28 MOV. AO. 169d, jsT. U: 



Digitized by Google 



MERTON COLLEGE 



walls; which seems to indicate the abrupt manner in 

which the origiual design was abandoned ; though even 
the ledges had been prepared, which were to receive the 
roof, of the nave and one of the side aisles. The whole 
ediiice being thus Wished, however imperfectly, and the 
apper part of the tower being left to be completed after- 
wards, a re-dedication of it is recorded to have taken 
place in 1424, in honour of St. John the Baptist^. 

The consummate skill and judgment with which this 
new work, though of a different character^ was adapted 
and united to the older parts of the fabric, cannot be too 
much admired* It is only hy a minute inspection of the 

b Hie wlide dedicatioa, as at &nt, was ^in honour of God and 
St. Mart and St. Jobm tbb Baptist.' — As sn intemtmg histni- 

iiifiit connected with the early history, not only of Merton college 
aiul St. John s parish, but uf the ])nory of St. Frideswide, we sub- 
join the loiiowing ch:irt(»r : which has never yet appeared in j)rint : 
* Omnihus ad (pio.s prawns >cri])luia j)cn'enerit Kohkrtus Prior 
8'. Frid'. Oxon'. et ejufsdein loci conventus aeternam in Domino sa. 
lutem. Noveritia nos ad instantiam Domini Henrid Itegis Anglin 
iUustris et DoBiini Waltsri de Mertoo ejosdem Regm quondam Can. 
ccllarii dodisse conoesBisse et hac esrta nostra confirmaase Deo et 
B'. Mablb et B*. Johamxi Baptists et donmi Sdiolariiaii de Mer. 
tone qnam idem Walterns anctoritate pne&ti Bomiiii Begis inler- 
▼enlente apud Meaudooe in Gomitatn Snzr*. sd peipetnsm snsten- 
tationem Seholarinm in schclis degentiiim InndaTit, neenon sehola. 
rihos et fntrilras diete domns^ dokum nostram enm perttnentiis in 
fhron*. que quondam fait Henrici Herprut ex parte orientali 
ecclesiae S*. Johannis infra muros, cpiani habent usibus suis j)ropriis ; 
(piie sita est inter dictam occiesiam ex una parte et douinm suam 
(jiia' fuit Jacobi Judmi Oxon'. ex altera, ilaliendain et tcnendam 
dc nobis et ecclesia nostra in j>erpetinim iieddendo inde anni.s 
singulis unum obolum ad fkrktkum B'. Frid'. ad Natale Domini pro 
omui servieio consuetudine et dfmft^idft. Et mm scholaribus et fratn- 
bos praedictis prsiatam domum cum pertinentiis contra onmes gentes 
warantisabiraaB in perpetnom. £t ad hajns rei perpetnam secnritatem 
figillixm nostram et eodesiv nostrv pnesenti pagins est appensnm* 
Hiis tertibns, &e.' V. Beg. Vm. S. Frid. p* 179^^. Ma O.C.C. 

C4 
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external masonry^ and particular examination of the re- 
spective cornices, dressings, aud iiiuuldings, particularly 
near the intersection of the choir and transept, that we 
are prevented from believing, what we have been re- 
peatedly told, that the old church having become ruiuomi 
was pulled entirely down» and the present church, chan- 
cel, and tower, built in the room of it, about the year 
1424. This erroneous notion was probably derived from 
a loose paper in the college treasury, copied from an 
ancient document, which merely notices the re-dedicatioii 
in that year, as stated above. The building, however, 
acquires additional interest firom the consideration of its 
gradual progress and advancement: and tortunately there 
is abundance of documentary evidence, combined with 
external and internal appearances, to convince us of the 
fact. 

We have already produced from the manuscript notes 

of Wood himself the date of 1283 for the oldest speci- 
mens of stained glass. The same diligent antiquary has 
minutely recorded the names of those members of the 
college, and others, who severally gave the windows of 
the transept, and contributed to the tower and bells. 
Some of these were fellows of the college in the reigns of 
Richard 11, Henry IV, V, and VL The west window 
of the north aisle was given by Vincent Wyking, some- 
time fellow, and vicar of St. Peter s in the East, who 
also in 1433 erected the north window in the Lady 
chapel there. The opposite windows in this aisle, as 
well as the great north window, which nearly correspond 
in character, were the work of other contemporary mem- 
bers of the society ; and those in the south aisle, though 
of plainer and more simple masonry, (with the exception 
of the elaborate and diversified window at the south end. 
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the gift of archbishop Arundel,) were contributed about 
the year 1417 by KempS Gatis, and Ford» fellows of the 
college. 

I From the minuteness with which every coutribution 
I to this part of the strocture is recorded, and the scanti- 

1 ness of nieniorials relating to the INNER CHAPEI>, we 
may conclude that beautiful work to have been finished 




AMCIEMT 8EDILIA AMD DOOSWAT IN THR CHOIB. 



* Jobn Kemp ; successively bishop of RocheBter, Chichester, and 
Londoa ; aicbbialiop of York md Caoterbory ; caidinalof St. AUnne 
and StRoihw; wlio diod m 1463-4. HewatagrettbeneliMtortotlie 
muTertitj as well as to hia oollege. Thomas Kemp was his nephew. 

^ In llie centre of the inner chapel standa a large hraaen eagle, on 
a pedeetal of the same metal, whidi is used as a reading desk ; on 
each side of whidi is engraved the dolphin of Fitzjames, in whose 
wardenship it was given to the college by John Martok, M. A. then 
fellow^ m the orale of the inj^criptiou testities. 
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long beiore; mcludiug the noble piers and arches sup- 
pcMtiiig the tower, together with the two smaller arehes 
now walled up, the * sedilia in choro,' the altar of St. Ca- 
thariiie» the south door» and rubble work adjoining, &c. 

Dr. Henry Abendon, elected warden in 1422, gave a 
donation of 20L for the new bells ; on one of which his 
name was discoyered when the five bells were lecast by 
Christopher Hodson, and converted into eight, about the 
year IbSO. Sir Walter Hungertbrd gave 100/. towards 
the completion of the tower, and a mass was accordingly 
appointed for him in the wardenship of Elias ilolcot, 
c. 1440 ; but the belfry, it is said, was not finished so 
late as 1451 ; and even in 1680, when the eight bells 
were hxed, there was space enough left for the addition 
of four more. About the latter period, or before, the new 
ringing-loft appears to have heen made, with the curious 
lantern of archwork carved in oak above, and resting on 
sculptured brackets of stone, of which we have given a 
woodcut on the opposite page^. At the same time a 
window was made in the western wall of the tower, oppo- 
site to Corpus Christi coUege, for the accommodation of 
the riugers, who before rung the beik from the ground. 
The ceiling of the transept or ante-chapel, which is wain- 
scoted with oak, was finished about 1517, iu the warden- 
ship of Dr. Richard Kawlyns, who was a great contri- 
butor thereto; though firom the dolphin of Fitzjames, 
visible at one of the intersections, that munificent prelate, 
who lived to the year 1521-2, may be reasonably sup- 
jK)8ed to have been a benefactor to this, as he was to 
every other public work in the college or university. 

1 Sinoe this woodeat wm execnted, the whole plan and details of 

this ctmoiis lantern, geometrically delineated, Jane appeared in Pugin's 

* Examples (if Gothic Architecture,' 18,^2 ; with a postliumouij part 
pubiiiilied by hia ttuii, A. Welby Pugin ; LoiiUuu^ 4to. 
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LANTKRN UNDER THE BELFRY. 



The Parish of St. John the Baptist is so small, 
that in the celebrated * type of Agas' there are only seven 
houses, exclusive of the colleges and halls; and in Wood's 
time it had increased so little, that only ten families are 
enumerated. In 1771, according to Peshall, there were 
not more than seventeen houses, and a population of 
eighty-five souls ; giving exactly five on an average to 
each tenement — the average calculation of political econo- 
mists in the present day"*. 

Halls. — From the valuable description of the parish 
taken before the bailiffs about the time of the re-dedication 
of the church, a copy of which in a very ancient hand is 
preserved in the treasury of the college, it appears that 
at that period there were no other tenements in the whole 
extent of it than such as were occupied as academic 
Halls. These were about seventeen or eighteen in num- 

™ There are now twenty houses, exclusive of the almshouse built 
by alderman Parsons : and the population, according to the census of 
1831, amounted to one hundred and twenty-two persons; of whom 
exactly one half were females. 
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. ber ; corresponding nearly witli the calculation of houses 
in the year 1771» as stated above. 1. Aula ChrUtoj^eri 
in hortOj or Christopher hall, merged in Nevill's inn, or 
HunsiDgore hall, aud conveyed together Witii it to Mertoa 
coll^ 23 £d. III. partly for the support of the Melton > 
chantry at the south-ea^t angle of the cliurdi ; instituted 
by warden Treng. Aula T^^lakh by some called 
Urban Hall, Leaden Porch hall, and In the thirteenth 
century Curteys hall, often mentioned in the registers of 
St Frideswide'a Priory. It was situated between Coiner 
hall, aula Anf^ilarijt, at the west end of St. John's street, 
aud the college bali-court, now the Grove. 8o early as 
the dSnd of Henry the Third, A. D. 1238, one Richard 
Curteys, or Le Curteys, granted aud confirmed in frank- 
almoigne for ever all his land in this parish, &c. to th^ 
prior and convent of St. Frideswide ; subject to a small 
quit rent, and ' to the church of St. John the Baptist in 
Oxford on the day of All Saints 14dL for a luminary/ &c. 
For this same pro])erty, which seems to have constituted 
a part of the site Corpus Christi college, a fine had 
been previously passed in the king^s court at Oxford 
5 Hen. Ill, Henry de Bathe being then one of the justices 
itinerant, when WiUiam, prior of St. Frideswide's, under- 
took to admit the said Richard and his heirs, to all the 
benefits and prayers of the church". 3. Comer hall, 
probably a pert of Nevill's inn, occupied the remainder 
of the site of Corpus Christi College westward iVoin the 
gate, ex oppomto Le Oriole, 4. Aula Mamalis, or Nun 
hall, so called because it once bdonged to the Saxon con- 
vent of Littlemore, was uuited to Albau Hall at a very 
early period. The founder's kindred were lodged and 
educated here soon after the foundation of Merton col- 

n V. H^. Piirv. pp. 157—159. 
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lege, till about the tiine of Henry IV. 5. Uert hall, to 

the east of this, was converted into a garden before 1424, 
and annexed to Albau hall ; for which a quit rent was long 
paid by Merton to Balliol college. Traces of the door- 
ways and windows are still visible in the wall. 6. Kei)e- 
banne hall, called also Le Chimney hall, was opposite 
Merton gardens, on the north side of St. John^s street, 
from which a rent of five marks t. Edward L and XL 
VF9B payable to St. John's hospitaL This is now the 
property of Magdalene college. 7, 8. On the south side 
of the same street, at the eastern extremity, were Great 
and Little Bileby hall ; which, together with Elmen hall, 
Lomb hall, aiid iiuuceval hall, now form part of Merton 
gardens. 9- Aristotle hall, which belonged to St. John's 
hospital, was nearly opposite to Alban hall; and at 
the north end of it was a school for logicians ; whence 
the name of Logic lane ; the upper part of which be- 
yond the angle was anciently called HorsemuU lane. 

10. Nightingale hall, with its garden, stood on the eastern 
side of Logic lane ; whence the af^llation of Nightin- 
gale-hall lane, sometimes called Hare-hall lane, now King 
street, at the extremity of the parish in this direction. 

11. Coleshill hall was on the west side of Logic lane, and 
not far from Aristotle hall. 12. Little Merton hall, called 
also Portionists' or Postmasters' ball, is renowned as the 
birth-place of Antony a' Wood; styled aula Milith, or 
Knight hall, in a rental of St. John's hospital, 2 £d. III. 
from Alexander Kniglit, the then occupier. It had Coles- 
hill hall on the east, and the stables of Merton college on 
the west; abutting on Kihald street northward. Id. Next 
to these premises and the stables before mentioned was 
Biham hall. Latinized into aula JiabemUef so called from 
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Gilbert de Biham, cauon aud precentor of Wells, c. 12d2. 
14. Adjoining this* westward, was aula JohanniSf or 
John Baptist hall; so called because iC was nearly 
opposite to the north door of the collegiate church of 
St John the Baptist. 15. Aula S. MarHni or St. Mar- 
tin s hall, appears to have stood at the corner of Mag])ie 
lane^ 16. Higher up in this lane was Sehypster's hail» 
alfterwards incorporated with Oriel college. 17. Worm 
hail, opposite to Oriel back gate, was given with its gar- 
den to Merton college, 8 Uen. VI, by Robert Skeme, to 
celebrate his obit, or anniversary. There is still a ^rdeu 
adjoining the Black Lion» nearly opposite to Lion hali« 

The Streets in this parish are few in number ; and 
the names oi i>onie of them, as Kibald street and Shy- 
dyard street* are nearly foigotten. 

The BovNDABiES of the Parish. — ^The boundaries 
of this parish commence at the south-east corner of the 
city wall, and proceed thence under the wall in Morton 
fields to till' south-west angle of the site and j) remises of 
CiHTpus Christi college ; where formerly, was a summer 
house. From this point northward we have on our left 

o In one of these two halls, last nientiom d, (nr jn'rhaps in borh. 
united into one for the purpose of carryiiii; on a business which required 
considerable space,) Wynkin dk Wokoe and other early printers 
are supposed to have ezerdaed their craft. The books printed liere 
generally beer the impreaa * In Vlco S. Jnbnnnis/ bat in Mine few 
we find the wofd ' Vicdo' instead of ' Vieob' (See our teotmnt of 
the UntTBiBity Press *) The boolcs were sold at the sign of St. John 
the Evangdktw Head in St. Mary's lane. 

There appear to he some lemahis of Uiese halls* thon^ none of 
mndi importaaoe: the puhUe honae caUed the George and Bngmi 
seems to have form^ part of one of them. A large stone doorway 
and some lofty gables remind us of the descriptions of houses here, 
which wt' liiui in ancient cliarterii; in which * douius iapidea cum 
gubuio iujpiUeo' tVe<|ueatly occurs. 



Digitized by Google 



MEUTON COLLEGE. 



31 



the ancient parish and priory ui' 8t. Frideswide, now 
merged in St. Aldate'8» and the precincts of Christ 
Cbarcb ; while St. John's paiish extends on the right 
by Cauterbury gate to a point nearly opposite tlie great 
gate of Oriel college. The southern part of the prin- 
cipal quadrangle of that college was formerly considered 
as being in this parish: indeed^ when King Kdward III, 
in the first year of his rc igu, gave to the society his mes- 
suage caiieii I^e Oriole, which probably occupied the site 
of a considerable portion of that quadrangle, it was de- 
scribed as being * for the most part in St. John's parish.* 
But the parishioners in their procession do not now pass 
through the college ; they go round it, from the front 
gate to Magpie lane, and up that lane to a eross in the 
wall of Oriel, opposite to the site of the Magpie inn, 
where there is another cross ; from that point they re- 
turn down the street, and when opposite Oriel back gate 
proceed to the east, up what was anciently called Kibald 
street, or Kibald-twychen, viz. Kibaldi hitfium ; a double 
way, common to the two parishes of St. Mary and St. 
John, or leading between them. This street extended 
from Magpie lane to the angle, or turning, in Logic iaue. 
Thence the boundary line passes obliquely to the east 
end of St. John's street, and is terminated by the garden 
wall and terrace of Merton coliqpe'. 

p Notes conceriiiiig the toundatiou of Merton college, and St. John 
Baptist's church, are added to Heame's Textus Roffenoit, p. 408. 
In Aubrey's Natural Hiitory and Antiquities of Sorrey, vol. IV. 
p. 167*171> i> ' Hortnt MertoDenais,' a Latin poem, by Dr. Earle, ' 
feilafw liere, and afterwarda Inaliop of Saliabniy. Jnat before were 
publiahed two EngUah poems, called ' Merton Walka, or tbe Oxford 
Beauties; Loud. 1717** 8?o; nid 'Merton Gardens; Oxon. 1718.' 
8ro. V. Gongb's Br. Top. vol. II. p. 147. Xiond. 1780. 
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Q The following inscription is still legible on this beautiful brass : 
*' Hie jacent magist' Joh'es Bloxham baculari' sacre theologie, quon- 
dam custos huius coll^ii, et Joh'es Whytton rector eccl'ie de Wodeton, 
et huius collegii benefactor, qui lapidem istum fecit suis p'priis sump, 
tibus ordinari ; quorum a'i'abus p'piciet* Deus. Amen.' AIkjvc are 
the figures of Bloxham and Whytton in their respective habiliments. 
Beneath is the holy Lumb, the emblem of the Baptist, with the names 
repeated on a scroll : ' Johannes Bloxham ; Johannes Whytton.' 

»■ The inscription on this brass is also perfect, and has the date of 
MCCCCLXXi ; but a minute detail of this and other interesting memo- 
rials of past ages in this ancient structure, would require a volume. 
We must therefore refer our readers, for many particulars unavoidably 
omitted, to the work of Mr. Gutch ; Oxford^ 178G : 4to. 
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VIEW FKOM THE TUKL IN lOiiJii. 

Exeter College. 

T HOUGH this college ranks among the earliest, with 
respect to its primary foundation, under the titles of 
Hart hall and Stapledon hall*, yet it did not receive 

• The license of mortmain for giving Hart hall and Arthur hall, 
in the parish of St. Peter in the East, is dated 10 May, 7 Ed. ij. The 

32 B 

Google 



2 



EXETER COLLEGE. 



some of its best endowments, and its present statutes ^ 
till about the middle o£ the sixteenth centiuy. At that 
time sir William Petre, knt., son of John Petre of Tor- 
bryan in Devonshire, first a student here, and fellow of 
All Souls* in ]5dSS secretary of state and privy-cooii- 
ciiior in fuur reigns, seven times ambassador in foreign 
oountriesy &c., not only augmented this place of his 
early education with lands and revenues, for the main- 
tenance of eight additional fellows'*, but by liis iuiluence 
in the court of queen Elisabeth he obtained for it a new 
charter of incorporation, in tlie year 1566, with a ton- 
hnuation of all former grants* 

Its FiBST FoVKDER was Walter de Stapledon, bishop 
of Exeter, who had himself received his education in 
this university; of whom some interesting particulars 
are recorded. He was the younger son of rir Hicfaard 
Stapiedon, knt., of Aunery» near Bideford in Devon- 

inqiiiiitioD ' ad quod dammm/ Ij vktm of wluch the Midety aflor. 
wwds oocDpM tliA nte of four or five teneneiitB io S. IffiUred's 
pariih, merged tn Stapiedon hall* wbm taken Jme 4, 1336. Li the 
pteamUe to the Petrean statntea the date of the origuial foondation 
ia aaaigned to A. D. 1316. 

given by the learned W. Alley, bishop of Exeter, the 
visitor, at the request of sir W. Petre, and by consent and agreement 
witli the society of the old foundation, are copied chiefly from the 
statutes of Trinity colleire, then recently founded by sir Thomas 
Pope. An abstract of them is among ^Ir. Worton's MSS., dated 
Dec. 9, 17B6. See also Wood's Colleges, ap. Gutch, p. I0(j. The 
original statutes had been intermediately reformed by bishop Stafford 
in 1404^ when the new appellation of Exeter haU» or eollage, imM 
ocmfinned by pope lanooent VII. 

« He beeame B.G.L. in 1596, and D.di. in 1532. Other par. 
tienlan may be aeen in hia Life by CSialmera. 

4 Bishop Stapiedon left in hia atatntea a proTiaion fin* thirteen 
only; including the rector, who was then an officer annnaUy ohoaen. 
The liiit perpetual rector was John Neale, M. A. in 1566. 
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Aire ; and from his talent and mpectability became, at 

an early period of life, chaplain to the pope, as well as 
junecentor of the church of Exeter^ In 1307» his promo- 
tion to the see of Exeter was oelebrated with almost 
uuexainpied s])leudour and hospitality, as related by 
Godwin; who obsenres, that a whole year's revenue of 
the bishopric was expended In the entertainment giren 
on the occasion. Like many other prelates in that age, 
he was employed officially in affairs of stote, entrusted 
with important enibasbies abroad, sworn of the privy 
council, and at length appointed lord high treasurer of 
England. In 1S95 he attended queen Isabella in a mis- 
sion to the court of France on the subject oi peace ; but, 
perceiving the traitorous designs of the queen'ii party, 
he returned to England ; and, as it is said, communi- 
cated to the icing some intimations of those designs, that 
he mi^t take steps to defeat them. Edward aoeordingly, 
leaving London, resolved at first to retire to the isle of 
Lundy, by Oloeester and Chepstow; but afterwards, 
throwing himsdf on the generosity of his friends in the 
principality, having drawn his first breath at the castle 
of Carnarvon, be crossed from Bristol to Swansea, and 
vissited the abbey and castle of Neath; Caerphilly castle 
being bravely defended against the queen's forces sent 
against it, till the following Easter. But in November 
of that year ^, the unfortunate monarch was seized near 
the castle of Llantrissant, and conveyed by Monmouth 
and Ledbury to Kenilworth, whence lifter Christmas he 
was removed to Berkeley castle. His tragical fate after- 

• In the iseoffds of the Tower of London the king's letter to the 
pope is extant, in hvom of his promotion, in which these titles are 
ffvm to him. He is also styled ' professor of canon law/ 

' On St. Edmund's day. Not. 90, 1S36. Vid. Wslsu^^, m. 

B 2 
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wards is too well known to need repetition, hx the 
meantime the bishop of Exeter^ to whose fidelity and 
vigiiauce he had committed the custody of the city of 
London, had flEdlen a victim to the violence of the popu- 
lace^. As he was returning home from an excursion in 
the suburbs he was dragged from his horse* near the 
north door of St Paul's, and though he bravely defended 
himself with the assistance of his atteudants, his brother 
sir Richard Stapledon being of Ihe party» yet he was 
overpowered by numbers ; and himself, his brother, and 
two servants, were killed on the same spot; which 
appears to have been at St. Paul's Cross in Cheapside. 
His body, stripped of Its hacquetm, and other habili- 
ments, was thrown into a deserted cemetery near 
corner ^, but afterwards concealed under a heap of sand 
behind his own house K The queeu and her son, when 
he came to the throne, appearing to regret this barbarous 
outrage, about six mouths afterwards caused the bishop's 
body to be removed to £xeter cathedral; where it was 
rdnterred with due solonnity on the north side of the 
high altar K Nor was this the only reparation they were 

E Vnions feaaonsm alkged by Walaangbam for this antmonty of 
file Londonen i^gaiiiik the biahop ; one of which la eonnaetad with aa 
important fact in the history of our jurispmdeoce ; namely, that by 
his adTiee the Innj^ had fixed the courts of the justices itinerant in the 

city of London, whereby cririiiiialb rarely escaped punishment. ]?iit, 
as he observes, they never want fury when thev have license for their 
insolence: ' niinquam deest furia, cum adest iiis>olescendi licentia.' 

* * Fi t / t Ji pi/ex veteres appellabant.* WaKineham. 

^ This was situated in the Strand, where in later times Essex 
buildings stood ; so called in queen 
brated earl of Easez* and now well known aa Esaez street. 

^ * At the upper end of the north ambulatory, leading into the 
choir/ Prince's Worthies of Devon, p. 725. ed. 1610. Uia mona- 
ment was repaired at the expense of the society of Exeter oollege in 
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^ desirous of maldag for such an oionnous offence. They 

institut( d an inquiry into the circumstances of the mur- 
der, though after a lapse of three years ; in consequence 
of which all those who were in any way concerned in 

^ it were coudeiuned and executed* 

This premature termination of the founder's life 

j» probably prevented him from adding endowments com- 
mensurate with his new settlement of the society. 
Their revenues, at his death, consisted of certain mes- 
suages in Oxford ; all of which, except one, were taken 
into the precincts of the college ; together with the im- 
propriations of Gwynear in Cornwall, of which the col- 
lesre possess the great tithes only, and Long Wittenham in 
Berkshire^ But, in the administration of his effects by 
the then dean of £xeter, among other things we hud a 
notice of certain Iq^des left to poor scholars 

The good intentions of the bishop were neverthdess 
amply fuihiled by subsequent B£N£i actobs ; among 

1733^ and ftg;iiii about thirty years since. An engravinsr of it in its 

present state is in Skelton's Pietas Oxuniensis ; in wIiiLli \\ m k al^ 
' the modern inscription is yireserved. The liauier inscription in 44 

elegiac verses, composed by John Hooker, and set up by bishop 
I Alley in luiSH, may be seen in Prince's Worthies, and in Polwhele's 

History of Devonshire. Sir Richard Stapledon's monmneiit is imme* 

diately opposite to that of his brother. The Story of the cripple lay- 
I ing hold of the Im-]^ of his hene^ it zepeated in the Pietas Ozoni- 

onsis fzom PHnoe. 

^ Hie license for the Founder to give to his college the advowsoo 

of Long or West Wittenham at the yearly Tahie of tirenty narks is 

extant, dated May 2, 1322, 15 Edw. IL John Polyng, hisbop of 
^ Sarum, and Edm. de la Beche, appear to have assisted in this appro^ 

priation, which was couHruied by llob. VVyvil^ bishop of Sanun, A. D. 

1340. 

™ Bishop Stapledon was a great benefactor to his catliedral. He 
I comjdeted the choir, tilling the windows with coloured glass, called 

Moan glass* because imported fiam Kouen in Normandy. 

b8 
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whom Edmund Staiiord, LL. 1>. bishop of Exeter, and 
sir WiUiam PeCre» knt. already mentioned, stand emi- 
nentljr conspicuous The former, about the year 1404, 
gave more than two hondred marks in mon^ ; added 
much to the buildings, particularly to the old chapel and 
lihnuy, furnishing the one with ornaments, and the other 

with books : besides adding two fellowships for the ad- 
joining diocese of Salisbury ^ In short, this muniikeot 
prelate has been so much considered as a secovd 
FOUKDBE of the society under the altered denouiinaticui 
of Exeter college, that a peqietual obit or anniversary was 
decreed for him so early as 1430. He died 4th Sep- 
tember, 1419 ; and was buried on the north side of the 
lady chapel of his own cathedral, under a costly touib, 
supporting his recumbent figure, beautifully sculptured ia 

alabaster. These circumstances, combined with the liigb 
rank of his family, were sufficient to attract the envious 
malignity of the puritans of the seventeenth century; 
who accordingly debuoed the monument, and obliterated 

a Three benefteton m raomrded Kt ea ewHer period ; mmetf, 

Peter de Skeltone, Ralph Germeyue, and Richard Grenfield. The 
first, among other things, in 1315, gave two chambers, with a court 
adjoiaing called ' la Lavendrie,' and a place called St. Stephen's l»al!, 
where the old tower now stands. The latter about the same time 
left chests of moneys called after their namet; from which* aoeonii^g 
to the practioe of that age, the fallows borrowed certain anxna withoal 
interest ; only giving tecnrity to the college for the repayment. 

<• The fbnnder'a fellowships are limited to the dioeaae of Exeter; 
namely, eight for the three ardideaeoimes of Exeter, Totness, and 
BarnstujiK' ; hmr iui thai of Cornwall, and one to be nominated by 
the dean and chapter of Exeter fnun any place they may dvem most 
fit, provided always that he m iu prie&t h orders. By the founder's 
statutes also, only one of these thirteen fellows is to be aeceaiarily a 
atttdent in divinity and cuum law ; the leit being at liberty to pmw 
arta and pUkaophy. 
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the inscription p. He was brother^ or sej^ew, to Ralph, 
lord StaflTord ; consecrated bishop of Exeter at Lambeth 

in Juue 1395, by Wiliiani Courtney, then ardibisliop of 
Canterbwy; a member of the king's privy-coundl, lord 
privy seal, and lord high chancellor of England in the 
reigns of Richard II. and Uenry IV. 

During more than a centary after this period the 
college received no great augraentatiou ; except in its 
buildings, through the liberality of Mr. William Palmer^ 
and others ; but in the year 1566 the benefactions of sir 
William Petre were so extt usive, as almost to constitute 
a THIRD FOUNDATION. He added eight fellowships for 
the counties of Devon, Somerset, Dor?<et, Oxtord, Essex, 
or any others in which he or his descendants might have 
estates ; which are at present Norfolk, Suffolk, Middlesex, 
Hants, aud Keut. For their maintenance and support 
he left land8» tenements^ and hereditaments^ in various 
parts of the county of Oxford ; particularly the manor 
of Little Tew» with the impropriations of ilidiiugtony 
Yamton, South Newington, and Merton, and a small 
estate iu the parish of Garsingtou. The vicarage of 
Kidlington he settled as a lay fee on the rectors of the 
college for ever ; the rectors paying thence to the collie 
annually 6^., and providing for the cure of souls : but 
the vicarial house to be for the use of the whole society 

P Lelaiui, however, Ixud previously copied it: it is therefore pre* 
served in his Itinerary, and fepeated by Richardson, p. 412. 

4 He gave lOO/L and mere towards building the tower gttewsj, 
which still reniBinfl, and Mme other improTements, aboot the year 
1432, He was then a fisllow; and became afterwards chanter, or pre- 
oentor, of GraditoOf pliyaieiaii to tbe qmeen of Henry VI. Ae. Hw 
old diapel was lengthened at tbe east end at hia ezpenae ; hi the eaat 
window of ndueh waa hia iigara kneeling, with this inaeriplioo mider- 
neatli: * Qrato pro amma magistri Willidmi Fdmer iatina lod aoeii* 
qui hane capeDam longiofeDi fieri ML' 

b4 
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in case of the plague. He appointed a sub-rector, dean, 
moderator, classical lecturer, &c. each with an appro- 
priate salary, according to those times ; the chaplain to 
have an additional allowance, and a sum to be annually 
divided among the members of the old foundation. Nor 
were the college servants forgotten ; their stipends being 
augmented. To these benefactions lady Anne Petre, and 
her son, the first lord Petre, made some additions. 




OLD gateways; palmer's tower, &c.*^ 

In the old map by Ralph Agas may be distinctly traced not 
only the tower-gateway of 1432, still remaining, but the opening iu 
the city wall, under which a circular arch of rustic work has since 
been constructed, as represented in the woodcut. The principal en- 
trance to the college was then from the street leading anciently be- 
tween the divinity school and the wall above mentioned. A part of 
this street or lane still remains, forming a private entrance to the 
Rector's lodgings, between the chapel and that part of the city wall 
on which Mr. Parker's house is built. 
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Among later benefactors may be mentioned sir John Peryam, knt.; 
a wealthy citizen nnd alderman of Exeter, who besides gifts of plate^ 
built eight chambers in 1618 on the east side of the qiiadniig]e» 
celled eller hmi Fei7«m'i biiildiiigii« Nearlj • oentniy afterwards 
Neroaras Marshy the primate of Ireland noticed b^ Swift, gave dKH^L 
towards oomplettng the west front of the eoUegei and 1000/. for eonti> 
nuing the eastern range of biiildingii from Peryam's to the old gateway. 
Sir John Adand, knt., gave 8002. towards boilding the present hall, and 
{ founded two exhibitions for young men from Exeter school. In 1636 
Charles I. gave lands for the maintenance of one kliuw liere, as well 
as at Jesus and Pemhroke, frfnn the islands of Jersey artrl fTuerubcy ; 
p the candidates to l)e nominati tl by the dean and jurats ot {h(»>f» islands 
alternately. In 1(337 i^ergeant Maynard settled 20/. per annum on 
the odlege for the endowment of a divinity lecture, and 12/. for a 
lecture in Hebrew ; c hargeable on St. John's hospital in the city of 
Szeter* Geoige Hall, bishop of Chester, who died in 1068, gave his 
gold cnp, and an eitete called IVethewin, or Trethwie^ near St.Ger^ 
main'a, in ComwaD. Mrs. Eliiabeth Shien^ wbo died in 1700;^ left 
certain rents for the support of two ftDows to be chosen by the rec- 
tor end five aeniora from die coonties of Hertford end 8arr^« She 
also provided for an increase of the stipends snd commons, for the supply 
of the library with books^ and the purchase of advowsons. By these 
and other donations, contiiiueti almost to tlie present day, the foun- 
dation now lojiMstH of a rector and twenty-live fellows ; with a variety 
of scholarsiiips and exhibitions, of which a minute and accurate ac- 
count is detailed in the latest Oxford Cideiidars. 

Among those who gave advowsous to the collie we may mention 
Thomas Rowney, esq. sometime steward to this and other societies in 
Oxford, and one of tlie representatives of the city in several parlia« 
ments. He settled on the college for ever the rectory of Wootton in 
Northamptonshire. Tlie rectory of SomerfordMagna in Wiltdhire waa 
the benefoodon of the rev. Biehard Hntbhina, B« D. sometime follow; 
who also gave 6/OOL with which the porchase of Baverstodt rectory 
in the same county was completed. Menheoniot was given to the 
college under peculiar conditions by Nicholaa Ooase, chancellor of 
Exeter, with other coninbiitors, in 1478. 

The rev. Jost jili Sandford, li. D. a member of this honse, and after- 
wards fellow of JJallioi college, who died in 177-^. in the 84tii year 
of his age, heqneathed his whole library to this society ; as did also, 
in 1729, Edward Richards, esq. of Compton B^uchamp, Berks; con- 
auting of valuable manuacripCa and printed booka, particularly Aidme 
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classics. These latter were of Mr. Sandford's collection, together 
with a copy of the very rare edition of the Soncino Hebrew Bible. 
The rev. Henry Richards, D. D. rector of the college, left the residue 
of his property in 1807 to the society ; who added it to Dr. Short- 
ridge's fund for the purchase of advowsons. 




OLD BUILDINGS FROM LOGGAN ; 1675. 

Buildings. — Few colleges have undergone so many- 
architectural changes or acquired so many recent im- 
provements, as that of Exeter. It will therefore be an 
interesting employment to mark the progressive steps 
by which it has advanced to its present splendour. 

A tolerably correct idea of its history may be 
formed from authentic documents ; from Agas ; and par- 

" The western gateway has been four times rebuilt in 400 years ; 
namely, in or about 1404, 1600, 1700. and 1834. 
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ticularif from the comprehensive view in Loggan's 
work of 1675. 

The Chapel. — Hart hall being situated in the parish 
of St. Peter in the East, the first scholars of this founda- 
tion celebrated divine service in that chureh for a short 
time; but, after their translation to Staj)lLdDn hall, they 
frequented the old church of St. Mildred ; till by lioense 
from Henry bishop of Lincoln in 1321, confirmed in the 
following year by the dean and chapter* saving ail rights 
and oblations due to the rectors or vtcars of the parish, 
' a fair chapel, with cunvenient rooms under it, was 
finished before the year 1326.' 

The present chapel was built in 1624, chiefly at the 
expense of Dr. Greorge Hakewill, sometime fellow, and 
afterwards rector of the college, who oontribnted IdOOf. 
to tlie work ; the society adding about 200/. more. The 
consecration day is still observed as an anniversary in 
Midiaelmas term. The first person buried in this chapel 
was one of the rector's children, who died in infancy, 
Feb. 1624-5 ; and two others followed soon afker. Their 
epitaphs, probably composed by Dr. Prideaux, are sin- 
gular specimens of the quaint style of the age K 

The HALii^The original «hall or refectory was the 
same, according to Wood, which the scholars found in 
Sl Stephen's hall ; but a new one was B&etWBtds 
erected, probably about the time of bishop Stafford, who 
is said to have /i(i{f roofed it. The old kitchen adjoiuing 
it which stood till about the year 161S, and the stone 
gable looking westward, with the square-headed win* 

* On the first ; ' Iiifans quid loquitur quieris? lege ; tu morieris:' 
On the second ; ' Quam subito, qtuan certo, ezperto crede Rubkrto :' 
On the third ; ' Hie jaoet ia psnniiy pttiia optunA geomis, Johannbb/ 
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HALL, &C. ; FROM EXETEK LANK. 

dows of treble, double, and single lights, represented \ 
in Loggan*s view, are ascertained to have been of the 
date of 1483, and may be considered as authority for 
the style adopted by Mr. Underwood in the late re- 
storations. They were taken down when the present 
hall and cellar under it were built by sir John Ac- 
land. The kitchen then rebuilt, at the west end of 

I 

it, remained till nearly the beginning of the last cen- 
tury; when the west side of the quadrangle, south- 
ward from the gateway, was renewed to make one 
uniform quadrangle- The part between the tower and 
the chapel was rebuilt in 1672, and tlie other part 
at the west end of the chapel in 1682. The hall was 
some few years since repaired and embellished at a 
considerable expense from the designs of Mr. Nash, 
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under the superintendence of Mr. licptuii. It has 
a high-pitched timber roof of handsome firamework* 
with a curious kiiid of reticulated ceiling. The large 
porizaic of the founder was painted by the late W. Pe- 
ters, esq. ; the drapery and coetume being copied from a 
French print of Bo68uet» the celebrated bishop of Meaux. 
That of Dr. HakewiU^ left in his will to the collage in 
I64i9, was formerly at the east end of the south aisle of 
the chapel 

The Library. — Wood was of opinioQ»that there was 
a library boilt by the founder; but he confesses himself 
at a loss to know in wliat phice. He certainly left books 
to the coH^: as did also bishop Orandesson so early as 
1368. In 1372 Simon de Bredon, a great niathemati- 
cian» left some astronomical and mathematical works* 
But tiie building, such as it was, becoming ruinous in the 
reign of ii^dward 111, William Kede» bishop of Chiches- 
ter, who had been a scholar of this house before he was 
elected fellow of Mertoii, gave twenty pounds towards 
the reparation of it about the year 1874 ; transmitting 
twenty-five manuscripts to be deposited therein, besides 
what he left by will in ISBS. Other bene&ctoni fol- 
lowed his example ; among whom Thomas Breutyngham, 
bishop of Exeter, and Mr. John More^ sometime rector, 
are specially recorded in the old 'computus of the rec- 
tors/ as having given several sums of money for the 
same purpose: at length * a comely library was built on 
the east side of the upper court that now is, about the 
year 188S V But this structure behug soon found too 

' Coiitrury to the gaoml arrangement of coll^^ obapslst Dr« 
Hakewill's structure is oompo^d of two distinct aialet. 

«Wood'aCollegtt,&c;sp.Oatch,p.ll4;aadliisMSS. eompiled 
•boot tbe year 1665, now in the Aihmole mnaeam. 
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BmaU to leeeiTe the books of numeroitt beiiefiietoi8» Ed- 

inund btatibrd, so oitea mentioned^ repaired, lengthenedy 
and cnlaiged it ; at the same tinie repairing or recon- 
structing the roof, &c. * This was about the year 1404. 

The New Library is judiciously detached in some 
degzee firom other buildings, and pleasantly sitoated 
in the college garden, where its elegant aud unob- 
trusive front is seen to great advantage; for though of 
the lonie order, and therefore not In aefSOTdance with the 
surrounding buildings, it harmonizes very well with the 
modem lawn and shrubbery in this sequestered spot. 
It is commonly said to have been designed by the 
late Mr. Crowe of New College. But this tradition 
appears to be» to a certain extent* erroneous. Mr. John 
Townsend, of Oxford, was both the architect and the 
builder ; but his design being suboutted to Mr. Crowe's 
inspection, he suggested a few amendments in the details : 
in consequence of which the design itseli' has been attri- 
buted to him. This statement is given on the authority 
of Mr. Crowe himself. The library was erected in 1779. 

The Kecxgr's Lodgii^os. These, if we may judge 
from the perspective view of them in Loggan's valuable 
engraving, compared with Wood's account, were origi- 
nally coeval with Palmares tower; but great improve- 
ments took place In 1798, and the front towards the 
quadrangle was entirely rebuilt at that time, with the 
addition of a porch, at the expense of the college. A 
part on the north side was added by Dr. Bury iu 
the year 1671. Further to the north is a distinct build-* 

^ Unfortunately, a fire broke out underneath this library, Dec. 2, 

1709, which destroyed nhnost :ill the books, buukcases, and fariiiLure; 
and, though the injury was afterwards in some degree rep:iired, the 
society canie to the resohition, in 1778» of taking down tins only re- 
maiuing part of the founder's original fabric 
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ing, erected by Dr. Prideaux between 1612 and 1(342, 
chiefly for the accominodation of foreigners; among 
whom was the odefarated Quverius ; whose son, J. Sigis- 
niund Cluvier, was admitted a member of the college in 
I6d3. Dr. Wallis also had rooms here on his appoint- 
ment to the Sayilian professorship. This baflding is now 
generally occupied by some of the fellows. Between this 
part of the coll^ and the Museum a lofty pile of build- 
ing was erected in the summer of 18^i2, fronting the 
Broad street, on land belonging to the city; and in the 
two following years the whde of the west front, extend- 
ing in length 220 feet, was handsomely renewed with 
Bath stone, from designs by Mr. Underwood,- admirably 
executed by Messrs. Plowman. 

Eminent Men. This college can produce a splendid 
catalogue of exalted prelates, and other eminent persons, 
in almost erery department. Loggan observes, in the 
short notice aocmDopanying his print, that three of its . 
Fsetors were ahnost eonsecutively r^us professors of 
divinity, and nt that time it could reckon four privy- 
oonncillors to Charles II. Among more than twenty 
bishops, three of whom were of the Courtney family, it 
might be sufficient to name Bede, Bayley, Prideaux^ 
Bull, and Seeker, who died archbishop of Canterbury in 
1768. But Dr. Couybeare, dean of Clirist Church 
and bishop of Bristol, the able antagonist of Dr. Tin- 
dal, rector from 1730 to 1733, deserves especial notice. 

One of the earliest inmates of Stapledon hall was John 
de Trevisa, canon of the collegiate church of Westbury in 
Wiltshire, and vicar of Berkeley ; who assisted W'iciiffe 
in the translation of the scriptures, and left behind him 
an English abridgment or commentary of the BiUe^. 

' A copy of thii work, which is aevodj kaiiwii, was pwMMmtod to 
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Among more modern names may be mentioned lord 
chancellor Shaftesbury; John Anstis the elder, the cele- 
brated herald and antiquary ; Henry Gary, the first lord 
Falkland ; Dr. Walker, the historian of the clergy who 
suffered for their loyalty and religion ; Maundrell, the 
traveller ; Dr. Borlase, the historian of Cornwall ; Hole, 
Conant, Upton, Toup, Kennicot, and Blayney. 

This college has also produced many eminent lawyers ; 
namely, sir Robert Tresilian, Fortescue, Doddridge, Fitz- 
herbert, Noye, Rolle, Treby, Forster ; to which honour- 
able list may now be added the name of Coleridge. 




THE NEW LIBRARY. 



the Editor in 1808 by the late ingenious Mr. Dnllaway. It is men- 
tioned by sir Wm. Dugdale, in his Baronage, L 360. 
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TUE CHAPEL^ &C. 



ORIEL COLLEGE. 

This is one of the few colleges in Oxford which it is 
usual to describe as of royal foundation. Perhaps there 
is scarcely one which can be strictly so considered. The 
case of University college for a time remained very 
uncertain; but tradition has at length prevailed over 
doubtful history. The claim of king Henry VIII. to 
that honour at Christ Church is founded on an arbi- 
trary usurpation; and it was by a circuitous act of 
courtesy that Adam de Brom, who was the real founder 
of * the scholars of the house of St. Mary,' transferred 
the ultimate honour of its institution and endowment to 
his royal patron Edward II. Adam de Brom's proper 
foundation was somewhat earlier, viz. in 1324 : the king 
15 B 
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enlarged bis origiiial plan, and became the foucder of the 

present college in 1325-6. 

In order fiilly to imderstand the history end oonstita- 
tion of colleges, as erroneous views have sometimes been 
taken^ it is of some importance to examine this matter. 

The visitatorial jurifidictton» where none is expressed 
by statute, follows the nature of the foundation. But, 
from the peculianQr of the Orid foundation, the bishop 
of Lincoln for the time being long exercised this jurisdic- 
tion over it*: a jurisdiction not grounded on the original 
statutes, but on statutes subsequently imposed upon the 
college by the bishop himself, who had no authority for 
such a purpose. His claim, therefore, to this extrajudi* 
dal office is supposed to have originated in a misconoep* 
tion of his authority, as diocesan; and it was conse- 
quently pronounced to be invalid and illegal by a judg- 
ment of the court of common pleas in 1726-7. It seems 
now to be understood, that the king, or the lord chan- 
cellor under the crown, as the king*s legal adviser in all 
casts of duubliul ibauciis the constitutional visitor of this 
house. 

It does not however appear, that the kino is bound to 
refer any matter in dispute to the chancellor. The an- 
cient practice was to institute a commission; as in the 
case of at least two contested elections of a provost In 
the year 1385, when there were great dissensions in the 
university between the northern and southern students. 

Oriel college was iavolved in the general contagion. Some 
of the members were for John Middleton, professor of 
theology, othm for John Kirton, M. A. to succeed provost 

■ * The visitor hertnjf being alvays the bishop of Lincoln for the 
time hting.' Ayliffe's ' Ancient aad Fresent State of the Univerti^ 
of Oxford;' 17U. 
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Col]mti6. The king, to whom an appeal was made* 

committed the decision of the matter to the archbishop of 
Canterburyy the bishop of Wincheater, Mr.Rugge» chan- 
cellor of the universlt} . and Mr. John Blozham, warden 
of Merton, or any two of them. After a full examina- 
tion of the matter, they confirmed the election in favoiir 
of Dr. Middleton in June following^ Another ai)peal 
waa made to the king in 1401 by Mr. John Faxton^ a 
eandidate for the provoatship, against the election of Mr. 
John Pussel; when a similar commission was appointed, 
and the decision of the commiaaioneEB waa final in fayour 
of John Poesel^. 

The foundation of the college commenced in the fol- 
lowing manner. Adam de Brom waa almoner to Edward 
the Second, conimonlv cMlIed Edward of Carnarvon {rum 
the place of his birth ; and being in high favour with 
the king, he obtained his licenae, flOth April, to 
purchase a messuage in the tow^n or suburb^} of Oxford, 
in carder to found therein^ to the honour of the Virgin 
Mary, a certain goU^ of scholars, to be governed by a 
rector chosen perpetually from among themselves, &c. 
notwithatanding the atatnte of mortmain which had been 
then recently passed. He also obtained a royal jiatcut 
for the said rector and scholars, that they might, not- 
withstanding the said statute, purchase land, tenements* 
and revenues, with advowsons of churches, &c. to be 
appropriated to themaelYeB and their aucoeasora for their 
sustenance for ever. 

An opportunity soon presented itself of carrying these 
designs into execution. Roger Mareschall, rector of the 

^ Rot. I'iii. 9 Ric. ij. At EasthanipteaJ 23 iVlay, Hare's Memora- 
bilia, f. fiR Wood's Annals, I. i)\6. 

c llegiatr. Amndei. £. lUJ. Aylille, L 146. Wood's Annals, &c. 

b£ 
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Gfaurch of Tackley, hfid recently biiilt> or renewed, t 

spacious tenement iu St. Mary's parish* to which were 
attached five shope, with fiye * solan/ or upper Boon, 
and a large cellar beneath, groined with ribs of stunc, 
and extending to the length of nearly 60 feet» paraUel 
with tiie High-street**. This properly was purchased by 
Adam de Brom« Nothing could be more conveni^j 
situated for his purpose. He was already rector of tte 
parish; the premises were spacious and commodioitti 
according to the wants of that age; and though Ae 
frontage was then occupied by townsmen, being let to 
them for shops, yet there were aeveral chambeis abovc^ 
and in the space })eliind, including a * refectory,' accord- 
ing to Wood, which the rector of Tackley * had demised 
to certain scholars of the university, to be inhabited by , 
them in a scholastical manner.' Adam de Brom also ' 
purchased an ancient ball beyond the north wall of tbe i 
dty, called Peries hall, and by corruption * Perilous ' hall« 
fiur the benefit and accommodation of his adiolars*. Bat 

^ This ttiUi^inent at that liine wn^ calknl Tacklcv's inn, or Tacklcv's 
haH, from the rector of Tackley ; bat afterwards, when it was kt by 
lease from Oriel college to a family of the name of Biilkeley, it OOB- 
tinned for a loiig time to be called BnlkeleylialL The groand Is aov 
occupied by the shops and premises of Mesan. Slatter and Wheekr. 
One of the large wmdowa of the refe eto i y it sfciU visiUe behind ; and 
the cellar remains nearly ])orfect, though divided. The frontage eif 
tliese two shops will be found to correspond with the admeasurement 
stated above. See our account of St. Mary's parish, p. 15 ; Skdtas'i 
Oxonia ; Wood's Annals, II. 107^ 132 ; and Peshall, p. 10& 

« This hall bebg afterwards in a state of deoayt aad at too inooa- 
▼enient a dirtance firom Oriel college to be used by that eocteCf fir 
any *acsdemical purpoee, Br. Settel» president of Trinity^ rebnilt H 
from the foundation, under a lease from Oriel college, about the yeir 
1615, for the reception of commonem of his own society; a door of 
communication being muxlv in t he wall of the college grove, which is 
Still visible. See our account of Magdalene parish^ P* I^i Aud Wood 
ap. Gntoh* Colleges, &e. p. 
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all these premises, though oonfirmed to him hy rayBl 
authority, lie soon after resigned and surrendered, with 
consent of his scholars, into the king's hands^ ' to be so 
ordered as be siiuuld thiuk fit.' 

The patronage of the new society bemg thus vested in 
the king, whatever his character was in other respects, 
he did not abuse the confidence thus reposed in him, but 
fblfiUed to the utmost the expectations of his almoner* 
By his charter, dated 21st Jan. 1325^^ he constituted it a 
perpetual ooll^ of scholars for the study of divinity and 
canon law ; appointing Adam de Brom himself the first 
governor, under the new title of Peotost'. King Ed- 
ward also not only reconveyed aud confirmed to them all 
their former possessions and tenements, but bestowed on 
them the perpetual advowson of St. Mary's church ; on 
condition that they constantly provided sufhcieut chap- 
lauis for the parochial service of the church, as then 
established : and whereas, by the license granted before, 
tliey were limited in the purchase of additional revenues 
to the annual sum of thirty pounds, in compliance with 
the provisions of the statute of mortmain, he now doubled 
that sum ; for, with a view to the increase of their num- 
bers and revenues, he enabled them to purchase to the 

auioiuit of sixty pounds. 

The first purchase, by Adam de Brom himself, was 
that of the rectory of Aberford in Yorkshire, with the 
advowson of the vicarage, the gross value of which in 
the Valor of Henry VIIL is stated to be vyA ziij#« mjd. 

' This noaod title, a French oomiption of praponlug, perhaps 
pma to Adam de Brom beeftnte Im wm already rbotob of the pariah 

cliurch of St. Murv. The titles ap]H'ar to Lave been convertible: for 
Dr. liuwkeswortb, the third piuvi*st of the college, whose memorial 
on a brass plate ia atill legible in St* Mary 'a cbaiicel» ia there atyled 
* Pftspoaittia huios eodeauB.' 

b8 
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|ier annum tP« A bene&ction of still greater value from 

iVtlam de Brom was that of Colby, or Coleby, in Lin- 
colnshire ; the rectory of which was demised by lease to 
Thomas Hall at the time of the ecclesiastical surrey of 
Henry VIII. and the gross value is stated to be then 
yjs. mjd. per airtiniw- About the same time the 
statutes of the culkge were compiled by Adam de Brom; 
and in the year 1329 certain other statutes are said to 
have been substituted and confirmed by Henry Burgh- 
ersh, then bishop of Lincoln and chancellor of Eng- 
land \ The society then ooosisted of a provost and ten 
fellows, or scholars ; the majority of whom were confined 
to the study of divinity, though three were aiterwards 
permitted to af^ly themselves to the canon law. 

The Royal Founder. — Of the unfortunate king 
Edward, whom the policy or loyalty of Adam de Brom 
constituted, by a kind of legal fiction, the founder of 
his own college, little is now to be said, notwitlistandiug 
his benefactions, in addition to the brief statement of 
Grainger : * That his weakness and misconduct preci- 
pitated the idngdom into all those disorders, which are 
the natural effects of an unsettled constitution, under a 
feeble administration.' We may therefore turn to the 
consideration of his almoner, who was after all, morally 
speaking, the real and initiatory founder of the society. 

Adam de Bbom. — ^Of this distinguished individual a 
few particulars only are preserved ; but they deserve to 
be recuidcd for the encouragement of others under biini- 

S In tlie printed copy tlie plaoe if called * AjutBOON.' 

^ These are therefore not the original statntes of the college : which 
were never forgotten; but were sometimes enforced c\lii duiing the 
continuance of the usurped authority of the hisluip of Lincoln; and 
since the overthrow of tliat authority in 17^<> 7 tii ' original statutes 
have auperaedod the spurious compilation here mentioned, 

\ 
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lar circumstances. He is said to have been one of the 
derks in the court of chancerjr, then filled chiefly by 
ecclesiastics. Having recommended himself to the notice 
of persons in power by his capacity and diligence, he was 
promoted to the rectory of Hanworth in Middlesex in 
1315 ; and in the following year he was made chancellor 
of the diocese of Durham. In 1319 we find him aieh« 
deacon of Stow, and rector of St. Mary's church in Oxford ; 
wludi was then in the patronage oi the king. He ably 
governed his new society^ as piOT08t» during six years ; 
and dying in Oxford, 16 June 1332, he was buried in 
the Lady chapel on the north side of the present univer- 
aty church; where his monumental slab of coarse marble 
still remains, elevated on an altar- tomb of freestone, but 
robbed of its brasses ; as are also those of other provosts 
on the floor. This is now commonly called from him 
Adam de Brom s chapel ; not, it is presumed^ because he 
built ity but because he is buried in it. 

Benefactors. — The benefactors of this college 
have not been numerous; but they are of the highest 
rank and degrea Among the foremost stands the ro} al 
name of Edwaed III. who in 1327» soon after his acces- 
sion to the throne, gave them the perpetuity of a capital 
liiansion, partly in St. John's parish and partly in that 
of St. Mary, forming an angle between St. John's street 
and Schydyard street, caUed Le Oriole, or * La Oriele 
Hailed' To this spot the society removed from Tacidey's 

1 As a quitrent payable from this college to the canoosof St. Frides- 
wide's is noticed in the Valor EedeaiaaticiiB of Henry VIII. 
it Mema pnobdile that this is the nine mannon which was demised 
hy them at an easy rent to the ooiiTeiit of West Derhaia m Norfolk 
flboat the year 1200. See the Little Begister of St Frideswide'a 
priory, where m the maigiiial mbiie we read ' Oe dooio qius dicitiir 
Obiolb/ p. 140. See also p. 250. la the Hnadied RoUs, p. 800» 

B 4k 
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inn three years afterwards ; James de Span, or de Hispa- 
nia, to whom it had been granted by queen Eleanor, 
having released to them all his right therein. 

In the year 1328 Edward III. also, in compliance with 
the request of Adam de Brom, granted to the college the 
hospital of St. Bartholomew near Oxford, with all its 
appurtenances, chiefly as a place of retirement for the 




8T. BABTUOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL. 



' La QuoLE Halle' ought probably to be ' La Obiole Ilalle.' It is 
there described as a capital tenement held in demesne by Bogo de 
Clare of the prior of St. Frides\vide at the same rent of half a mark^ 
though worth vij. marks. See a critical investigation of " Le Oriole," 
in Wade's ' Walks in Oxford,' p. 145-147; and in Skelton's Oxonia; 
communicated by the bishop of Landaff. We have suggested the lat- 
ter part of the word Oraioriolutn as the etymology, in our account of 
Christ Church, p. 58. The word occurs three times at least in AI. Paris 
about the years 1251-3, without the least reference to a gate^vay or a 
window. Hence Adelung, the German editor of Du Fresne, who had 
surrendered the etymology in despair, traces it to areola, the diminu- 
tive of area, and supposes it to be synonymous witli atrium. Much 
scope still remains for ingenuity ; and those who are not easily satis- 
fied will find an instructive essay on this subject in the Archseologia, 
vol. XXIII. pp. 105-116. It was communicated to Mr. Britton by 
the late lamented member of the society of Antiquaries, Mr. William 
Hamper, of Highgate, near Birmingham ; the editor of Dugdule's 
diary. 




Google 



♦ 



Digitized by Goo^^Ic 



9 



ORIEL COLLEGE. 9 

society in case of the plague^. Of this they availed 
themselves on several occasions. 

The ne3ct benefiictor on record, more than a century 
afterwards, is John FranJ^e, clerks master of the rolls in 
chancery, and sometime keeper of the great seal ; who 
dying in 1441 left 1000/. to fouud four additioual fellow- 
ships for the counties of Somerset, Dorset^ Wilts, and 
Devon. 

John Carpenter, bishop of Worcester, who had been 

first a fellow, then provost of this house, bequeathed by 
will about the year 1476 lands in Oxfordsliire for the 
maintmance of one other fellow, to be chosen from the 
diooese of Worcester. He also gave to the society Bedell 
hallH an ancient receptacle for scholars, and left some 
exhibitions to be paid weekly to six poor scbolai*s. 

Another feUowahip for the diocese of Lincoln was 
added by liisliop Smyth, the fouuder of liraseuaose col- 
lege; who in 1507 left BOOL to purchase land for that 
purpose. 

Bichard Dudley, D. D. sometime iellow, and after- 



k More tlisii a third part of the §ee4um^feut, xxiij/. rd* out of 
Lxiij/. rd, mduHdj payable to the crown from tlie dtj of Osfmrd, 
wns settled on thu hoflipttal hf Hen. I ; hy whom it was originally 

hiuiidetl, like that of St. John the Baptist, for lepers. See Dtipdale's 
Mon. II. 407. The chapel of this hosjjilai is an iiiteitaling iittie 
ffdififft It has five windows, all different, of the early psirt of the 
leign of Edward III. The screen of tlio chanoel, which still remains, 
haa die dale of 1661. The long boilding on the aorth side of the 
diapel ia the leoooatmetioB mentumed in Wade'a * Walka/ II. 307« 

1 It was ao eaOed ham one of its proprietors, or oocnpiera, an nni. 
versitv or king's headle ; and was one of the law schools, or a hall 
fur li L^ists. The site of it is now occnpied by the suuth hide of St. 
Mary Hall, and the new library of Oriel college. Some interesting 
particulars of it may T>e gleaned from the Little Register of St. Fridaa- 
widcTa prioty^ pp. 137. 13a See alao PeahaU, p. 107* 
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wards chancellor of the cathedral chuidi of Balidiiir]r» 

bestowed his inaiior uf Swainswick in Somersetsbire, not 
£ur firom Bath^ in 15d9» for the inamteiiaace of two 
lows and six exhibitioners. By this and the other bene- 
factiouSy above recorded, the fellowships were now 
ereaaed firom ten to eighteen ; which is the present wm^ 
her. 

B7 the win of John Jackman, M. A. who had been a 

fellow, the rent of a tenement and some lands in the 
parish of St GUes was bequeathed in 1569 finr the nudii- 
tenance of a pour bciiuiar of his own county of Worc^ter, 
who was to take the office of porter. 

A prebendal stall at Rochester was annexed to the 
provostship by queen Anne in 1712, and in the same . 
year confirmed by act of parliament 

Dr. B4>binson, bishop of Loudon, not only added to 
the buildings of the college, but he gave 8500/. to ang- I 
meiit the fellowships, and to tound three exhibitions for 
bachelors. 

Dr. Carter, who was provost i\om 1708 to 1727, en- 
larged the buildings, and bestowed money for the por* 
chase of livings, &c. 

Charles I^oel% fourth duke of Beaufort, gave lOOL per 
annum for four exhibitions ; and two more were oidow* 
ed in 1761 by the will of Mrs. Elizabeth Ludwell, from 
the rent of a farm at Throwley in Kent, with a p«- 
ference to candidates from the parish of Charing iu the 
same county, where she had founded and endowed a free- 

school. 

A benefaction of some value is recorded by WartoD,ifl 

So Mr. CSIialmera : bat tlie tnieriptkin nncbr the portniC of Ui 

brother Henry in the hall ascribes the donation of the exliiUitiaiW to 
liim. Charles is there said to have given the portrait. 
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his histoxy of Kiddington^ which is not noticed in any 

published account oi this college. Thomas Wylcot, or 
de Wylcot, about 1471> enfeoffed the society with an 
estate at Chaikford, or Chaitbrd, in the county of Oxford ; 
which is entered in the Valor Ecdesiasticas of Hen. vig, 
as held by indenture of lease under the college at that 
time, together with the manor of Seane and certain tene- 
iiicuti> tilcic, hi the deanery of Chipping Norton. It is 
there estimated at xiijL vis. viij^i. per annum ; but from 
this sum certain payments were deducted for celebrating 
the obit ot the said Thomas Wylcoty a quitrent to the 
lord of Ctiadlington» &c. 

Among other benefactions of minor importance that of 
Thomas Hawkyns, M. A. sometime provost, deserves to 
be recorded. He succeeded Dr. Sampson about the year 
1476, was chantor of Salisbury, and dying there in 1478 

was buried iu the cathedral. A short time before his 

death he gave money and books to the college. Several 
other provosts are mentioned as having given books to 
the old library, erected about the year 1444 ; and the 
celebrated Dr. Thomas Oaseoigne, sometime a commoner 
here, coutnbuted five marks to the completion of the 
fidnric, * besides several volumes to be domed therein for 
the use of the students iu the said college.' 

Mr. Edward Combe, who died in 1629» left 100/. to- 
wards furnishing the second library, erected about lii37t 
with pews, or studies. 

William Rede, bishop of Chichester, the founder of 
Merton library, gave by his will in 1382 ten books, 5/. in 
money, and a silver cup, or chalice, to this coUege ; as he 

■ p. li. ed. 1815. See also Ilearue'ji TiiOKELOWB, App. p. 320- 
3;i4. Valor Ecdes. voL 11. p. 242. 
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did alsotoBalliol; though it does not appear that he was 

ever a member of either society 

The gross revenues of this ooli^ were valued 26 
Hen. viij. at St. 6d. per annum, and at 2CXML in 
the reign of queen Elizabeth. 




OLD BUILDINGS, FJiOM THE MAP BY AGAS. 



1. Obibl oolzaos. 

S. Cantsbbu&y collboe. 



3. Pbokwatsb's inn. 

4. Soolab's PBiMrnnkBoiraB. 



BuiuiiNGS. — Although this ooU^ is of early foun- 
dation, the present buildings are of comparatively modem 
date ; no part of them reaching beyond the year 1620, 
except perhaps a part of the external wall eastward 
against Magpie lane. Provost Blencowe, who died in 
I6i7» left l^OOL for rebuilding the southern and western 
sides of the andent quadrangle: which was aooordingly 
soon after commenced ; Dr. John Tolson, provost from 
1621 to 1644, contributing 1160L to the work. There 
were also other considerable donations. 



o Bam of WanHdc inaiftEoiis Houry VL ai s benefactor to tliie edU 
kge: ' Nonmi etiem eoOegiiim Onmia intra mnroB, ooUegiumqae 
r^gde de Oiiell in cadem eivilsto eortia poaietriooibot ampUafit.' 
lib. de RegOnu, Ed. Hcame, p. 210. Wood in his Annals, L 61^ 
quolbig fipom the MS. mentions only All Souls and Magdalene. 
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The Hai.l and Chapel, which are on the eastern 
side of the quadrangle, were b^un about 1637» and 
finished in 1642. About the same time also the north 
side, wlitrc the second library was situated, was recon- 
structed and made umform with the other three sides ; so 
that the whole quadrangle, when finished^ was esteemed 
the most neat and regular iu Ojdord. 

The Hall is aseended bjr stepsy under a aemihexBgonal 
porch, adorned till lately with open work, representing 
the words» ^ eegnakte cabolo.' The statues of Ed- 
ward IL and IIL with the Virgin and Child, in nidiea 
suriiiuunted by coronal canopies, are now, from the perish- 
able nature of the stone, hastening to deeay. The wain* 
seot of the interior has been lately renewed, and two 
handsomely carved folding doors of oak erected. 

At the upper end of the hall are three whole-length 

portraits: Edward 11. painted by Hudison, 175:i; Queen 
Anne, by Dahl, given by the widow of bishop Hobinson ; 
and Henry Somerset, duke of Beaufort, by Soldi ; given 
by his brother Charles about the middle of the last cen- 
tury. In a window are the anus of Pierrepoint» earl of 
Kini^s ton, quartering nineteen coats; with the punning 
iiinito, in allusion to the family name: ' Pie repoue te.' 
The two celebrated Oriel cups are said to have been given 
for the use of the hall ; one by king Edward IL the other 
by bishop Carpenter. 

In the east window of the chapsl is painted by 
Peckitt of York the presentation of ( In ist in the temple^ 
from a design by the ingenious Dr. Wall of Worcester; 
of wlioiii it is said, that if lie had not been one of the 
best physicians in the kingdom, he would have been one 
of the best painters. His allegorical subject at Merton 
was a less fortunate production. This chapel was cleaned 
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and repaired in 188S. The eagle of brass, given in 1654 
by Mr. Naper, stands in the antechapel. 

RoBiNBON's BniLDiNO. — ^The additional wing on the 
east side of the garden court was built iu 1719> at the 
espenae of Dr. John Robinson before mentioned, who was 
bishop of London firom 171S to 17dS. The Rnnie in« 
scriptiou on the front waii is singular; which reminds 
us of the humiliating truth» that * Man is but a heap 
of mouldering dust : madr moi.dur auki p.' 

CA&i£a's Building. — George Carter, D. D. who was 
provost of the eollege from 1708 to 1787* snd who was 
also prebendary of iiociiester, Peterborough, and 6L 
Paul's^ left his whole property to the coU^; partly to 
purchase advowsons, and partly for the purpose of erect- 
ing a line of building for the enlargement of the Frovosfs 
lodgings, to o(HTespond with the cypodte wing. Iliis 
was finished about the year 1 730. 

In 1817, fifteen additional sets of rooms were built on 
the south side of bishop Hobinson^s wing. 

The Librae i . — The present library, begun in 17b8 
from a design by Mr. James Wyatt, is one of the most 
chaste and classical building of its kind and dimensions 
in Oxford ; though the interior is not so much admired 
as the external elevation. In addition to the books for- 
merly belonging to the college, some of which are very 
valuable'^, here are deposited also those which were 

P Vid. Jim. EtymoL An^ ed. hye; under the explaimtian of the 
word MovLD ; and the Runic Alphabet prefixed to the Ootfaie Olo^ 
aary by Junioa, p. 20. Dadieett (Dart) I66S. 

q Dr. Carter waa at one time domestic chaplain to aichbiahop 
Waike. He is buried in the college chapel. 

' Among the MSS. is an autograph * Commentary on Genesis.' by 
Capgrave, with an epistle dedicatory to Humphrey duke of Clouces- 
ter ; the initial letter ot which contains a curioua illumination of the 
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bequeathed to tbe society by baron £dward Leigh of 
Stondeigh in Warwickshire, a nobleiiiaii educated within 
these wallS) and afterwards high steward of the uni- 
versity. 

This is the third library erected in this college. The 

first, which we Imve already meutioned as built about 
1444, stood on the east side of the old quadrangle. Be- 
fore this, their books were kept in diests. The second 
was constructed on the north side of the present quad- 
rang!^ in the third story, about the year 16d7i when 
the former one was pulled down to make room for the 
new hall and chapel. Beneath the LiBitAiiir is a hand- 
some and spacious Common Room for the use of the 

fellows, witli another room adjoining. 

£min£MT Men. — ^Among the forty provosts who have 
governed this college* many have been persons of consi- 
derable learning and celebrity; and it has produced nearly 
twenty prelates of distinguished ability. For these and 
other eminent characters we must refer the reader to the 
pages of Mr. Gutch and Mr. Chalmers ; contenting our- 
selves with naming a few only. It would be unpardon- 
able not to mentiou archbisiiop Arundel bishops Pe- 

author preflenting his book to the duke, who is seated and oovared 
with a hat, such as was ynmk in those days. 

• Archbishop Anmdel was a great beneiactor to the uiiTersitf ; 
and among other pahlic-spirited acts he bestowed fifty marks on 
this college conditionally, that they woold release far ever to the 
nniversity all tfadr rig^t and title to the old congregatian honse* and 
CoUiam's library over it To the latter he had himself been a bonn- 
tiful oontribntor. See our account of St. Mary's church and parish ; 
pp. 5, 6. in which we were compelled, from want of room, to omit 
sonic iiiti rostint; particulars; among others, that during tlie visitation 
of thp university by cardinal Pole, in queen Mary's reign, the principal 
protestuuts of the place met for the exercise of their religion in the 
gramed vaidt and premises of finliraley haUt already mentioned. The 
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cock and Butler ; the latter the profound author of the 
* Analogy Alexander Barclay ; sir Walter Raleigh ; 
Prynne ; Scroggs and Holt, chief justices ; Dr. Edward 
Bentham, afterwards canon of Christ Church ; and 
though last not least, that elegant and accomplished 
scholar and critic Dr. Joseph Wartou, sometime head- 
master of Winchester college, and brother to the anti- 
quary and poet, Mr. T. Warton, of Trinity College. 




THB LIBRARY. 



house was then occupied by Garbrand Herks, a Dutch protestant, who 
had left his own country vnth his son on account of his religion, lie 
held the office of stationer to the university ; the duties of which were 
then of considerable importance, as will appear from the Statutes, 
Tit. XVIII. Sect. III. 
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EXTERIOR OF THE LIBRARY. 



Queen's College. 

The FOUNDER of this college, which in its modern 
state forms so conspicuous an ornament to the High 
street, was Robert Eglesfeld, or de Eglesfeld ; descended 
from a respectable family in Cumberland possessed of 
property there so early as the reign of Hen. HI*: some 
of whom represented the county in parliament. Being 
chaplain and confessor to Philippa, the consort of 
Edw. in, he gave to his new foundation the name of 

" In the reign of Edw. IIL they were in possession of Alneburgh 
hall, otherwise, Nether hall ; about a mile from which is Ellenbo- 
rough, a township in the parish of Dearham, in the same county ; from 
which place the earl of Ellenborough is said to derive his title. In 
the reign of Philip and Mary, an heiress of the Eglesfelds carried the 
estates by marriage into the family of Senhouse of Seascale hall, who 
still possess them. 

17 B 
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* QneeD's eoUege/ or the ^ hall of the Queen's Scholars/ 

in coiiiplimeut to his royal benefactress; who kiudiy en- 
couraged and assisted him in the work, and condescended 
to hecome the patroness of the college after his death. 

So active was this benevolent man in the prosecution 
of his purpose, that hetween the months of May and De- 
cern her, 1 j40, he had purchased three separate tenements 
in St. Peter's parish, with considerable ^ots of ground 
adjoining; and in January following obtained a royal 
charter with special license to erect thereon a * eollegial 
hall of scholars, chaplains, and others, to endure for ever, 
under the government of a provost to be chosen from the 
said scholars,' &cc. Having secured a site for his col- 
lege, the founder began to take down and enlarge the 
premises, adtiiug occasionally otheV purchases^', buUi here 
and elsewhere, as opportunity offered, to the end of his 
life ; the useful career of which was terminated May 31, 
1349. He is said to have been buried in the old 
chapel, which appears to have been begun about the 
time of his death ; William de Muskam being a great 
contributor to it, who resigned the provostship in 1350, 
Browne Willis says expressly, that the founder was 
buried ' under the altar ;' and a brass plate with his 
effigy engraved on it was discovered in the last century 
under the communion-table ; a tracing of which by Rowe 
Mores was reduced for Gough*s sepulchral niouunieiits, 
and has been re-engraved in Skelton's Pietas Ozoniensis ; 
where De Eglesfeld has been inipropeily Irausformed 

^ In 1341 he pnrdiafled b tenement lying between the eoUege pro- 
perty north and souths then belonging to John Fitc-Ingram of Abini^ 
don, and aeveral othen» ennmerated by Wood and Rowe Moiea from 
the college papers, between the yean 1341 and 1347 ; which were 
confirmed to the coU^ in the latter year, by king £d. III. 
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into Dr. Eggles^ld. He was ouiy a bachelor in divioity, 
and is often styled ^Dominns' in an old computus ; from 
various items in which, it appears, that from the year 
1347) to the time of his decease, at the early age of 
forty-three, he chiefly lived and baUeUed amongst the 
members of his new society^. 

Benefactors, — ^This college enumerates a host of 
benefactors ; not only among those persons who have 
been educated within its wails, which certainly constitute 
the majority, but many royal patrons from the 14th 
to the 19th centuiy have contributed to its splendour; so 
that the members of this society may truly assert that 
* kings have been their nursing fathers, and queens their 
nursing mothers.' From the time of queen Philippa, 
theur great benefactress^, the queens consort of England 

c Tlis * battels' are charged distinctly from those of the 'house ;* as 
vvili be seen bv the followinir curious entries ; ' Item in batellis domus 
et Eglesfehl \jd. ut putet in libro dispensatoris,' ike. ' Item su. 
per caput Eglesfelde xijd. Item in batellis domus, Eglesfelil, et Can- 
dale, ob/ The latter was the senior fellow of the locietj, being 
the 6iit appointed by the founder. That Eglesfeld ww oonrtantly re^ 
aident among than, and within the waUa of the collet nuy he abo 
inferred £r«iin a chatge tat naib in fixing laths 'hi camera dondni Rohtt 
Eglesfeld, et m cam. Rogeri Swinhroke/ &c. Even his oblations at 
the altar on the diffiarant fetthralst in general a penny, are charged m 
the veeklj aooonnt. On one ocessian we find vnd» paid for the hire 
of a horse for three days to carry the founder to London. A similar 
journey to Soutluunpton is charged xxiij</. A tliird expedition on 
horsi'back in the same summer, )347» cost only i'^. ; this item Itcing 
charged for a horse-shoe: tor llie new provi/st of Oriel, i>r. Ilawkes- 
worth, who had been fellow of Queen's, accommodated sir Robert 
with the loan of his horse : — ' It. in uno ferro pro eqno prepositi de 
Oiiall accommodato d'no Kob'to de Eglesfeld, '}d: T. Warton's ma- 
nuscript Extracts from an old computus of 1347. 

^ In an old camputua of 1363x among the receptions of the year* 
the first Item recorded is a considersUe donation from the qvun: 
' Item de d'na legina de duobus terminis S. Mich, prosime li^sis» 
xXTil. iiy«/ Extract^, as before. 
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have been acknowledged as the peculiar patroiitsses of 
the coHqpe; and many of their benefices were bestowed 
by the liberality of Edward III. and IV. and Charles L 
The latter mouarch, at the intercession of his qu££N, 
Henrietta Maria, in gave the perpetual advowaon 
and patronage of three rectories and three vicarages in 
the county of Southampton ; where the society have se^ 
vend other pieces of {miennent King Edward the 
Third, so early as the 17th year of his reign, 9 July, 
134^9 at the desire of the founder* bestowed on the col- 
lege the perpetual advowson of Blechesdon, or Bleching- 
don, in the county of Oxford ; and soon afterwards the 
wardenship of St. Julian's hospital, commonly called God's 
house. Subsequently he gave the hospital itself, and the 
vicarage of Holy Rood. About this time also the advow- 
son of the church of Burgh, or Brougfa, under Stainesmcwe, 
in Westmorland, of whidl the fuunder had beeu for some 
years rector, was appropriated to the college ; king £dw. 
III. having given his license by letters patent in IMl, 
which were confirmed by pope Clement VI. in 1344>. Sir 
Robert Achard, knt, about 1842, gave the vicarage of 
Sparsholl iii Jkrkshire, held of the king in capite, which 
was confirmed by Peter Achard^, his sou and heir, 19 
Edw. III. 1S45. 

Sir John Haudlu, knt., lord of the manor of Borstal 1, 
near Brill, in Buckinghamshire a lineal descendant of 

• Wood aays ' the year after, on the 22d of Marcli lint Dugdale, 
who has printed the charter of euduvvuieiit in the ^Monabticon, IL 440, 
dates it ' auuo regui, &c. Angliae xvij. et Francia v .' 

^ Petor Achard ^vas stownrd to the colletre, as appears trora the fol- 
lowing entry, auiong others, in the old computus of 1353 : ' Lib', fo- 
hos'. It' aenescballo Petr'. Achard x#.' When the founder took his 
jonniej to L(nMh>n, in 1347, the hone ww hired * per Petmm.* There 
wm certain legal processes necessary for seenriiig this pniperty» tiie 
expensM of which are detafled in the oompntna 136S. 
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the fioimder of the Austiu Friary, ot the same name, 
gave lands and tenements at Knight's Enham, in Hamp- 
shire, togetlier with the amiiial buiu of 10/. from the ma- 
nor; and the advowson of the rectory, by charter dated 
19 Edw. IIL 

Sir John Stowford^^ knt. in 1352 gave a tenement in 
St Peter^s parish, in the Hig^ street; and about the 
same time two more tenements tuijfjiniiig, commonly 
called the Glatton and Wylyby tenements, were given by 
Dr. John Hotham, or De Hotham, who was then pro- 
vost of tlie cuiicge. lie also gave a considerable sum of 
money. Some confusion however seems to have arisen 
from the drcomstanoe of a chaplain of a simifanr name 
occurring about the same time in the college book^ 

The lady Isabella, wife of sir Robert Parvyng, knt., 
gave 100 marks for the purchase of tlie advowson of 
Newbold-Pacey, in Warwickshire; valued in 1291 at 
thirteen marks per annum. 

f Soiiietimes called Stockford ; but * Stonford' occurs more than 
once in tht* college accounts. Thus in anionp; the contributions 

for the crt'ctioii of the college buildings we find : * It. de d'no Joh e 
Stonford ex dono vel motao zziL' Agtin, in another account : * Exp* 
supervenient/ * It. lib. pro vino com d*niis Joli'« de Stonford ooine* 
debat nobitemn xjotL* 

^ The provDBt o£ thia name appean to hafe aerrad tiie office of 
dianoeUor of the nnivetatj Mfmal ttmeii from 13fi7to 1350; and he 
ia probably ihe aame John Hotham yrho waa raotor of Cadnnor, in the 
chancel of which dmrch he waa boned: bat tiie dale of 1851, having 
been erroneously substituted in his €|iiia])h for 1361, has been the 
source of luucli iiot'illcss doubt and uncertaiiiLv. It was in the latter 
year that Henry de Whytfelde succeeded Hotham. (See Wood ap. 
Gntch, J). 145. Fasti, p. 26. Collect. K. Sheldon de Beoly.) Godwin, 
lie Prjesul. ap. Richardson, p. 260, confounds iiiui with a bishop of 
Kly of the same name, who was consecrated to that see long before 
the ooU^ was fonnded* The chapkin waa probably John Hutton> 
Hoton^ or Hathon^ aa sppflm from the old eompiitiia of 1353. 

b8 
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Thomas Beaufort^ duke of Exeter, bequeathed by will 
in 1426, for the use of the scholars of this house by way 
of loaij, 100/. to be deposited in a chest, called the Beau- 
fort chests The names of Charde3me and Wrangwis 
occur in the same century ; and in 1496 John Wharton, 
sometime fellow, afterward rector of Lowther in West- 
morland, gave moneys sufficient to buy a quitrent issuing 
from the * Sarsen hede,' or Saracen's head, in the parish 
of St. Peter iu the East, and another quitrent from a 
certain tenement in Grandpont. But the most important 
donation in this century was that of the alien priory of 
Sherburne, in Hampshire, conferred on the society as 
proprietors of St. Julian's hospital by king Edward IV. 
in the first year of his reign K 

Early in the following century, in IMl, Rowland Ri- 
chardson, sometime fellow, left lands and tenements in 
Dudcote and Appleford, in Berkshire ; and in 1509 Ed- 
ward Hilton^ and Edward Rigge, the former sometime 
feiluvv, the latter provost, together gave the iiiaiior of 
Baldon St. Laurence, with all its appurtenances ; whether 

1 He left the same sum for a similar purpose to Trinity hall m 
Cambridge. In the old accounts of Queen's college, in 1353, men^ 
tion » made of sum* borrowed from the ' Ouldeford chesf and ' Row. 
bury chort/ probablj to meet the evpeiiMa of bmldhig. Roger Whelp, 
dale, aometime of Balliol college, proctor in 1403, elected promt in 
1404, and afterwards biehop of Carlisle, fonnded an deemo^nary 
chest, to which he gave 961, IfU* 4tL and dean Moore of St. Paul's 
added 11/. to it PiOFOst Byrys slso hi the same century gave 10/. to 
it, with several pieces of plate, and the goods left in his chainl»er. 
^lauy other provosts, in siuccejiisiou, became great benefactors to the 
college ill this and tiie following centuries. 

k The charter is printed in the Monasttcon i IX. 441, from Pat. 
1 Kd. IV. p. 4. M. 13. 

^ £{l>vard Hilton, B. D. was rector of Blechingdon i and dyin^ 
there, in 1530, was buried in the chsncel of his church. 
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ihaated in the villages <yf Baidon St. Laurence^ Toot- 

Baldoii, IVIarsh Balduu, Little Baidon, or Garsingtou, 
tee/^ Edward Rigge also gave other poeaenons, both 
in Marsh Baidon and Stanton St. John, to the yearly 
value of with SO/, to purchase tenements in the town 





■ 




n 



W iliiam Jb etiplace^ of Chiidrey, esq.^ whose will was 
pnrved 97 April 15299 was a consideraUe benefactor. 
His almshouse still reiuains at Childrey". 

Ednnmd Grindally archbishop of Canterbnry> who died 
in 1583, left revenues arising iruiii messuages and lands, 
amounting to 201. per annum, for the maintenance of 
one fellow and two scholars, to be chosen from his school 
wliich he had founded at St. Bees in Cumberland, the 
place of his births The books which he gave must 
have been considerable ; for he left 10/. to buy chains 
tat them. 

Henry Kobinson, D. D., who resigned the provo.stship 
on being consecrated bishop of Carliale, gave 800/. for 
the use of poor scholars, lest they should be obliged to 
leave college, as masters of arts, before they were elected 
fellows. His curious picture, on panel, Is in the provost^s 
long gallery. 

Two days alter the date of this benefaction, CIiristo]>lier Bain- 
bridge, X«L.D., aometime pnmMl, and afterwarda bishop of Diirliam, 
aad aidifaishop of York, is reproscnted as giving (perhaps oonlinning} 
the same manor of Toot Baidon, or Baidon St. Laoienee. He was 

made a cardinal in 1511, and died at Rome in 1514, being poisoned 
l»y liis steward. lie \s'as buried in the chapel of the En«;lish college 
tiit're. iSee his fj)itapli ap. Gutcb, p. 147, from Willis's Survey, 
vol. I. p. 42 ; ia which he is called ' Orator Regis.' 

^ A fall aoeonnt of his chantry, aimehouse, and other charitiflS!^ 
may be aeen in the Top. Brit. voL IV. under Berkshiie^ p. 73. 

« This baaeftetioii, bebig a rent eharge> still lemains the same. It 
IS paid by tlie Fishmongers* Company. 

B 4 
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Provost Airay, D. D. who died in ItiltJ, left lauds iu 
Garsingtoii to the college. He is highly extolled in hie 
epitaph by Christopher Potter. 

Henry Wilson, ot Underlay in Westmorland, in 1639 
bequeathed 500^ to the college^ to redeem appiopriated 

tithes froiii lay hands, &c. 

A full and drcumstaotial account of those benefiMston 
who contributed to the modern buOdings may be seen in 
the History of the Colleges, by Mr. Gutch. For this 
purpose Sir Joseph Williamson^ in particular, bequeathed 
6000/. besides what he gave in his lifetime, and provost 
Haltun 12001. 

Buildings. — ^The first buildings occupied by the 

society consisted of such tenements as the tuunder pur- 
chased, viz. Temple haU, and other premises adjoining ; 
but they soon moved nearer to St Peter^s church. From 
some trifling charges already mentioned, for laths and 
nails for the fbunder^s chamber ; for repairing, panelling, 
and thatching an old wardrobe ; for building a partition 
wall between the old gate and the new work ; no great 
undertaking, seems to have ooramenoed till the year of 
the tuuiider s death, 1S49. In that year king Edward 111. 
granted a patent for building the college cuap£L K This 
appears to have been sufficiently finished for divine ser- 
vice about the year 1353-4 ; in whidi we find * two 
shillings' charged for a license obtained from the bishop 
of Lincoln to celebrate in the chapel. William Mus- 
kam, or de Muschamp, who was the second provost, and 
died rector of Dereham in Cmnberland about 1S55, ex- 
pended considerable sums in the erection uf this chapel, 

P This patent lias been j^uncrallv overlooked, except by Tauner, in 
his Notitia^ p. 4^i]{, ed. 1 744. The founder, for greater Mcurity, 
obtained alio a bull from the pope, Clement VI. 
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with the adjoining chambers and other buildings 4; of 
which Mr. Rowe Mores procured three distinct drawings 
to be made by James Green, ih 1751 ; whom he employed 
also to take the twenty-eight views of halls, &c. now in 
the Bodleian. These three drawings are still preserved 
in the college ; and Mr. Skelton has engraved them all 
in one plate in his Oxonia. Of the east window, which 
may also be seen in Loggan's print, and is a good speci- 
men of the ramified style, we have here given a woodcut ; 
together with the old gateway opposite to St. Edmund 
hall, over which was Henry the Vth's chamber. 




WINDOW OF TUK OLD CHAPEL, vSlC. 

The modem chapel, though Doric without and Co- 
rinthian within, has all that solemnity which arises from 

* 

<l Rowe Mores, ap. Gutch, p. 1 59, dates the completion of this first 
chapel in 1382 ; and a new consecration or dedication of it by bishop 
Whel|Hlale, under a commission from bishop Flemming, is dated by 
Wood so late as 1420, on the authority of college papers; probably 
€n\ account of some additional altars, and the enlargement of the fabric. 
Many rich donations were made to it about this time ; and the outer 
chapel, as it stood in Wood's time, was added by Dr. Robert Langtou 
in J 518. A good idea of it may be obtained from Logan's print. 
Much of the old painted glass, still remaining in the present chapel, 
18 of this date. The rest is by Abraham Van Ling, about 1635, with 
some additions by Joshua Price, from 1715 to 1717- The dedication 
of the new chapel was by archbishop Dawes, the visitor, on All Saints' 
day, 1711). 
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the * storied* wiadour ; of wfaidi flome MDiant apedmeiis 

are here seen in high preservation. Tlie ceiling is 
adorned with a lepresentation of the Ascensioii, by sir 
James Thornhill ; and under the middle window of the 
east end, which is turned circularly in imitatiou at the 
andent tribune of the Koman hasUica, is a copy by 
Cranke of the celebrated A'u;iiT of Correggio in the 
Dresden gallery. The foundatioa-stoue of this chapel 
was laid on queen Annexe buthday, Feb. 6» 1713-14. 

The Hall. — The original Hall, of whieii a satisfactory 
view is presented in Loggan*s general phite of the col- 
lege, stood on the west side of the old quadrangle ; having 
the provost s lodgings soon afterwards built against the 
south end of it ^ The exact date of this work can be 
ascertained from the old computus oi l;>5;>; in which 
there is a eharge * for stopping up the great window in 
the hall, and other things done in the hall and the pro- 
vost's chaniber^' Provost Muskaui before mentioned 
contributed 160 marks on this occasion, a very large 
sum in those days ; and queen Philippa about the same 
time sent a donation of xij/. xvj«.^ 

The present HaU, standing east and west, was erected 

' Cardinal Beaufort, who had ht'cn tutor to his roval nephew, 
Henry V. when a student here, ^ve titty marks towards the improve- 
ment of this part of the ooU^ge; and in Wood's lime his initials, 
9^. with mitres oyer them, nnd his motto on a scroll beneeth, 
' Illi soli servo iidem,' were viailile in the loath window of an upper 
ehamber belonging to the proToat. One room It called * Camera 
WicUr in 1364, t^e year before Widiff beeame warden of Cbmtcr- 
bury hall. 

* ' It. uni [latomo, or laborario?] pro obtoradone magna feneatre 
in aula et aliia qne fedt in aula et camera prepoaiti.' MS8. WartoB* 
I * It. recept. de peeonia d'ne Regine qulm aaportarlt Tho. Or. 

meshed de termino S. ]Mich. a. d. 1353, xij/. xvis. &c.' //</>/. Soo 
also, under * custus doniorum,' vtirious sums expended ' ]iro cooperu- 
tur:i imle (the rooting of the hall) pro clavis, 18,0(A) piinies, and 
lyme.' 
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in the time of provost Lancaster, who died in 1716, hav^ 

in^ been elected in ITU^- Hf is said to have laid the 
ibundatiou^ioae of the whole quadrangle on the south 
side of the coU^, aocordii^ to the new design ; which, 
though said to have been conducted by Ilawksmoor, is 
supposed to have been suggested by sir Christopbor 
Wren. It is worthy of his genius. 

This nohie room, exceeded by few in loftiness of pro- 
portion and grandeur of effect, is embellished with the 
portraits and amis uf the ioiiuder and principal bene- 
factors of the college; and in the gallery adjoiniDg» at 
the west end, are similar portraits ; six of which were 
presented to the society by Dr. Qarke, sometime fellow 
of AU Soulsy and one of the rqiresentatives of the uni- 
versity in four successive parliaments. 

Library. — Of the original library little is known, 
except that it was at the west end of the old chapel, and 
adjoining the south-west angle of the iJiovost's lodgings; 
as they existed in Loggan's time. Wood supposes, that 
the books were put into chests, according to the ancient 
practice, and * because several persons gave books, without 
any mention of having them reposed in the library.' But 
so early as 1362 there is an item in the college accounts 
for a register or catalogue of their books, and in 1389 
a charge of xxvi^. and vu]d> for iron chains expressly for 
the library. In the south window was the portrait of 
Robert Bix, with the usual orate, &c. ; whence we may 
Infer, that he was the founder or benefactor of the library. 
We hnd iiim appointed one of the king's commissioners 
for settling some disputes in the college in the year 1379* 
Roger de Cotyngham, who was fellow in the reign of 
Richard II, and who built the north wall of the garden, 
left all his books to the college ; and Roger Whelpdale, 
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bishop of Carlisle, bequeathed a considerable number in 
1422 ; as he did also to Balliol college. 




INTERIOR OF THK LIBRARY. 



The present Library, which is one of the most splendid 
in the university, was begun in 1692; and the exterior 
was finished in 1694-. Bishop Barlow, sometime pro- 
vost, who died in 1691, bequeathed a valuable collection 
of books " ; as did also his successor in the provostship. 
Dr. Halton, who contributed largely to the erection of 



u He was also a great benefactor to the Bodleian, of which he had 
been librarian. 
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the fabric ^ The western elevation, towards the fel- 
lows' garden, of w hich \vc have given a woodcut in p. 1, 
has au elegant and classical appearance ; the basement 
story being decorated with eight statues in niches; viz. on 
the right, king Edw. IIL and his queen Pliiiippa ; king 
Charles I. and his quecin Henrietta Maria ; and on the left, 
Robert Eglesfeld, bishop Barlow, archbishop Lam pi ugh, 
and sir Joseph Williamson. The interior, which we have 
represented opposite in a woodcat, exhibits some fine spe- 
cimens of oak carving on the duorcase and bookstalls, a fine 
stuccoed ceiling by Koberts, with busts, arms, and por- 
traits, a large onery presented to the society in 176S, a 
cast of the Florentine boar sent by sir Roger Newdigatc, 
bart, and other ornaments. In the north window are the 
original portraits, on painted glass^, of king Hen. V. and 
cardinal Beaufort, witli ai>prupriiite inscriptions beneath, 
restored to the society by Mr. Alderman Fletcher ; having 
been taken from the window of Henry Vth's chamber, 
opposite to St. Edmund Hall. 
South Quadhanolk. — Thoi^ the first stone of 

the new court towards the High street was laid by pro- 
Yost Lancaster in 1710% yet the two staircases in the 
eastern wing, which are nearest to ^e High street, were 

erected with the benefaction of John Michel, em^., of 

* Other contributors are enumerated by IMr. Gutch, p. 158, from 
* Extracts/ &c. hy Howe Mores. This library h remarkable for a 
coHectian of heraldic MSS. and pedinjees, given by sir Joseph Wil- 
hamson. John Michel, esq., tlie founder of the fellowidiips and 
scholarships called after his name, left a collection of coins, and some 
valuable books on the subject of numismatic antiquities. 

7 Pointer in his Quide, copied by Gongh and others, sajS 'mhrau,' 

* Feb. 6 ; being queen Anne's birtliday. Tiie same anniverssvy 
was eboaen Sat kyiiig the fizst stone of the new dispel in 1719-14^ as 
before stated. 
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Richmond in Siirry, sometime a member of the college. 
He died Sepl. 5, ; having bequeathed his efltatea in 
Kent, &C. towards the new buildings, and for founding 
certain fellowships and seholariiiips : a more particular 
account of which beqoest is here not neeessarf » as a full 
description of it is given by Mr. Chalmers in liis work, 
and in the Pietas Ozoniensis; where also is a short 
memoir of this second founder. His bene&ction was 
finally settled and confirmed by two acts of parliament; 
one in ii4 Geo, 11, and another in 9 Geo. III. 

In 1778, Dec. 18, an alarming and destructive fire 
broke out early in the morning from an attic chamber 
in the second staiicase» adjoining to the provosfs lodg* 
iugs ; which in a few hours consumed the whole of the 
western wing of this new quadrangle, except the mere 
shell. The expense of rebuilding and restoring the 
fabric, which amounted to 6286/. 6s, 4<€f., was almost 
instantly defrayed by the Yoluntary contributions of the 
members of the society and their friends ; some colleges 
subscribing considerable sums for the purpi^e^ Queen 
Charlotte, not unmindful of the eiample of her prede- 
cessors, the patronesses of the college, generously gave 
IQOOL The same sum had been given in 1783 by 
queen Caroline, towards the completion of the new 
buildings. 

Eminbkt M£N. — ^To enumerate the many distin- 

guished individuals, who in the lapse of nearly five cen- 
turies have emanated from this foundation, would require 
a volume. Among royal personages we find prince Bd- 

■ A full stiiuiiieut of the suni.>» subscribed may be secii in (iritch's 
Additions to Wood's History, p. 157- A perspective view of the 
arcade or piazza, of tluft western wing, improperly called a cloister^ 
iti giveu in p. 16. 
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ward» the eldest sou of Edward III, commonly called 
the Black Prince^ and king Heniy V; the latter — 

* The victor of his foes, and of iii.msklf '>/ 

Among prelates^ the names of Beaufort^ Barlow, Nicolioii» 
Tanner, and Gibson, may be selected : — among poets, sir 
John Davics, sir iliomas Overbury, Wycherley, Addison, 
Tickell, and Collins: — among learned antiquaries, be- 
sides some of the bishops above inenlioutd, C. Rawliiison, 
Tbv^aites, Rovve Mores, and Tyrwhitt; — among critics 
and linguists, Hdyoake, Lannrl)aine, Hyde, Mill, Hudson, 
&c. : — to whom may be aiided, as eminent in their re^ 
spective and opposite departments. Dr. Edmund Halley, 
the astronomer and Savilian professor ; and 1^. Richard 
liurn, author of two of the most useful and comprehen- 
sive law-books in the English language, ^the History 
and Antiquity of the two Counties of Westmoreland and 
Cumberland,' and other important works ^. 

This i'; his higli commenflation in the inscription still preserved 
in the north w iudow of the library ; the whole of which, :iccordiiig to 
Wood» before its removal from the window of the royal chamber, nm 
thus: 

IN PBBFBTI7AM BBI MBIIOBIAM . 
IMPXBATOa BBlTAimUB^ 
TaiUMFHATOS QALIAM, 
BOSTICM YIOTOB ST 9VI. 
HBNBIOUa V. 

PABVi Huios omnotrXii 

OLIM MAGNUS INCOLA. 

« * Thomas Bispham, gentleman commoner here, dedicated to Dr. 
ikultjw, the provost, wliom he accompanied with tlio rest of the 
society in their progress into Hampshire, Sec. a poetical account of 
that journey, intitled ** Iter austroiej a Kegineubihus Uxou. auuo 
1658 expeditum." 4to. 

* Upon the election of Dr. William Lanoaster into the headship of 
this ooUege was publiahed by Mr. Thompeon, who stood for it and 
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ARCADE OP THE WESTERN WINO ; REBUILT 
AFTER THE FIRE OF 177^^- 



lost it, ** A true state of the case concerning the election of a Pro- 
vost of Queen's College in Oxford. Oxf. 1704." Dr. Lancaster having 
quitted his fellowship some time before, Thompson thought him not 
properly qualified to be chosen provost, and ap]iealed to the arch, 
bishop of York, then visitor ; but his Grace upon hearing the opinion 
of his commissary, Dr. Bourchier, professor of civil law at Oxford, 
confirmed the election. Dr. Crosthwaite (principal of St. Edmund 
Hall) collected most of the materials for this pamphlet.' Gough's 
Br. Top. IL 150. 

d * Of the new building six small views were engraved by M. 
Burghers ; also at Dr. Rawlinson's expense an exact ichnography of 
the old chapel before it was pulled down.' 

* A view of the front of the college to the street makes a headpiece 
to the dedication of Dr. Shaw's Travels.' 

' Tickell wrote a poem " on her Majesty's rebuilding the lodgings 
of the Black Prince and Henry V. at Queen's College. Lond. 17J3." ' 
Ibid. 
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ENTRANCE GATEWAY. 

New College. 

It is not without reason, that the popular appellation 
first given to this establishment, soon after its foundation, 
has adhered to it ever since. It forms indeed a new era 
in our academical annals. Walter de Merton had a cen- 
tury before opened a prospect more extensive than that 
of the aularian system ; but the university, as at present 
18 B 



X NEW COLLEGE. 

constituted, coatumed still in a state of transitioa. Bo* 
fore the time of William of Wy keham, the mx earlier 
colleges, though distinguished by pecuiiai' statutes and 
endowments^ were very little more than uaias on a 
larger scale; and were most frequently eidled by that 
name even in l^;al documents : but the design (»f the 
New college was so grand» and the principal buildings 
upon the whole so much superior to tliose which pre- 
ceded them, that the collegiate system may be said to be 
otmipletely estaUisKed by the formation <rf this sodefrf ; 
which served as a model, more or less, to subsequent 
founders of colleges both here and at Cambridge. But 
the liberality of the design, connected as it is with the 
initiatory establishmeut at Winchester, has been scarcely 
surpassed even by royalty itself. A few particulars, 
therefore, regarding the founder of such an establish- 
ment, may not be uninteresting, though we cannot hope 
to add mudk to what is already known on such a sub- 
ject. 

The FouNDEB* — ^It is remarkablei that the genealo- 
gical history of some of the greatest benefactors of man- 
kind is buiied in comparative obscurity. Of many in- 
dividuals, respecting whom very little is known but that 

they lived and that they died, the pedigree nevertheless 

is usually traced, with heraldic precision, to the remotest 
verge of antiquity. We can number the various hranchea 
of some inbignilieant iumiiies, with their a&nities and 
descttits, and mark their progress from the parent stem ; 
whilst every thing connected with the domestic annals of 
a Wykeham, a Wnynticte, or a Wolsey, is left in a state 
of considerable doubt and uncertainty. 

Tiie modem biographer ui the sole and muoihceut 
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fimnderofNewCoUeget before lie enters into hk histCMy, 

is obliged to clear away the mists which surround his 
birth, his parentage^ and his education. He finds his 
▼erjr name involved in controversy. His nativity is in- 
veneiy calculated, by a common jurocess, £rom the time 
of bis death* The identity of his paraits is not so obvi- 
ous; nor is it agreed, whether he derived the title of 
Wykeham from his ftmily, or from the pbioe of his 
Urth * Coneenung his education a di&cuity has arisen. 
Wood states, as if it wm a poinA precisely known, 

that he spent five years and a half in Oxford ; but 
bishop Lowth seems to doubt, chiefly on the authority of 
a passage in Chaundkf^s life of him^, whether he was 

* BSahop Jjomfk indines to the ktter opmon, p. 7—^; Mid ocnu 
dadM that die red mme of llie {kmily, or of liis h&et at leatt, was 

Long ; but it is probable, as this was a common name, that others of 
the ftiniilv relinquish ud it also for that of the place. In like nuimier 
his greiit-aephews, VViiiiam Perot and John Fivyan, changed their 
names to Wylccham ; and a note in the oldest register of New CSol- 
lege, cnllcd Liber Albiis, says expressly, that his grandfather'a name 
mWykeham. V. Harpafield, Hiat. £ocL. p. 650. 

^ The psange ia by no meana oonGfaiaiTe; except probably to an 
appoaile intoenoe. It only etatea, that pndieal pbilosopliy duefly 
oecupied the mind of Wykeham ; speculative perhaps very little^ 
speculativa minime forc>an : perhibetur enim nee Artium nee Theolo- 
giap, sed nec utrorumque Jiirium scolas exercuisse : and then comes 
a question — a 'petitio principii/ — * Quomodo potuit ab iuopi et pau- 
pWTima ductus parentela sine exhibilime scolaa ant literamm exerd- 
laaaa atndhim ?' implying^ thai lie could not proaacnte his atndiaa to 
aAct, ao aa to ohlam a dagm m the fiicnltlaa of Arta, Theologyt or 
Law ; not havhig the advantage of any apMartA^ or egiSbUkm, He 
therafore redred, is all probability, as Wood statea, at the expiration 
of five years and :i half, without any scholuistic distinction ; and there- 
fore Ins w.u'nv did not ap])t'ar in the registers of convocation. Chaund- 
ler gives him the highest character for knowledge of practical mat- 
ters : 'de practica vero— vir summe sapiens.' Uia architectural geniua 
lad him p«hapa to prafiar Enclid to Ariatotle. 

Digitized by Goo dc 



4 



NEW COLLEGE. 



ever at the university at all. Mr. Chalmers improves 
this donbt into a direct negative, though somewhat 
equivocally expressed, that ' he certainly did not study 
at Oxford;' but with some degree of inconsistenqr he 
had previously described him as employing his leisure 
houi^ at Winchester school * in acquiring a knowledge 
of arithmetic, mathematics* logic, divinity, and the canon 
and vi\i\ law !' These acquirements are much more likely 
to have been made at the Uuiversi^; and the title of 
* Gericns,' which appears in all the patents granted to 
him, before he had aiiy preferment in the church, favours 
the conduBioa; as this was a geneial appeUation of 
academical students. At all events we may consider him, * 
as his biographer observes, * a person of as great genius, ^ 
as extensive knowledge^ and as sound judgment^ as any i 

which that age produced.* I 

Wykeham appears to have been indebted, not only for 
his education, but for the foundation of his future for- 
tune and prosi)erity, to the early patronage of sir Nicholas *; 
UvedaleS lord of the manor of his native place ; who was 
at that time constahle or governor of Winchester castle, ' 
and lord lieutenant of the county of Southampton. He 
was admitted into his fiamily in the capacity of secretary ; 
and, having acquired considerabie experience in tiie trans- 
action of business of the highest importaooe^ he attracted 
the notice not only of William de Ed3aigdon, then bishop 
of ^V'inchester, who enjployed him as his agent, clerk, 
and attorney, but also of the reigning sovereign, Edward 1 
the Third. It is prohable, that his taste and skill in 

« This is recorded in the iollnwing inscripiiuii over a g-atew:i?, for- 
merly ( oinniimicatijig with Uie chapel of Winchester college, but now 
walled up: 
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aichitectaue ^ then considered of primary importance^ as 

well as his general talent for business, recoiii mended him 
to Uiis accomplisbed monarch ; who constituted liim^ by 
mccessive patents, chief warden and surveyor of most of 
the royal castles* maaois» and houses, including the parks 
belonging to ibem ; with power to appoint all workmen, 
to provide materials, and to order every thing with re- 
gard to building and zepairs; to hold leets and other 
cuui'ts, pleas of trespass and misdemeaiiours, and to iu- 
guhe o£ the long's liberties and rights. Nor were his 
services confined to England alone. He attended his 
royal master at Calais in 1360, wlien the treaty ot Bre- 
tiguv was solmnly ratified between him and the French 
king in person, and assisted iu the ceremony as a witness 
in Ids character of public notary. The generosity of the 
king, in rewarding him for the diligent and discreet per- 
formanoe €i his various duties, knew no bounds, except 
such as were prescribed by the recent bull of pope 
Urban Vth against pluralities^ published in May, 1365. It 
would be tedkms to enumerate in this place all his pre« 
bends and preferments, great and small, which he held 
either together or in succession, according to the practice 
of that age : it may be sufficient to state, that the yearly 
value of all the benefices, which he continued to hold 
from this time till he became bishop of Winchester on 

' ' Ent eoim ngi Edvaido IIL in prindpio a ftbricu t eo quod 
erat ingeniotus eC ardiitectiiiii delectatns/ Cains, d6 antiquitate Cant. 
Acad. Glover supposed, * per conjecturam heraldicuin,' th it our pro- 
Into was the lirst of his family who bore the arms assigned to him; 
obierving, that when he was archdeacon of Lincoln he sealed with 
one chemiiy but when advanced to the aee of Winchester, with two. 
The oidiittty itaalf it ooncidsrad by Upton as an architeetiiral badge, 
and tibe Latm henida call it 'fiutiglimi/ or 'tiganm.' See the Trea- 
tiaea pnUiahed bj Edwaid Bi»e of Trmitj coU^. Lond* 1654^ 

li 3 
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the death of W. de Edjngdon, in October 1^06, amounted 
to 8MI. Bnt he annuiilly expended great sums in the 
repairs of the various buildings belonging to bis prefer* 
mente ; and in particular, whilst dean of the royal chi^ 
or collegiate church of St. Martin le Grand, he entirely 
rebuilt the cloister of the chapter houscj and the body 
of the church. 

His advancement in the state meanwhile kept pace 
with his preferment in the churdi \ In 1363 he became 
warden and justiciary of the king^s forests on this side 
oi the Trent. In March following he had a grant of 
twenty shillings a day out of the kingfs exchequer. He 
was soon after constituted keeper of the privy seal^ 
secretary to the king, a commissioner for the affairs of 
Scotland, chief of the privy council, and governor or chief 
speaker m the great council of the nation ^. 

When we reflect on the multiplicify and importance of 
his public duties and engagements, in the highest eode- 
siastical and civil departments, it seems wonderful that 
he should have found leisure to mature his grand designs 
for erecting two such establishments as those whidi we 
behold at Oxford and Winchester, and that he should 
have lived long enough to complete them; not to men- 

• Lawih, IMb, key, 38^ Loud. 8?o. 1758. It is souroelj neoes- 
wary to state, haw ameh are indebted to this elegant gpechnen of 
biography, which has passed throuL'li three editions ; 17^^l ^ 759, and 
1777; but as the pniires differ a little it iiniy be proper to observe, 
that we quote frt)in die hrst edition, iiiid 3Ir. Gutch from the second. 
The third edition we have not at hand. 

' Some of his speeches in parliament on opening the business of 
the session, which are interesting and diguitied, are preserved by 
bishop Lowth. They were delivered in English, though recorded in 
French, according to the practice of that age ; and are translated by 
the bishop firom the originals still extant among the RoUs of Par* 
liament 
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tSiMi the nmneroiifi edifices which were repaired or recou-' 
atraeted in other places under hfe immediate euperin- 
tendauce^. It was not till September, when the 

biahop waa nearly fleventy yaaia old» thai he bq;an to 
retire from public life by resigning the great seal a 
aeooiid time into the hands of the Idng at Windsor ^ 

a His talents were equally displayed at Windsor castie. Queen - 
bogroi^;)!, Martin's le Grand, Jjceds, Dorer, Soutbwick priory, the 
epimpsl paboea of WolfOMj, Faniham, Southwark, and Btahop'a 
Walthaniy the dtanod of Adderbnry ebiircb« &e. Aooording to tiie 
olcniationa of biibop Lowth. dariyed from aathentic aonroes, he ex. 
pended altogether in repain or new hnOdings, above 20,000 marks. 
(Ibid. p. (><].) He Hki!wise rebuilt the nave of his cathedral at Win- 
chester ; all but the west front, which w ;i.s bomm by his predecessor, 
bishop Edyngdon. The massive Norman pillars were not removed^ 
but converted into clustered columns. 

^ For the perttcslara of bla political career* daring a long period, 
we mnat tefer to the mteraating pages of Ushop Lowth. Upon the 
whole it appeaia erident, that m those dangenms and tnrbnlent timea, 
when the nation was impoverished hj foreign wars, and rent asunder 
by the struggles of contending factions, which afterwards ended in the 
civil W5irs between the houses of York and Lancaster, he uniformly 
conducted himself in such a manner as to secure, auiidst tlie baliled 
attacks of his enemies, the favour of the reigning monarch and the 
ooofidenoe of the people. He died in his palace at Soath-Walthain> 
ye fisToorita residence, Sept. 97» 1^ ; having then completed his 
t%^»8*f>» years snd waa buried, according to his ofwn dliections, in 
iSbe sonptnona shrine whidi he had prepared for that purpose on the 
south side of the nave of Winchester cathedial. lie appL irs to have 
enjoyed an uninterrujitiHl coiirx^ of health to a late period of his life ; 
chiedy the result of general habits of temperance amidst the sj^lendid 
entertainments of episcopal hospitality. Among other curious items 
in his boasehold>roll of expenses, we £reqoently find one for several 
pounds of li^nortoe, * finr mj lord's drink.' * In V Hbr. licoris empt. 
Iiondop pro wisdiriniB ftciendis pro doniino, 'Ed** Rot* e^)ras. boo* 
psdi, ftc MS. Coll. Wint. He was then about seventy years old. 
On state occasions he wore the livery of St. George, as prelate of the 
order of the garter. ' In furrura robe domini de lil)eratura saucti 
Get^rgii, iij#. vjd.' (Ibid.) The state bed of red silk in which he 
usualfy slept in his huge chamber in Wolvesey palace^ which was hung 

* 
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His sagacity probably led iiiiu to foresee the comiug 
storai, wfaidi finally removed the unfortuiiate monardi 
from his throne. A few years before his fall, Wykdiam 
frequently entertained him and bis queen Isabella, and 
all their retinue, with the most unbounded hospitality ^ 
and magnificence K Two royal viiiiU in lo9^ are iiiiuutely 1 
recorded in a household roll of esqienses, preserved in the { 
muniment room of Winehester college ; one on the S5th 
of July, St. James s day, at Woi vesey palace''; and an- | 
other there and at Famham in September ; when tiiey 
dined with the bishop two days in succession at those 
venerable mansions. « 

But the munificence of William of Wykeham was not 
of an occasional nature ; nor was it exercised only on ^ 
peiBons of high rank and station. ^His hospitality^' 
says his biographer, * was large, constant, and universal : ^ 
his house was open to all, and frequented by the rich 
and great in proportion as it was crowded by the poor 
and indigent. He continually tiiiployed his friends, 
and those who attended upon him, to seek out the pro- | 
perest objects of his charity ; to search after those whoee A 

with tapestry of the same colour, he bequeathed in his will to bit 
friend Robert Braybrook, then bishop of London ; but he died just 
one month before Wykeham. V. Reg. Anmdei, Rig. CoJL Wint. 
and Lowtb, App« XVII. p. 968. The wiU is mach abridged, and 
aometimea tiaiiaiated inoonectly, in aeot. Vm. of the Life. ^ 

i It eppeara that luhermen were hired from liie aea ooaaCy ' de 
partibna marima,' aometimea fat fifteen days together, to M with nets ^ 
in the ponds belong iiuj; to the bishop at Waltham, Marwell, Furiihani, ■ 
lligliclere, ike. ' contni advent uui Ileitis.' MS. as before. 

^ There were present in attendance on the former occasion 173 » 
gentlemen, and sixty-one uliieers ; total, 234 ]HTsoii4i ; and on one of 
the latter occasions not fewer than 366; with provender for about 
fifty horses, a ^vagun4oed of bread, fiftteen cart4oada of firewood, two i 
h o g ah e ada of white wine, and two pipea of port, or red wine. Ihid. ) 



Digitized by Google 



N£W COLLEGE. 



9 



modesty would not yield to their distresses, nor suffer 
them to apply for relief; to go to the houaes of the 
sick and needy, and to inform themselves particularly of 
their several calamities: and ins beneficence administered 
largely to all their wants. He sapported the infirm, he 
relieved the distressed, he fed the hungry, and he clothed 
the naked V When the unfortunate bishop of Chiehe»< 
ter, Thomas Rushook, confessor to Richard II, was driven 
from court by the factious barons^ and his goods coufis- 
cated by the anthority of parliament^ WyJceham afforded 
liim a safe retreat at AVolvesey palace, where he was sup- 
plied by Keton» the treasurer of the palace» with wine, 
money, and provisions, fiiom the episei^ atores 

It might seeiii superiiuous to notice here the abper- 
siona cast upon the character of such a prelate, had they 
not been revived with unexampled virulence by W. Bohun 
of the Middle 1 emple, in a book called ' The Kuglish 
Lawyer/ London, 1782. Bat, lest any person should 
be misled by sucli a malicious publication, biishup Lowtli 
has dedicated the ninth section of his work to the land- 
able purpose of vindicating the memory of his worthy 
founder from these uiiiounded calumnies. This he has 
eflfeeted with no common ability and aoecese. To this 
work tlierefore we on this, as on every other occasion, 
gladly re&r the reader ; but the following observations 
strongly prove the Beasonobleneso, as wdl as usefulness, 
uf Wykeiiams literary establishments. *The founda- 
tion of his colleges,' says this el^nt writer, ' the prin^ 
. cipal monuments cC his munificence, was as well calcu- 

' Louth's Life of Wykebam, ji. 205,6; ed. 17^»U. His *alms 
iml oblations' form a rctni^^^r style ialiis housebold roll ; and the sums 
dksLi ihutcd tt) the p(»<)r tm his joiirneys are thore luiuuUily nscordtid. 

M Kut. i2k|)ciui. iuwpicii^ MS. CoU. Wiut. 
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lated for the real use of the public, and as judiciouslj' 
planned, as it was nobly and generooalf exacnted. WliaU 
ever Wykeham's attainments in letters were, he had at 
least the good sense to see» that the clergy, though they 
had almost engrossed the whole learning of that age» yet 
were very deficient in real and useful knowledge: besides 
that by the particalar distresses of the times, and the 
havoc that seyeral suoeessiTe pli^es had made in all 
ranks of the people, but especially among the clergy, the 
duitch wn at a ksa fer a proper snpply of soeh as wars 

tolerably qualified for the performaDce uf the common 
service. It was not vanity and ostentation that sug- 
gested this design to him ; he was prompted to it by the 
notorious exigence of the times, and tiie real demands 
of the public* The deliberation with whidi he entered 
upon it, and the constant attention with which he pnr^ 
sued it for above thirty years, shew how much he set 
his heart upon the sncoess of liis undertaldng; and how 

earnestly he endeavoured to secure the ctfectual attain- 
ment of the end proposed, the promotion of true pie^ 
and learning. In a word, as he was in his own time 
a general blessing to his country, in wiiicli his bounty 
was freely imparted to every object that could eome 
within the reach of his influence ; so the memory of this 
great uum merits the universal regard of posterity, as of 
one whose pious and mnnificent designs were directed to 
the general good of mankind, and were extended to the 
latest ages \* 

It appears that Wylmham had aitertained the noUe 

design of founding his two St. Mary VVinton coll^;es 



• Life of Wykeham, sect. IX, pp. 30/, a08 ; also sect. IV, p. dO, 
to the end. 
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r soon after he becftme bishop of Wincheatar, in 1366 ; but 
▼ariom causes eombined to throw impediments In his 

way. Great disputes arose about that time between the 
pope and £dward IIL eonceming the right of papal pro- 
visions ; which had been resisted, unong otiber encroach* 
meuts, irom the time of Uenry III. Some delay therefore 
took place before he was in full possession of his tem- 

1^ poralities. Having been also about the same time consti- 
tuted by his sovereign chancellor of all £ng^d| he was 
exposed to the envy and malice of a hostile party, headed 
by the duke of Lancaster ; who did every thing in their 
power> though without success, to effect his ruin* Being 
at length relieved tnm all embarrassments, he completed 
the magnificent plan which he had long meditated, of 
founding his two societies at Oxford and Winchester; 

J the latter to be subsidiary to the former ; for the per- 
petual instruction and maintenance of about 200 scholars, 
from their first acquaintance with the elements of human 

\ learning to tiie highest degrees in the several faculties* 
through the whole circle of the sciences. This design 
was so complete, as well as the statutes, which he com- 
piled for the government and direction of the several 
members of his two establishments, that, like Walter de 

I Merton in a preceding age, he afforded an example for 
the imitation of other founders of similar institutions* 

r Though the society was in some degree formed at 
Oxford so early as 137S> at which time also the prepara- 

f tory establishment had commenced at Winchester, yet 

I . the king's paten t» granting the bishop license to found 

i his cdlege, is dated June 30, ld79« By this time he had 
completed his various purchases of lands and tenements 
for the site of his college ; and uu the 5th of March fol- 

^ lowing, eariy in the morning, the foundation-stone was 
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laid ^. The whole of the buildings consisted of the hall 
and chapel, with the warden's lodgings and chambers for 
the fellows, cloisters, stables, and other offices ; most of 
which still remain, with the exception of some few 
modern additions and alterations. 




INTERIOR OF THE CLOISTERS. 



o By Wykeham himself, according to Wood, * in the presence of 
his scholars and divers persons of quality, being then fifty-five years 
of age,' &c. Bishop Lowth contradicts this statement, because Wyke- 
ham ' was that day at Southwark.' But the distance is not so great 
as to render it impossible ; partiailarly as the ceremony began very 
early in the morning. Bishop LoMlh perhaps did not know, that 
Wykeham travelled in his own chariot, with relays of his own horses 
on the road ; a fact, the knowledge of which is derived from his 
household roll of 1394 ; in which are the following items : * Two new 
wheels bought for my lord's chariot, 5*. 4d, Expended in binding 
the same with iron tires, 3jr. Jd. Twelve chariot horses for niy 
lord, price 26/.' This will astonish those of the aristocracy of the 
present day^ who talk very flippantly of the ' dark ages.* 
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The original buiidiogs occii})ied about six years in con- 
fitrudion ; the warden and feliows^ with the other mem- 
bers of the estabiisbnient, attended by a uuniiirous com- 

« 

pany of spectators^ making their solemn entrance into them 

in procession, with litanies, on the 14th of April, 1386 p. 

The society comprehends, as at first, a warden and 
seTOnty scfaolafs^ or fellows; ten priests, or chaplains; 
three clerks; and sixteen choristers. There is also an 
oiganist and a schoolmaster. 

Though it was naturally to be expt 1 1( d, that no addi- 
tional fellowships or scholarships should be engrafted on 
so ample a foundation, yet there have becii at different 
times several exhibitions as well as other benefactions be- 
queathed to the society, with a view to thdr improvement. 

SsNEFACTORs. — The only benefactor on record in tlie fminder'a 
tine mm John de Bucking^m, bishop of Lincoln ; who in 1388 gave 
the ool^gp land and rents in Swaldiffe with the adTowm and pa* 
tranage of the ▼icarage to be appropnated to the society for ever. 
The next in order of time, as in hnportanoe, was Thomas Beckington, 
1). bishop of Bath and Wells ; who, having been fellow of the 
college, jiersuaded kin^ Henry VL to whom he was tutor and secre- 
tary, to make a grant of the alien priory of Newton Longville, in 
Buckinghamshire, to the society ; with the manor or manors thereunto 
belonging. This took place about the year 1440. He died in 1464 ; 
and was coniidered «o great a bene&etor, that he is styled bjr 
Channdler» ' eoU^ anstentator prmpnns.' Thmas Jane» sometime 
leOow^ who died liishop of Norwidi in the year of hia oooaecration^ 

h On the 96di of M areh in the following year the ibst stone of 

Winchester college was laid ; which was also finished in six years ; 
the warden and mcietj making their public entrance into it in a simi- 
lar manner ^larch 28, J 31)3. The school had nevertheless subsisted 
nearly twenty years before the completion of the principal buildings ; 
having been opened at Michaelmas, 1373. Hiere is a tradition, that 
Wykdiav had hionelf received the rodimenta of his education on 
this very spot ; which he on that aoeount seleeted for his new esta- 
hllahfmwit. These lifde nttachmenta to boalities are efaaracteristie of 
the age^ as well as of the founder. 
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1 VM), gave a teneiBent and lands in Kiitlington^ Ozoii. Archbishop 
Warfaam, chancellor of England, sometime fellow, gave in 1609 a 
messuage and lands in KijigiKlere* with a tenement and one yardland 
in SwBlelifie, boudM 144 omieei of pkte. Rolmt 8iMrinini^ ha^op 
of Ghidifliler, m nadye of Hatnpdurei, end ■mnetiiBe ftUow of ih» 
OQUege^ fimnded four fmbends e. 1533 in hit cathidnl dnnch of 
Chidioitcr fat tona ponoiit odncttod in either of Wykeham'e oolleges. ^ 
Hit other bequests, at well at thoae of other 

don of matt, requiem, obits, or anniversaries, are now as little desenr- 
ing of notice as the precious relics which wcie left by Dr. Thomas 
Gascoigne. Of tlu se und other matters a minute record is preserved, 
from the Liber Aibub and other ancient docuoients, in a redster 
fairly copied on velhmi in the ^vnrden's custody, with this coiophon : 
' Johonne Nicholas custode dignissimo, 16'J9.' Thomas Wells, D. D. 
domestic chaplain to archbishop Warham, tometime fellow, and rector ^ 
of HejT&nd Warren, Oxon, in 1624, left an annual lent, of small vnlne . 
at the pieaent tinie» to be bettowed by the wwden and deant of the 
ooUiiga on tbfee ptieiti wlio an Mlowa, hy waf of eihtfaitum. John J 
Smjtht a brngeai of Ipewicb, being tolieited to aeU oertain landi and 
tenementt in Bndiangsr and dtewhore In Ewer and Hertfoiddbiia 
to Dr. Fleahmonger, fiir the benefit of tiie college, generously gave 
the laid lands to llie toeiety, being then (1628) of the yearly Ttlne of ' 
twelve pounds. William Fleshmonger, just mentioned, sometime fel- 
low, and utterv/ard di an of Chichester, bestowed on the college in the ^ 
same ye:ir the manor of Slicring-hall, in Takeley, £ssex ; with 200/. 
in 1534, towards the purchase of the manor of Stanton St. John ; to 
provide additional e xhibitions to some of the teiio^vs. He was also 
a benefactor to Winchester college, 31 Hen. VIII. Thomas IMyllyng, . 
likewise a fellow, in 1633 gave 200/. on the same eonditious, towards 
the pfurchase of the manor aforaaaid. He was then rector of Heyford 
Wanenj of whose name there wat in Wood's time a reboa* and 
' a memoij of divine ditticht remaining in the parlour windowa of tfae | 
panao^ boaae there/ John Whjte, M. A. and felIoir« afterward 
headmatter, then warden, of Winchetter college, and tnbteqaentljr 
blihop of the diooete, gave in 1658 the manor of HalLplaoe in tbt 
ooonty of Southampton ; from whsdi he detired one mark dumld be } 
delivered to every scholar on his admission to a fellouiihip. Christo- 
pher Rawlins, a native of St. Ebbe's parish in Oxford, B. 1). and j 
fellow of the college, afterward vicar of Adderburv, betjuefithed in 
1589, the year of his death, all his lands in Lincolnshiro ; in trust lo 
found a free school at Adderbury ; and, after the payment of the 
mattor't tdpend of twenty markt yearly, and providing for the repain 
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and exigeiieiet of lihe tdbod, the feddiie of tlie pvofitt to be divided 

amongst the pcrarest fellows and scholars, with a preference to those 
in arts. An nnniiity of ten pounds was left by warden Ryves in 
1613, for proviiliiiL: ;i scnnon in the colleere chapel on Trinitv Sunday, 
and for other ])ur poses. ( V rtain additional sermons, orations, and 
lectures, were provided in 1615 and 1616 by Lettice Williams and 
bishop Lake ; of which the Latia orations delivered at Winchester at 
the time of the election form a part. Kobert Pioke^ irvden and D. D. 
18 the last benefactor in the times preceding the gtMt rebellion ; the 
olfecti of whidi mte long Celt in the demj of pabBe mnniiioenoe and 
cfaaritaUo bequMta: tlie naftuxal conaeqnenoea of the inaecnritj of 
property and the plvnder of nnpEindpIed vanxpefi. In 1647f the 
jear In whidi dna exoellent gov^eraor died» he pin, heaidea plate and 
hooki, the perpetual advovaooy and pationage of the reetoij of Wot* 
ton, near Woodstock, whidi he had purchased for 6ML Like many 
of his predecessors in the v\ ardenship, he had been rector of Stantim 
St. .loliu ai this county, and of Colerne in Wiltshire. Michael Wood- 
wnrd, D. D. who died warden in 1675, was a benefactor in money 
and books; but in some degree lie neutralized his good inttiitions 
by learing his relations pensioners on the society to the amount of 
60/. per annum. Other benefiAcUnrs will be noticed, when we come 
to the deacriptkm of the library, and other buildiii|j^, of this magnifi. 
cent ooU^ge. Many higfily-WTOiight pieces of ancient plate* giten by 
diiforent benefaotora, are atili preaer^ed ; in partieolar, a hig» aalt- 
cellar of eiqnwite worknianahtp, preaanted by Walter HUI* warden^ m 
1493 ; wiaA hae been lately engraved by Mr. Shaw. 

Eminent Men. — ^Though numerous examples of 
eminent penons might be produced, wlio have received 

tbe rudiments of their education at Winchester college, 
yet the nature of the Oxford foundation necessarily limits 
the proportion of indepoiKkut members. Amon^ many 
|M%late8» who by their virtues and talents have added a 
lustre to the colkgLS besides those already incidentally 
mentioned, we may notice archbishop Cranley, and Chi- 
dieie^ bishop WaynfleteS firussel, Mayew, Ken, Bisse, 

q W aynflete considered himself so identified with this society, that 
he left the same sums of money t(» uii the members of it, which he had 
bequeathed to tbe president and other members of bis own foundation. 
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Egerton, Lowth, Huntingford. Of the rest — * sunt qui 
olim noininabuntur.' At the head of the literary class of 
einiiient individuals stands the name of Grocyn, the friend 
of Erasmus, and one of the principal revivers of ancient 
learning; who was presented by the society in 1479 to 
the rectory of Newton-Longville. Here also and at 
Winchester were educated Stanbridge, Philpot, Talbot, 
Harpsfield ; sir Henry Sidney, the father of sir Philip ; 
Neele, or Nele, the singular Hebrew professor in the 
time of queen Elizabeth; Dr. James, the first librarian 
of the Bodleian ; sir Henry Wotton, Lydiat, Somerville, 
Pitt, Spence ; Gloster Ridley, the biographer of his cele- 
brated ancestor; Smith, the translator of Thucydides and 
Longinus ; and dean Holmes, the learned and laborious 
collator of the Septuagint. Nor are there wanting those, 
now living, whose attainments would do honour to so- 
ciety and literature in any age. 




VIKW OF THK GARDEN. 
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THE CHAPEL AND TOWER FROM THE 8LIPK. 



Buildings. — From an attentive survey of this col- 
leg:e the gratifying reflection arises, that most of the 
buildings of the founder, after a lapse of more than 
four centuries, remain substantially entire to this day. 
Though a new court has been opened eastward, the wings 
of which are made to expand, like the palace of Ver- 
sailles, to display the garden to advantage ; and though 
other considerable additions have been made for the com- 
fort and convenience of the society, yet no material part 
of Wykeham's work has been destroyed. His whole de- 
sign may be still traced throughout. If we except a few 
injudicious innovations of minor importance, the lofty 

19 c 
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hallt the magoificent chapel, the eolemn cloistefs, the 

groined gateways, and even the original doora and win- 
dows, in many instances, remain undisturbed; and, 
although a third atory has been long once added* to 
three sides of the first quadrangle, the battlements which 
surmount the walls, and conceal the line of the new roof, 
are so well managed, that they have been mistaken by 
some experienced architects for the original work of the 
founder ^ The old cornice^ with its sculptured orna- 
ments, may be viewed from the lane behind Queen's 
college ; and the line of the western gable is still visible^ 
a little further on, below the modem snperstructnie. 
Before this addition was made, the chambers of the fel- 
lows, which occupied this side of the college, resembled 
those at Windiester in the general plan, though on a 
larger scale. 

The architecture of WiUiam of Wykeham is pecu- 
liarly his own. Its characteristics are, simplicity, eleva- 
tion, grandeur, aud stability. He built, as he always 

• Aeeoidtllgto Wood, this third story "wns begun in Dr. Cok-peper's 
time, who retiffisA the wudenahip in 1599, and died in 1605 ; but 
'had no ample or nnifixrm windows made, looking without the eoL 
Iflge^ till the bcghming of king Charles I; nrlneb bebg loolnd vpoa 
as an ornament, othere followed, and at length in an. 1075 die aodety 
at their own charge hilih made windowi to the aaid third itory, look- 
ing into the qnadnnglej gaitaUe to thoee windows in the first and 
second story.' In the centre of the f|uadrangle was placed, in the 
year l(j9(5, a leaden statue of Miner va, presented by Henry Parker, 
esq. of Ilonningtoii, Warwickshire, as appears from the iuscription 
])r( served by Mr. Gutch^ p. 194. This was not rcmoYcd till after 

^ ' The battlements shew forth the original walls.* Essays on 
' Architectnral Innovation' in the Gentleman's Mn^iinfti It seems 
extraordinary, among other things that it did not oeci^ to this ttrcki- 
teetmal antiquary^ that a third story in doBsestie ardiiteetiire» eseept 
in toweis and gateways, was never edmitted into any andent design. 
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t thought and acted, for posterity. His masonry is dis- 
tinguished by the soundness of the materials, and the 

I judgment displayed in the disposition of them. Hence, 
whilst the liand of inuovation has been busy in removing 
so many other vestiges of ancient art, the sons of VVyke- 
ham have cherished with fond veneration and care the 



consecrated walls of their founder. In the six colleges 
which preceded this, very few traces of the original works 
remain ; except in some parts of Merton. One groined 
gateway has been with diiEculty retained at Exeter; 
which is valuaUe and interesting, as marking the period 
* of traiisitioii to its present title from the denomination 
of Stapledon hall. At University, Balliol, Oriel, and 
Queen's, every thing has undergone a total change from 
the first foundation. But the principal features of New 
college are those of venerable antiqui^; and, although 
ten academical halls were merited in its establishment, 
the University has lost nothing by their suppression, 
i The high and distinguished privilege, which this society 
I enjoys, of taking degrees without a ^l ace from couvoca- 
r Uon, was con^med by the chancellor in 1607. 

The Hall. — There is every reason to suppose, that 
^ the four sides of the quadrangle, of which the hall and 
' chapel form so distinguished a portion, were commenced 
^ together on one uniform plan, in the year 1880 of our 
' present computation, and finished in the year 1386. Yet, 
I what a difference is observable in the adaptation of the 



style of building to the particular use and object ! This 
is what constitutes propriety in architecture; a leading 
principle, which is here well exemplified. A modest 
simplicity characterises the domestic part; while the 
gateways seem formed more for strength and security 
than ostentatiou or splendour. The hall rises in gran- 
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deur ; as destined for the eigercise of magnificent liospi- 
talitjr®; though it hy no means pretends to rival the { 
adjoining sanctuary of religion. The ascent is by a lung 
flight of steps to a landing place under the muniment 
tower; whence a door on the left eonducts us to tiie first 
entrance. This is divided from the interior by a hand- 
some screen of drapery panel-work, corresponding with ! 
the wainscot within. On the right is the kitchen, with 
other offices. The wainscot and screen are supposed to 
be nearly of the same date with those at Magdalene; and 
are traditionally said to have been iuniished at the ex- 
pense of archbishop Warham, who died in His 
arms are in the first window on the north side; but 
from the appearance of similar memorials of other mem- . 
hers of the college, who were contemporary with him, it 
is probable tbat there were many contributors. There 
are now two shields remaining in each window, except 
the fourth on the north side; which is entirely filled 
with plain glass. The opposite space beiug occupied ' 
by a solid wall, which forms one side of the muniment ^ 
tower, there are only three windows looking southward. 
In one of these are the singular arms of William Kuight, 
LL.D. some time fiellow, who died bishop of Bath and j 
Wells in 1547. At the upper end, under a beautiful I 
canopied comice, are eighteen escutcheons ensigned with 
mitres, in commemoration of prelates who were benelac^ 
tors to the college ; besides numerous other shields, 
carved and Uasoned in their proper colours, both here 

• In 1605, Aug. 29, a suDiptuous entertainment was >i\vvn in tliis 
hall to Icing James, his queen, the young prince of ailmittcd 
a member of Magdaleue college, and a considerable number of the 
nobility. See Wood's Annals. Tlie proportions of the interior are 
migiiificent ; being in length weemOy^ei^t feet, in braadth thirty. | 
five^ and about forty in heiglit* I 
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and against the screen at the lower end. There ii> also 
a fine portrait of the founder at the upper end of the 
hall ^9 nobly supported on one ride by the portrait of 
arciibislio]) Chichele, and on the other by that of AVilliam 
of Waynflete. There are likewise portraits of bishops 
Lake, Bisse, Ken, Lowth, Bathurst, archbishop Howley, 
&c. ; and at the lower end, against the screen, is a lazge 
and valuable painting of the Caracei school, representing 
the adoration of the shepherds at the nativity of Christ. 
This was presented to the society by Pleydell Bouverie, 
earl of Radnor ; and was first placed as an altar-piece in 
the chapel, but removed in 1790, when the east end was 
restored by Mr. Wyatt The only defect in this hall is 
the flat modem ceiling. It was originally arched with 
timber work ; and had a louvre, or lantern, in the centre 
for the transmisrion of the smoke from the charcoal fire 
beneath*. This may be seen in Loggau's print, with the 
open octagon flues of the kitchen. The Utt^ still re- 
main. Immediately under the hall is a room, now used 
as a grammar and music school, which till the middle of 
the last century contained apartments for the chaplains 
and junior fellows. The school was formerly in a very 

^ In the warden'^ lodgings is a stiU more valuable portrait of the 
founder^ though not so splendid in appearance. It is painted on 
panel , and allowed by sir Joshua Reynolds to be an original, thou^ 
Mr. Chafaners snppoeed it to be ft copy. The vindow ia the beck, 
groond Mr. Skelton, who has engrsred it for the fbst time in hm 
JPietas Ozoiiieneti» hu made to appear like a drcolar-hewkid modem 
li^t. The countenance alio ia too aoft and jnmiilei and 111 xepra- 
aenta the origmal. The history of it ia Tery little known ; except 
that it was presented to the society in 1 747 by a descendant of warden 
Stringer ; who had probably preserved it from destruction during the 
rt'bi'llion. 

^ This characteristic of ancient hulls is .^ull preserved at W inchester 
college^ with a raised platform in the centre. 

cs 
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inconvenient situation, between the west end of the \ 
chapel and the east cloister ^ 




THE WEST DOOR OP THE CHAPEL. 

The CilAPEL. — This noble edifice, which would alone 
have immortalized the name of Wykeham as an archi- 
tect, stands proudly preeminent among the sacred struc- 
tures of antiquity P. Though modern art has been ex- 

^ James Badger, a celebrated teacher in Wooil's time, obtained leave 
about the year 1694 to instruct his scholars, above one liundred in 
number, besides choristers, in the old congregation-house at St. Mary's. 
The present school was fitted up before the year 1786. 

8 The manner in which the interior was adorned, before bisB^ 
Home's deplorable visitation, particularly at the east end, may ^ 
seen from the sixty-third rubric of the founder's statutes. There ^*'a9 
* the image of the most holy and undivided Trinity ; the holy cnrss, 
with the figure of the Crucified ; the image of the most blessed A'irgin 
Mary, and of many other saints ; sculptures, windows of ornamented 
gliuss, a variety of painting, and abundance of other suin])tuous works, 
executed with skilful subtlety, and embellished with diverse colours; 
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hftiisted within in the attempt to restore its former glorf, 

after the ravages of puritanical barbarism^ yet it is geue- 
rally believed, that in its original state* as it came from 
the hands of the founder, with all its superadded furni- 
ture aud decoration, it was at least equal, if not superior, 
in appropriate ornament and splendid embellislunent It 
alsu i tceived considerable benefactions after the founder's 
time. Robert Keton, feUo v, and chancellor of the diocese 
of Winchester under Wykeham, who died in 1489, gave 
rich vestments for a priest, deacon, and subdeacon ; and 
many others followed his example. Wood specifies the 
particular gifts from the college registers; but it may 
be sufficient here to notice a few which are still in exist- 
ence : from which some fiunt idea may be formed of 
the attention then paid to religious embellishment. In 
a miscellaneons collection called the founder's jewels, 
among which are parts of his mitre left by will to the 
collie, there is the representation of the letter tj^, for 
Ma&ia; the stems of which are studded with precious 

stones of dilTerent hues ; and in the open compartments, 
under tretbii canopies, are two beautiful hgures of the 
archangel Gabriel and the Virgin Mary, emblematic of 
the Anuunciation. This was given in 1455 by aome 
of the family of Hyll; one a citizen of Winchester; an- 
other, his son, was Mow ^ ; and a third, Walter Hyll, 

to the praise, and glory, and honour of Gixl, Sec. In vaiit did he 
pro\nde so carefully a^aiii^t the otherwise iiuiocont pastiTius of the 
juniors iu the hall ; lest, notwithstanding the ma&si\ eaess ot' iUv trans- 
verse partition, injury might be done inadvertently to these works, 
or to the partition itself. This spoliation, it should be remembered, 
was not committed by the bad taste or misguided zeal of the society^ 
but by the arbitrary mjunctiona of thoee who woe the legal guardians 
and protectors of the fonnder^s property. 

He was a doctor in divinity^ and oontinned a feDow till his death 
in 1468 ; having been a great benefactor to hb ooUcge, aooording to 
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already mentioned, was warden of the college firom 1475 

to 1494?. The old orgau, which stood on the north side 
of the high altar, near the vestry door ; about fifty copes ; 
and a pax of silver gilt, set round with pearls, sapphires, 
rubies, and dianiunds; were bestowed by William Port 
and his wife in 1458. The pax is preserved among the 
jewels before mentioned; but the copes and the oi^an 
have vanished. The latter remained till the city was 
surrendered to the parliament, in 1646; when it was 
taken down. The present organ, one of the finest in 
Euglandy built by Dallam, and improved by Green and 
Byfield, was plaeed in the same situation which it now 
occupies, over the screen, in the year 1663. Previously 
to this, about the year 16^6, the old stalls and desics, 
which had been partially removed or injured by king 
Edward's visitors in 1550, were replaced with those 
which are now in the antechapel. The curiously carved 
oak seats, now placed in tioni of the stalls, still remain. 
In 1695 Henry Cook, a fashionai^e artist in his day, 
constructed an altar screen of wood-woric, witfi a pro* 
fusion of painting and giidiog, the east end seeming to 
terminate in a semirotunda. This incongruous assem- 
blage was removed in 1789 ; when Mr. Wyatt was 
employed at a considerable expense to restore the beauti- 
fill niches, according to his judgment, which had been 
barbarously defaced and plastered over ' ; to repair the 
roof ; construct a new screen and organ-loft, &c. 

his epitaph j ' larga bencficia contnlit eidem/ This epitaph, with his 
fieurn in bra?s. and another of W alter Hyll, is in high preservation in 
the rioriluTn part of the antechapel. 

* Tlie Bume thing has happened in the chancel of Addcrbury 
church, the supposed work of Wykeham ; where the onginal niches, 
with the * sedilta in choio,* beaatifoUy executed on the aonth ude, 
liave been recently discovered, and are now nndeigoiiig « oomplete 
Testoratkm nnder the difections of the aodety. 
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THE ANTECUAP£L. 

The rich display of painted glass in the windows of 
this chapel is particularly striking. It is of four dif- 
ferent kinds. In the antechapel all except the great 
west window exhibit the original glass of the founder's 
time; containing figures of patriarchs, prophets, saints, 
and martyrs, &c. The next in order are those on the 
south side ; originally Flemish, and said to have been 
done from designs given by some scholars of Rubens, but 
repaired by William Price in 1740, of whom they were 
purchased by the society ^. The third series, on the 

k Instead of the usual archaism in inscriptions, ' orate pro a'i'a/ &c. 
wc have here * orate pro Willelmo,' &c. 



NEW COLLEGE 



north side, were done by Peckitt of York in 1765 and 
1774. The three nearest the screen are from desigiia by 
Mr. Rebecca ; exhibiting in the lower compartments the 
chief persons recorded in the Old Testaiiieut from Adain 
to Moses ; and in the npper» twelve of the prophets. In 

the two other Miiulows, eastward, are our Saviour, tlie 
Virgin Mary, and the twelve apostles, in the tburth 
place, in point of time, we come to the celebrated west 
window; painted by Jervais from finished cartoons ftir- 
nished by sir Joshua Reynolds, and begun in the year 
1777. In the lower compartments seven elegant alle- 
gorical figures represent the four cardinal and the thi*ee 
Christian virtoes. In the upper compartment is a cen- 
tral group ^ witnessing the nativity of Clirist, on one side 
of which are the portraits of the painter and glass- 
stainer in the character of the adoring shepherds. When 
this chapel was paved with black and white marble, in 
1636, all the monumental slabs and brasses were re- 
moved from the inner part of the body, or choir, into the 
antechapel ; where so many as have been saved are care- 
fully arranged, though not in chronological order, on the 
north side, beyond the pillars. The fine brass of arch- 
bishop Cranley is engraved in Cough's Sepulchral Monu- 
ments, They are twenty-six in number; and, with one 
or two exceptions, where we see nothing but brassless 
slabs, they can all be identified"*. The mural monv^ 

> It is to bo regretted, that the architecture of the window was 
partially jlcstroycd for the better display of this group ; but the dia- 
racter of the whole trsicery i.s faithfully preserved by Loirpm, as it 
«»Nisted in his time; and, fortunately, the cloisters ])reveiit the UIU 
ftightlv appeurance of the exterior from being; generally noticed. 

For a description of those not engraved; though uiauy are well 
worthy of it, wemntt for want of room refer the re id t to Gon^b's 
Sepulchral Monuments, p. JL pp. 60, 52« fH, 127, l^f 1^7, 171. 
laO, 216, 200, m, 324. 
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ments were also at the same time brought into the outer 
ebapel, and affixed against the walls^ The founder's 
crosier, cpt pastoral stafT, a valuable and interestiiig speci- 
men of aucieut art» of the most delicate and elaborate 
workmanship, is carefully preserved in a case fixed in 
the north-east conier of the chapel. Of this a woodcut 
is given in p. $2. It was bequeathed in his will to the 
college, together with his mitre, dalmatics, and sandals, 
i^uother mitre he left to Winchester college. 

The LiBSARY^WilHam of Wykeham was so atten- 
tive to the literary wants of his new foundation, that he 
not only left a considerable number of books** for the use 
of the members, but set apart a great portion of the 
eastern aide of the quadrangle for the purpose of a per- 
manent library. Accordingly, among others, William 
Rede, bisiiop of Chichester, the founder of the library of 
Merlon college^ gave about one hundred volumes to this ; 
of which fifty-seven related to the faculty of theology ; the 

A Againsl the outer wall of the aotecihapel, not fiur from the pas* 
•age leading to the doistan and the aonth door, ia the nmtikted 
figure of a feathered angei, the prototype of lliQee at Magdalene col- 
lege ; from whose hands formerly issued a scroll^ on which were these 
words in letters of gukl : 

^tc c^i OonuiS Oci porta rcli. 
V. Shaw's Plates of Luton chapel ; where a similar inacription occuriBy 
earved on the transoms of two folding^oors of oak. 

o 'Libros quamplmimoa,' Benefiwtion-book of warden Nicbolaa. 
1679» p. 28. They were in five dasaea: 1. Boolca lehling to eode* 
aiaatieal matteia; indnding UgatidB and martyxdogiea; 2. Booka in 
the faeulty of Theology ; 3. Fhikaophy ; 4. Ganon Law; 5. Civil 
Law ; in whidi faeulty thurty..aeffen are enumerated. A catdogne of 
them all is given in the Liber Albus prejscrved in the muniment 
room. Tlie following are iunoi .r tlic books which he bequeathed by 
will u> \^ inclu'ster coUejjP : Tli ■ iiiBLK, which he commonly used ; 
C:!! ii('ii(M)ji ; Rationale liiviiiorum ; Florariuin I^nrthoioiiui i ; Lib. de 
Vita b- i honiae vocat. ' Thomas item Lib. vocat. * Pars ocuii.' Vid, 
Lowth'K Appendix XVU. p. 389. 
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rest were on the subjects of philosophy and canon law P. 
The names of many other contributors are recorded in 
the Liber Albns, in the benefection-booky and in Wood's 
Antiquities published by Mr. Gutch. The last benefactor 
noticed in the register of warden Nicholas is Dr. Wood- 

ward ; w hu in 1675 Itii iivc hundred folio volunits fiom 

his own library, besides an annual sum for the pnrefaase 
of books. In this same year, pardy perhaps in conse- 
quence of this benefaction, the old distributioii of the 
buildii^^ into distinct apartments cm the same floor fior 

Arts and Law i, and tur inaiiuseripu^, was altered ; the 
whole on this floor forming one large room, as at pre- 
sent ; and an additional story was raised above, for the 
purpose of providing anotiier handsuiue repository of 
similar dimensions, with windows to correspond, and snr- 
Hiounted with battlements. The interior of this rooiu 
has since been newly fitted up, and adorned with ptllars 
at each end, by Mr. W3rBtt. In a recess between the 
two rooms, which communicate with each other by a 
staircase at the end, is a cabinet of coins. 

The Gakulx Couiii. — No sooner had the society 

P In the rcguter of wnrdeii mdiolu this renmrkiMe note is sddad: 

'Qtiis ille fberit, vel qnanclo |ynedlce' dederit, non liquet.' He io 

therefore placed improperly alter arclibishop Warbaiii, who gave 
twenty buok.s m ].>nH; wLereus l)i>]ui]) Kede died in 1385. He is 
probably confoiimied with sir Richard Head, kiit., who gtiveinld^» 
among other gifts, two chains of gold valued at lOOL 

^, The law library ^^'ns at the same time oonrerted into a OOWVOH 
BOOM for the senior fellows; which has been since rendered mote 
oommodioas by opening a oommnnication with the halL The mnni* 
ment rooms vndv the square tower at this vofj», the Idtdien^ tlm 
pantry, the 'butlery/ or battery^ the audit-room» or bnrsary, the 
' chequer/ Ste. remain nndistnrbed, in the fmme sitnatkm, end used 
for the Jiainc ])iirposcs except the ' chequer, as in the founder's tiuic. 
The only euirauce to the two lil)rarie8 in now from the stiiirca»> 
No. 5 ; aud the ' chequer' is used as a secondary common room. 
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finished their additions to the old quadrangle than they 
began to oonstnict a new series of chambers eastward ; 
vvliicii for their happy coinbiuatiou of chteriulnesB uud 
letirement cannot easily be surpassed. Though the style 
is modem, and the plan supposed to be copied on a smaller 
scale from the palace of Versailles % yet the continuation 
of the battlements connects it in some degree with the 
older works of the college; and we are gratiualiy pre- 
pared for the picturesque display of the gardens, which 
have been lately much improved. The fandful mode 
in which these gardens were laid out iu former days* 
may be seeninLoggan'8innnt8»andinthose of Williams; 

the roval arins and those of the college, with the initials 
of William of Wykeham and of Charles I, being curi- 
ously cut in box, yew, &c. ; and the date apparently, in 
Loggan, of 1628. On the right hand was the ' spiitLris- 
terium/ or bowling-green; wliich has undergone little 
alteration. Near the churchyard of St. Peter's church, 
and opposite to Queen's, was a beck gate similar to the 
one called ^non licef gate at Wmchester, stroi^ly se* 
cured with three locks; but, as it stood in the way of the 
New Building* it has been removed. A clear idea may 
be formed of the exterior walls, gates, and bastions, as 
well as the interior of the coU^, in the year 1675, firom 
Loggan's bird's eye views; oneof which also includes the 
tower at tlie west end of the Slipe. See p. 1 7. 
The Cloist£&s. — ^The cloisters, with the lofty tower 

r It is remarkable, that sir Christopher Wren left a similar plan 
for the adoption of the members of Triaity college ; but it was never 
entirely carried into eifect; though a part of it was finished in infl2. 
The garden court at New coll^ waa not oompleted till 1684. The 
Idng^a house at Wmcheitery thooi^ on a hug^ scale, and left on- 
finiihed, was desigDedon a afanilar plan. 
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adjoiniiii:, were not built till uRlt the completion of the 
other parts of the college, and the settlement of the 
society in thdr several chambers and apartments. For 
this purpose it was necessary to demolish three aca- 
demical halls ; * Schelde halle,* mentioned by that name 
in the founders statutes, which he purchased in 1S89, 
12 Richard IL of the nuns ot 8tudley ; Maydeii Iiaii, of 
University college; and a third of Oseney abbey, called 
Great or More Ilamer hall. The site of these halls is 
occupied by the south and west doisters, and the way 
leading from the east end of Magdalene hall to the col- 
lege gate. The north cloister was built on a part of the 
common lane or way, which extended originally just 
within the line of the city wall, from its north-western, 
extremity, aloog bhip lane by Exeter coUege and Smith- 
gate, to the north-eastern angle of the said wall', and to 
a postern iu the same, called * Windsor postern.' We 
are indebted to Antony & Wood for many InscriptionB in 
these cloisters to the memory of those who are bmied 
there ; most of which, he informs us, were sacrilegiously 
conveyed away, * especially those engraven on brass 

plates,' in 1643, and after. Those which remained in his 
time were all, except four or hve, set up on the walls, or 
laid m the ground after the restoration, about seventeen 
years before the time when he wrote his account of this 
college* 

The TowEK, a pattern of massive strength, the walls 
of which are about six feet thick at the base, stands on 
the site of one of the bastions^ of the dty wall. The 

8 Sec nxiT account of St. Potter's pari&h. 

* Most of tho otlior l)ustionSj with the exception of one on the 
north side converted into a gateway, are retained, and in excellent 
preservation according to the agreement made between William of 
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three buttreom also of the northern portion of the ante- 
chapel rest on the wall; a proof of the eonfidenoe ri&- 
poeed by William of Wykeham in its security. The 
tower eonrista of four horizontal oompertments, ezcluaive 
of the base and battlements, diiiiiuUhing gradually lunl 
almost imperceptibly from the base to the summit ; which 
18 ascended by a winding staircase of stone within, ter- 
minating in an octagonal turret at the south-west angle. 
There is now an harmonious peal of ten bells; but three 
only are mentioned in the old college register. These 
three were consecrated* together with the cloisters and 
the area within for the purpose of a prirate burial-place 
for the college, by Nicholas", bishop ot Diuikeld in Scot- 
land, Oct. 19» 1400. It has been doubted, whether this 
structure was finished in the founder^s time; as certain 
charges have been noticed for work dune about tlu ioww 
after his death ; but this might be for fixii^ additional 
bells, repairing any damage arising tlierefrom, &c. It 
accords both in design and eicecution with the other works 
of Wykeham; is admirably adapted to its use, accord- 
ing to his general rule of propriety; and, thuugli he 
was employed to the day of his death in perfecting his 
cathedral at Winchester this was perhaps the last pro* 
duction of his mighty mind in Oxford. 

Wykeliain and the city. They are eittremely regular in their con- 
hi ruction ; being equidistaat, about sixty yards a|»&rta and of similar 
dimensions and thickness. 

" So Wood, from the college registers ; but Spotswood, as he ob- 
serves, atates that Robert Calder was then biahop of Dunkeld. 

^ lie leaves the moiit minute directions to his executors in his will, 
dated a little more than a year before the time of his death, for the 
ei^eiidttiiye of five hundBed marics in ftnniahing with gla» both the 
npper and lower windows of bis new work there; beginmng fnm 
the west end of the eonthem aiale of the nave, and ao proeeeding 
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THE founder's CROSIKR, OR PASTORAL STAFF. 



gradually to the east end of it; and then, if there should be any 
overplus, the whole of it is to be expended in a similar manner on the 
windows of the northern aisle. V. Lowth's Life, App. 387- 
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PART OF THE NORTH QUADRANGLE. 

Lincoln College. 

This college i.s indebted for its establishment and 
principal revenues, as well as its name, to two prelates 
of the see of Lincoln in the 15th century. In order, 
therefore, to appropriate to each his due share in this 
double foundation, it will be necessary to examine, sepa- 
rately, their respective benefactions. 

The First Foundation. — Of Richard Flem- 
MYNG, the original founder of the college, some particu- 
lars are recorded, which seem to prove, that he was a 
person of some importance and notoriety in the age in 
which he lived. Descended from a very res|>ectable 
family at Crofton in Yorkshire, he took his degrees at 
University college, and became proctor for the northern 
party in 1407*. At what precise period, or .rom what 

» During his proctorship he caused a fair transcript of the old book 
of statutes to be made ; * being the same,' says Wood, ' which is kept 
to this day as a monument in the archives of the university, distin- 
guished by the letter C on its dorse.' Fasti ap. Gutch^ p. 38. ' 
20 B 
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motivee, he changed his opinions respecting the doctrines 

of VV icliffe, cannot now be easily ascertained : but it is 
admitted as a fact» that he was at first a xealons pro- 
moter, and afterwards a determined opponent of those 
doctrines. It is even asserted, that the leading object 
which he had in view, in founding his college, was to 
provide a iiurseiy of learned divines to confute the pre- 
vailing heresy of that reformer. However this may be» 
we find him possessed of preferment so early as 1406 ; 
baviug in that year the prelieud of South Newbald in 
the cathedral church of York conferred upon him, which 
he exchanged in 1415 for that of Laii^toft ^' in the sanie 
church. About this time also he appears to have been 
instituted to the rectory ^ of Boston in Lincolnshire ; and 
at length, being recommended to the favour of Henry V, 
he was promoted to the see of JUnooln in 14I20» and re- 
ceived consecration from the hands of pope Martin V, 
whom he served in the office of cliaiuberlain ^. Four 
years afterwards, being invited to the council of Sienna, 
which was a coiitinuatiun of that of Constance, against 
the Hussites and other reformers, he so distinguished 
himself, that the pope would have advanced him to the | 
arciibishopric of York : but the dean and chapter main- 
tained their rights by electing John Kemp, bishop of 
London; and this election was confirmed by the king, 
. then Henry VL From this period to that of his death, 

^ Langford, improperly, in some nceounts of the college. 

^ So AjliSe aiul others from Wood. The living is now a vicsnge 
in the patronage of the eoiporation. 

' Fvfm Martini Gamersrii honove Magister.' Epitaph on hu 
tomb; said to have been oompoeed fay hiniBelfj and enlacged by a 
Oarthnsian monk of the name of Stoone, or Stone. It is pieeerved 
by Wood ap. Ontch, p. 237 ; but the brass plate^ on tHiidh it was 
engraved, was removed before the year 1640. 
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which took place at Sleaford in 1430-81, we find little re- 
corded concerning him ; except that in the year 1428 he 
sufiereU the bones of Wicliiic to be taken up and burned, 
in compliance with an order of the aforesaid council of 
Constance ; an order which, however disgraceful, it was 
in those days coiiiiitiered by many a duty to euibrce. 

The license whkii hbhop Flemmyi^ obtained firom 
Henry to found his college, is dated 12 Oct. 1127 ; 
whereby he is empowered to convert the church of All 
Saints, together with the incorporated churches of St 
Mildred and St. Michael Northgate, ail under his patron- 
age as bishop of Lincoln, into a coLLsaiATE church, 
to be called ' the college of the blessed Virgin Mary and 
All Saints, Lincoln, in the university of Oxford.' This 
college, or society, was to conost of one warden, or rector, 
and seven seholai s ; who might purchase any lands, rents, 
or possessions whatsoever, of any person, to the yearly 
amount of 102. in value. The chapel or chantry of 8t« 
Anne, in the same church of All Saints, which was in 
the patronage of the mayor of Oxford for the time being, 
was also annexed and incorporated under the samu grant; 
provided daily mass and other services were duly per- 
formed. This was accordingly done ; and two chaplains- 
were to be always appointed by the rector for the time 
beiog, and removable at his pleasure, to serve in the said 
church, with cure of souls, &c< But, ike death of the 
founder happening unexpectedly before any statutes were 
made, or any consideiable purchases completed for the 
residence of the mt-iubers, they continued iu a certain 
tenement or messuage, called Deep Hall, *Aula Profunda,' 
the only purchase then made. This was obtained from 
St. John s hospital, and was situated in St. Mildreds 
lane ; having St. Mildred's church on the west, and a 

B 2 
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garden belongiog to St Frideswide's priory ou the ta^t j 
nearly on the dte o£ the kitchen of the present cdlege. 

The nvenues of this infimt eodety were so small, 
arising chiefly from the churches annexed by the founder, 
the aervicee of whidi they were bound to perfonn, that, 
had not Providence raised u]) some munificent benefac- 
torsy they would with difiicuity have emerged £rom Deep 
HalL The most conaiderable of these was John Forest, 
D.D. dean of Wells, and prebendary of Banbury ; who, 
in 1437, settled aa them some yearly revennea in addi* 
tion to the snms expended in huilding". John Southazn, 
archdeacon ot Oxford, and residentiary of Lincoln, had 
the year before given an annual rent of forty shillinga, 
besides a large sum of money, &c. ; so that he has the 
honour of taidng the lead among the bene£act<»a <rf the 
first foundation. William Fyndeme, esq. who died in 
1444, and whose nephew, sir William Fynderue, kiit. 
was also a benefiMtor, not only contributed largely to the 
buildiniGrs of the colle^, but gave lands in Seckworth, 
near Botiey, in iierkshire ^. Cardinal Beaufort gave 100 
marks in 1447. John Buketot» or Buektot, priest, be* 
stowed the manor of Little Polycote, in the paria>li of 
Ashendon, in Buckinghamshire; in memory of whidi 
benefaction a sermon was appointed by the statutes of 
Kotheram to be preached there annually, after the usual 
service^ on the fisaat of St. Matthew. 

n 

• He WHS abo a benefiiwtor to the ehnrcli of 81. Pleter m the Bttt ; 
in a tvindinr of whidi he waa rcproacnted among other peraona at 
his derotioaa. Some ftagmenti of the ghaa adll remain. 

' In the chanod of Childrey choreh, Berks, are brass figures of this 

William Fyndeme and his wife Eliasabeth ; and ou another brass plate, 
eastward of tlie former, is an inscription for Agnes, soinetiine wife of 
John Fynderue, wiio died Feb. 5, 1441. See Ashmole's Antiquities 
of Berkshire, L 209, 210. 
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The Second Foukdatiok.^ — ^The occasion of bishop 
Rotheram's iouadatioii ib thus related. Coming to 
OiLfoxdf during the progress of his primarjr Tisitatioa 
through his diocese, of which this citf liien formed a 
part, he was anxious to see the state ot the newly founded 
ooUege of one of his predecessors; the buildings of which 
liad only been partially iiuibhed about thirty years before. 
On iiis arrival here, which was in 1474» tTohn Tristroppe^ 
the third rector^, had prepared a visitation sermon from 
this text, Psalm Ixxjl, 14, 15 : ' Behold, and visit this 
vine, and the vineyard which thj right hand hath 
planted,' &c. In the application of the text to the occa- 
sion, the preacher so suooessfuUy exhorted the bishop to 
good works, and to the completion of so beneficent a de^ 
sign as that ai the tot foundcTj that at the conclusion 
of the discourse he rose up, and instantly promised the 
rector and the society, that he would give them etiectual 
assistance. This he accordingly did in the very next 

year. He made cunsiderablc additions to the buildings, 

which wiU be specified hereafter, increased the number 
of fellows to twelve, and oonfSemd upon them the per^ 
petual advowsons of Twyford in Buckinghamshire and 
Long Combe in Oxfordshire Four years afterwards, at 

the request of the rector and the society, he gave them 
a body of statutes for their govemmenti signed with his 
own hand. In these he provided, that the rector and 
fellows should be of the diocese of Lincoln or York, with 
the exception of one feUowahip for the diooese of Wells ; 
in gialeful renieinbrance of bishop Beckington and dean 
Foresty both of that diocese, two of the principal bene- 

8 He had been prineipBl of Okien liall in School street, and of 
Hawk hall la Chmej hoe. He was abo one of the proelon of tiie 
aaiwaitj in 1443 and 1444. 

BS 
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fiuston to the old foundation. There ie atao a pie£er- 

ence to be given to his native parish of Rotherham, if fit 
candidates present themselves from that place among 
those who come from the diocese of York. 

This munificent prelate, whose family name was Scot, 
adopted that of Thomas de Hotheiam, according to the 

coniraon practice of that age, from the place of his birth. 
Distinguished from his youth for his talents, he was 
dected ime of the fdlows or scholars of King's colle^ at 
Cambridge, soon after its foundation, in 144:4, being 
then of the age of twenty<4>tte, he became fellow of Pem- 
broke hall, and in due time master. Being in higli 
favour with lung £dward IV, and one of his chaplains, 
he became provost of the collegiate church of Beverley* 
keeper of the privy seal, and at iengtii, in 14)67-8, bishop 
of Rochester. Few men were ever elevated to so many 

stalious, iii succession, of the highest rank, in addition 
to those already mentioned, he was elected to the chan- 
oeQorship of the university of Cambridge, was at one 
time prebendary of Sarum, promoted to the see of Liin- 
coin, and afkerwards became ardihishop of York. He 
was secretary to four kings, and three times constituted 
lord high chancellor of England. In all these several 
stations, his power, his influence, and his wealth, were 
uniformly guided by benevolent views, and directed to 
the public good. Among other acoomplishments, like 
many prelates of his time, he had a taste for architecture. 
In 1480 he founded a eollq^ in his native town of 
Rotherham, dedicated to the name of the holy Jesus; 
of which there are some remains in the inn in Jesus* 
gate, and in the buildings opposite, now used as staUea^ 

k The rmnnei were Taloed^ «t die tune of its wppnmkm, «t 
68^ fi«. 9ftf. The origiiial eorporatioa OMuisted of tea petsone; 
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His ixoprovenieiits in liis archiepiscopal palaces, at West- 
minstery Southwell, and Thorpe, are recorded by Godwin. 
At Cambridge, between the yeais 1470 and 147(), he 
built the great gate leading to the public schools, with 
doisters on either side, and a part of the public library ; 
to which he contributed more than 200 volumes. He 
also promoted the design off restoring and enlaiging the 
university cliurch of St. Mary there. To his successors 
he left a mitre valued at 500 marks ^ ; and, having dis- 
posed of all his other worldly goods by will, dated in 
August, 1498, he expired at Cawood May 29» 1500, iu 
the 77th year of his age^. His will was proved in 
November following. 

a provost, three fellowt, or nssters, and six choristers ; far which 
rnunber he gives a curious reason in hie will ; that, whereinaoever he 
may have oflended Qod in his ten ocounandmeats, these ten penoau 
mig^ pray for hit foigiveneea. He also founded the fraternity of the 
holy Trinity in the cfanidi of Latent the fine iUnninated register of 
whidi ia m lord Bote's possession; hating in the frantiapieoe a fiiU. 
length portrait of tiie archbishop on his knees, superintending tiie 
annual solemnities in the presence of Bdward IV> his queen, and 
other lionor irv members of the fraternity. 

* To supply the place of that which hud hvm taken from arch- 
bishop Nev^\ hy king £dw. IV. in the plunder oi Moor park palace 
in 1472. >See Richardson's Godwin. 

^ God\¥iu says he died of the pkgue : ' peste tandem dicitur ex. 
tinetus/ &c. Wood states^ on wliat authority is not obvious, that he 
waa bnried in the church of Sutton^ in Bedfordshire ; but Godwin 
aaterlBf that he was bnried in St. Marj'a chapel* in Yorjt minster, under 
amarUetomh^whidiheliad erectedinhis iifotime. This tomb was 
fortonateljr engraved in Mr. Skelton'a Qxonia befofo the lamented fire 
at Yark» which j^rtially destroye d it, and haa sinoe been restored at 
the ezpenee of the soeietf. When the tomb was formerly opened, 
there was no appearance of any remains; hat a wooden effigy was 
discovered, supposed U) liuie hwn cnrried in the funeral procession. 
The })ishop being said to hnve died of tlie plague at Cawood, the 
iM>tiy wds prol)ahly interred there. A curious head of him is engraved 
in Jlrake's Ebobaoum from the effigy above mentioned. 

b4 
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BMimMmmB*^Amiimg the buefccloii who tuocaeded iicUndhop 
Buthmm^ one of the int on record ia Welter Bate; s prieet, end 

commoner here ; wbo in 1479 gave a lioaae and gerden adjoiniiig to 

tlie college. Thomas Crosby, treasurer of Lincoln, about the same 
time bc^stowed 1(K> marks to purchase IuihIm fur the mainteiiaiice of a 
chaplain legist, that is, a civilian or canonist in orders. William Da^- 
vyle, a citi/en of Oxford, and several times mayor, gave a tenement 
called ' the Christopher,' in Magdalene parisli ; Uagvyle's inn, in All 
Saints' pariah ; a tenement in St. Martin's parish ; and a garden in 
Orandpont, near Oxford, but in the coimty of Berks: all which, then 
valued at 6/. 13#. 4d, yearly, hia wife Margaret, who had an intareaf 
In the aame iat her life, demited to the eol^ge in 1488; hot they 
paid her the rent to the tame of her death, whieh happened in IfiSS. 
William Bmyth, faiahop of lineoln, one of the fbnndeia of Bknaanoee 
eoUege, bea t owed two manon on thia aodety ; and intended alao to 
aettle on them all which he gave to the former eatabliahraent, had the 
rector and fellows fully acceded to certain proposals which he made 
to them. Edmund Audley, bi&hup of Salisbury, who liad l>een a 
iiiember of this houiie, at the request of Dr. Drax, then rector, giivp 
400/. ill the year 1518 ; with which lands in Bnekiiiizliainshire wtire 
purchased, to provide liveries for the feilowi» ; and the patronage of a 
chantry in the chapel built by him on the north side of the hi^ altar 
of his cathedral, cnlUd after him the 'Audley chapel.' Edward Darby, 
M. A. sometime fellow, and archdeacon of Stow, founded three 
lowahipa ; one for the ardideaoooiy of Slow^ aaethcr for the eoontiaa 
of Leieeater and Northampton, and a third for die ooon^ of Oxford. 
He died in 1543 ; and la bmied in the eathednl of Lbeoh, where 
hia epitaph ia to he aeen. Sir 'William Fyndeme, nephew to William 
Fyndeme, eaq. already mentioned, left a amaU henefoctSon ariaing 
from lands at Chal^ove, on certain conditions, in 1514. In 1521, 
John Denham, roctor of Ji;iri>;ick in Nortliainptonehire, gave the col- 
lege a considerable liciu f u tioa in moiuy, as did many others at dif- 
ferent Limes, to be expended in books, plate, utensils, &c. In 15^>8 
four scholarships were endowed by Jmn Trapps, widow of Robert 
Trapps of London, goldsmith ; probably at therei^neiit of her husband, 
for the acholaia are to be called af^ their names jointly. This en- 
dowment ia aeenred on fifty-two ama of land at WhititKple in Kent ; 
and two of the aeholan are to he dioaan hy the gofemora of air Reger 
Manwood'a free^achool in Sandwich. These aoholardupe were after, 
warda aogmented by their daughter, Mra. Joyce Fianhland, who waa 
alao a henefoetrem to Braaenoae college. Another aehoiarBhip, arising 
from a rent ehasge of 16L on oertain hinds at Win^iam, in Kent, was 
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founded in l(i33 by John Smyth, rector of VVykeliam Breux, or 
Wickambreux, m tlie diocese of Canterbury, Other small sums were 
left in 1640 by Mr. Thomas Hayne, formerly s itiident here, for the 
maintenance of two scholars of limited appointment, chietiy for the 
benefit of tiM fmn irlMinl ef Leicertor. Fimt fi HH ^tl eeholanhiiia 
were fimnded by Dr. TboiDai Marihall. Bnt a a^goal beneftctor to 
tbli colkfe and many olihen» aa well aa la the mitvent^ at laige^ 
aroae in the early part of the eSi^Kteeniih eeatary, ThIswaaNaibamel 
lord Crewe, Uabop of l>iiriiam^ ion of Jolin lord Crewe of Sleaiie, 
and sometime rector of the coll^^. He had been praviously dean 
and precentor of Chichester, elected senior proctor in 1663, created 
LL.D. July 2, lf)f)4, and consecrated bishop of Oxford in IG7I. He 
U'ns also chnplain to the king, and clerk of the closet. He resirrned 
the rectorship in 1672; and was advant^d to the see of Durhiini in 
I674. On the deatli of his elder brother » in 1697t he became a tem- 
poral baron by the style and title of lord Crewe of Steane in North. 
aT!i]7t()nshiiej where he died Sept. 18, IT^t At the age of eighty-eight. 
He had «it moM than half a oentnrj on e p iacopal bench, of whidi 
ftrty^eight yeaia wve paawd at Durham. Not innnuidfal of Ua eoU 
lege, he endowed it, in 1718, with twelve exhibitiona of SMNl eaeh, fat 
dght yeara ; to be beatowed under certain limitations by the reetor 
and ftUowa. One year only belore thia, he had added 90IL yearly to 
the rectorship, 10/. to each of the twelve fellowships, and increased 
the allowances of the bible clerks and poorer scholars to 10/. i The 
same sum was allotted annually to the curates of All Saints and St. 
Michael's in Ox fur- 1, (.f T w yfurd and J^ong Coniljo. 

In l^llo tlif revenues of this college were estimated at lOi/. 8.?. lOd. 
in 1592 at 130L In 1612 the number of members on the books 
wa«109. 

Eminent Men. — ^Among the learned pereoDS who 

have adorned this society may be mentioned Dr. Kilbye, 
r elected rector in 1590 ; an ezceUmt Hebrew adiolar, and 
I regius professor of that language iruni l(ilO to 1621. He 
i was one oi the translators of the Bible, and had been 
tutor here to the celebrated bishop Sanderson. Dr. Mar- 
sball, dean of Lincoln, the great baxonist and oriental 
scholar, became rector of this collq;e the day after the 
resignation of his predecessor in 16712. Dr. Clavering, 
another Hebrew professor for more than forty years. 
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bishop of Llaudaff and Peierburough, was first M. A. of 
this college, and afterwards fellow of UoiverBtty. He 
died in 174-7^ To these may be added Robert Flem- 
myng9 the tot founder's kinsman, author of a Latin 
poem, entitled ' Lncabrationes 'Rlniitins/ with a Greek 
and Latin dictionary; cliief justice, sir Edmund Ander- 
son; Bolton the Puritan; £dwBid Weston; Rkfaaid 
Brett, another translator of the Bible; Dr. John Davies; 
sir William Davenant, a native of Oxford; Cornelius 
Burgess ; Foulis, Kettlewell, Hid^es, air George Wheler, 
Grey, Hervey, Wesley. The latter, well knuu n as the 
finmder of the Methodists, was first a student of Christ 
Church, and elected fellow here March 17, 1726. He 
died at an advanced age in 1791* Archbishop Fotter» 
first of Uniyersity coll^, was also a fellow here, and 
died in 1747. Dr. Radciide, the celebrated physician 
and beneflBctor to the university, was sometime a liellow 
here. 

Buildings. — ^The exterior of this college has be»i 
completely renovated, and brought into a general uni- 
formity, under the superintendence of the hite rector. Dr. 
Tatham; but the principal features of the interior re- 
main the same. Even the vine is still seen trained 
against the wails It consists priiuupaily of two small 
quadrangles ; one of which exhibits a square of eighty 
feet, the other of seventy. They include the space for- 
merly occupied by Winchester and Hampton halls, Brend 
hall, and a pait of the churchyard of the ancient church 

^ Not 1447> as in Mr.Skeltoa'g Pielaa Oxooienfiis; where lie it 
pieced et the heed of emiseat penons from this fiJoe dele. 

n This is speenlisrity hitherto nnobeeiTed. Theellusioii to the vine 
ia IVistroppe's sennon probeUy suggested thie enUenutio memorisl 
of efcUuihop Roteem'e foundstien. 
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of St. Mildred ; through which there was a public way 
leading from School street to Cheney lane 

The North Quadrangle. — The most ancient part 
of the college must be sought in the northern, eastern, 
and western sides of the greater quadrangle ; including 
the gate of entrance, with the plain tower above, on 
which were formerly to be seen the escutcheons of the 
principal benefactors. Among these, William Fynderne, 
before mentioned, was one. The western front was 
finished before 1438; as appears from a grant to the 
college by the prior and convent of St. Frideswide, 2 Jan. 
17 Hen. VL 




PART OF THE HALL, &C. 



The Hall. — So early as 1436, or thereabout, dean 
Forest, whom we have already noticed among the bene- 
factors, built the hall, or refectory, on the eastern side of 

n This is now called Jesus or Market lane; opposite to which is 
Exeter or Brasenose lane^ formerly called St. Mildred's lane. 
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the old quadrangle ; together with the kitchen, the but- 
tsry, and a chamber over it, at the north end. Other 
benefaetors are supposed to have oontriboted to the deeo- 
ratioDs of the iuterior ; and the windows, in particular* 
were filled with escutdieonB ot the Ibimder and others In 
stained glass. In 1643, Mr. Daniel Hough, B. D. one of 
the senior fellowsi* bequeathed 50L for making a new 
acreen at the lower end of this hall ; but a fire having 
taken place in the will office, and lawless proceedings 
having interrupted everjr public benefiution. Dr. Paul 

Hood, then rector, was unable to fulfil the intentions of 
the testator. At length, in 1701» the whole of the inte- 
rior was repaired and wainscoted, in a handsome manner* 
at the expense of Natliauiel lord Crewe, and others. His 
pcnrtrait and arms* with those of other benefiactony are 
among the present embelHsbmentB 6f the room. The 
ancient louvre, or lantern, still remains unaltered in tlie 
exterior of the roof, thou|^ the coved ceiling within is 
quite modem. 

The LiB&A&Y. — ^The original library of the sodety, 
which constitnted a part of the general plan of the buOd- 
ings, was at the west end of the present ; and, together 
with a chamber und^ and over it» and an oratory at the 
cast end, was built by dean Forest at the same time with 
the hall and other ancient buildings of the greater quad- 
rangle, already described. As soon as it was finished, 
the founder's books were deposited there ; which, accord- 
ing to Wood, with the addition of those which had been 
given by Mr. Thomas Oascmgne in 14S8» formed a con- 
siderable number. But there were many other contri- 
bntors : among the rest, Mr. John Sontham, before men- 
tioned ; Robert Fkmmyng, nephew or near kinsman of 
the founder, and prothonotary of the hdy see; Mr. 
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W.Chamherlayiie» the fint rector; and a host of others^ 

whose names are recorded bv^ AWjod from the old regis- 
ter of the ooU^ ; coucludiog with the great Edmimd 
Audley, the munlfioent bi^op of Saliebiuy. But this 
aud other libraries were * visited' in the pious reign of 
Edward VL by arbitrary and ignorant eonuniasiooeia ; 
* suffering thereby/ says the indignant historian, * such 
an incredible damage, that posterity have cursed their 
proeeedinge.* ( Wood ap. 6iitch» p. 848^) At lengthy when 
literature revived, towards the latter end of the reipi of 
ipiera £liaabeth. Dr. Kiibye^ elected rector in 15^, re- 
stored this old library ; making eight new repoeitOTies 
for books, four on each side, &c ; and others, foUowiug 
hia eacani^ contributed booka aud money: till about 
1656-7, Dr. Gilbert Watts, sometime fellow, who 
the second founder's kindred, having left a choice coUec- 
tion of books, and a new chapel being erected in the 
other quadrangle, the old oratory at the east end was 
converted into a library; and the books being removed 
into it from this, the room has been generally occupied 

^ by one of the seniors of the society. Beneath it is a very 
comfortable common boom for the feDows. These 
alterations, whicli cuijt abuut 200/., were made chiefly at 
the expense of John Crewe, esq. afterward lord Crewe» 
of Sfeane, in Northamptonshire ; his son Nathaniel* so 

^' . often laentioiied, l)eing then fellow of the college**. 

The present library is vaiy valuable; being enriched 

I by the donations and bequests of Ur. Marshall, sir Na- 
thaniel Lloyd, James St. Amend, sir George Wheier, 
and others* 

r 

« Tb» comnKMi room, hi its pmeat ststSb » Mid to hsve bem tttod 
• tip bj 0r. MsnhsU, wlio was reetor ftm 167S to 1686. He alio 

built the garden waU, wliich completes the indosure of the premises. 
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The Rectoe*8 Lodgings^ at the soodi end of the 

liall, which also extend along some portion of the interme- 
diate line of building between the two quadraugles, were 
constructed about the year 1465» ehiefly out of tiie mm 
of 200/. given to the society for that purpose by Thomas 
BeckyngtoDy biehi^ of Bath and Wells K In memory of 
this bendaction, his anniramry was appointed to be kept 
by the college, and the rebus or token of hi& name, a C 
with a beacon fixed in a iun^ is repeated on the walls of 
the fabric in several places. The windows of the rectoi^s 
lodgings were formerly enriched with escutdbaow of 
arms ; particularly those of the firat tamiBr, of bishop 
Ikckyngton and his executors, ^ce. ; with the name of 
Thomas Draz» who was mtor from IMS to 1518 ; at 
which time such embellishments were very frequtTitly 
introduced. The remaining portion of this line of builds 
ingy whidi adjoins to the rector^s lodgings, and completes' 
the old quadrangle^ was built at the expense of arch- 
bishop Botheram ; whose arms also have some allosioii 
to his name, and should be blasoned thus; Vert ; three 
ro^'bucks trippaut, or. They are repeatedly carved on 
shields supported by angels. 

The South Quadrangle. — The sinaller quadrangle, 
in which the present chapel is situated, was not b^;un 
till about the year I6ld ; when sir Thomas Rothoram, 
knt. of Luton in Bedtortlshire, of the ai'chbishop s tamiiy, 
who had been a fellow in queen Elizabeth's time, gave 
300/. for that purpose. What truth there is in the tra- 
dition, that he had misapplied some of the college monies, 

P He waa » great benefiMtor to New Colh^ ; v^iich aodety he left 
in 14SH>j in oonaeqiience of aome lii§^ f^ypointaaenta in aoootdanoe 
wifk the atatutea of the fbonder — ' qnta traaattdit ae ad ohaeqidnm.' 

See more of him in our account of New College. 
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when bonar, it is not now necessary to inqmre. The 

western part, which forms the coDtiiiuation of the front 
towards the Turl, was first finished : then the eastern 
part, adjoining to the rector*8 lodgings ; towards which 
sir Peter Manwood gave SOL and sir Richard Franklin 
ML among other benefactorsy about the ttme that the 

west side was built ; but it was uot completed till about 
the year I6dl, Beyond this quadrangle, eastward, in a 
retired part of the college called the Grove, a new build- 
ing, consisting of six set^ of rooms, was erected at tiie 
expense of the society so late as 1759* 

The Chafel. — ^The society at first performed their 
devotions in the parochial churches of Su Mildred, All 





m 




ft 



ruinous state, was partly taken down about the year 
1436 ; and the materials were applied by dean Forest to 
the foundation of an oratory, or small chapel, now the 
library; which was consecrated, after license duly ob- 
tained, in. 1441, in honour of St. Mildred and St Hugh ; 
the latter of whom had his effigy, not only painted in the 
glass windows, but carved in stone on a pedestal over 
the lower door next to the quadrangle. There were two 
chambers underneath ; and at the east end ut it was an- 
other chamber built over the buttery by the same great 
benefactor, dean Forest. For this purpose it appears 
that the society, in 1435, purchased of the city a part of 
St. Mildred's lane. This chapel, or oratory, was superbly 
furnished willi plate, vestments, and every requisite for 
divine service, given by difierent benefactors, and eon- 
tinued in use till the year 1631 when the new chapel, 
on the south side of the smaller quadrangle, was conse- 
crated by Dr. Richard Corbet, then bishop of Oxford, on 

<i It was oonverted into a library about tbe year 1656. 
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the 15th of September. This latter edifice, which is very 
handsomely furnished in the interior with wainscot of 
cedar, rich screen, glass of the most brilliant hues, pro- 
cured from Italy in 1629, &c. was erected at the expense 
of Dr. John Williams, bishop of Lincoln and afterwards 
archbishop of York Its proportions are sixty-two feet 
by twenty-six, with a corresponding height, and the tra- 
cery of the windows exhibits a favourable specimen of 
the masonry of that day. In the painted glass are re- 
presented Prophets and Apostles, the anns of archbishop 
Williams, and of the families connected with him, with 
those of the see of Lincoln, the deanery of Westminster, 
&c. in honour of the archbishop; and in the east win- 
dow, in six compartments, are the principal types and 
antitypes of the Christian dispensation. 

s He had previously been dean of Westminster ; and was the last 
ecclesiastic who was appointed keeper of the great seal. 




THE CHAPEL FROM THE GARDEN. 
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TOWER GATEWAY ; FKOAI TUE OLD QUADRANGLE. 

All Souls College. 

Very few of our colleges were erected at a more sea- 
sonable period, for the promotion of religion and learn- 
ing, than that which forms the subject of our present 
Memorial. AV^illiam of Wykeham had set a noble exam- 
ple of piety and liberality to the opulent prelates of our 
church ; the small foundation of bishop Flemmyng was 
rising into notice, under the helping hands of benefac- 
tors ; but the decay of the academical halls, and the neg- 
lected condition of the parochial churches, marked the 
progress of the reforming doctrines of Wicliffe and his 
intemperate followers. We have already observed, that 
23 B 
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the three churches of All Saints, St. Mildred, and St. 

Michael, were incorporated in the recent estahlishment 
of Lincoln college. Ten halls had been merged in the 
foundation of New College : and it appears, that the site 
of luiir of the more ancient halls, comprehending a space 
of 172 feet in length, towards the High street, by 162 in 
breadth, adjoining what was formerly called Catharine 
street, was purchased by ardibishop Chichele, for the pur- 
pose of erecting thereon his ooUege of AU Souls^ 

The FoUKOER.— This distinguished prelate, like his 
great precursor and friend, William of Wykcliam, not 
only fulfilled, in an exemplary manner, all the eodeaiasti* 
cal and spirilual duties belonging to his high station, but 
for a long series of years was employed by his sovereign, 
both at home and abroad, in some of the most arduous 
fuuaions of civil and political life^ His skill in diplo- 

* In Lojr<»an'8 print the whole front of tlie colleiic trom east to 
west, is stated to be 194 feet; because thi' j)lan was enlar^jced during 
the progress of the building bj the purchase of some additional tene- 
ments and ground adjoining, towards the east ; and in the reign of 
Edward IV. one or two small tcncnnMits were purchased, on the site 
of which stood a part of the old lodgings of the warden. The 
warden's house at present forms a distinet mansion from the college; 
being perlecCly modem, and given to the college by Dr. Geoige CSarke^, 
sometime feUow* and one of the representatives of the universitir in 
several parliaments. Dr. Clarke died in the year 1736. 

^ We are mtudi indebted to a former fellow of the college, Mr. 
Oliphant Ldgh Spencer, for a copioas account of the founder, pub- 
lished in 1783; which is Lhc groundwork of every thing tliat lias 
been written since. INIr. Gutch, who was for many years chaplain to 
the society, and Ii id free access to the collcjic archivLi*, has also 
added some valuahli- notes to H'ood's hisLorv ; in which he was pro- 
bably assisted by Dr. Buckler, as he was likewise by i^lr. VVarton. 
The general saperintendence of the latter seems to be implied in an 
advertisement prefixed to the Fasti Oxonienses, published in 1790, 
the year of Mr. Warton's death. A Life of archbishop Chichele was 
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macy was such, that before the year 1408 he had beeu 
twice sent aa ambassador to the court of Rome> and once 
to the court of France, by Henry IV ; and in the follow- 
ing year he was appointed one of the three representa^ 
tives of England at the council of Pisa, being then bishop 
of St. David's. In 1410 we fiud hiui again in Fraiu r, ne~ 
gociatiug a truce. On the accession of Henry having 
justly acquired the confidence of the new monarch, he 
was sent a third time into France, on the delicate subject 
of a peace between the two countries* But the poeaea* 
sion of so many of the French territories by the English 
occasioned so much jealousy, as to render every truce and 
treaty abortive ; till at length the decisive battle of Agin- 
court made all resistance vain. At this eventful period 
Chichele appears to have taken an active part in the di- 

^ reetion of all public aflidrs ; repeatedly attended the king 
in his camp ; and was present at the sieges of Rouen, 
McntereaUy and Melun* Such, however^ was the activity 
of his mind, that he at regular intervals visited his dio- 
cese, attended the convocations of the dergy, then very 

y ftequentS and perfonned ev^ other episcopal duty* 
leaving a vicar general to officiate during his absence. 
Nor ought it to be supposed, in these days, that this asso- 

[ dation of the higli dignitaries of the church with the 
inmates ui a camp, was without its use. We ought 
rather to conclude^ that the presence of a Chichele must 
have contributed to discountenance vice, to temper the 

oompiled in Latin liy Arthur Dnek, felW of the ool^ge, doctor of 
drii and eanoo kw, &c. 4lo. 1617s tnunlatid into Sngliah in 1699 ; 
^ wbidi formed the groundwork of Mr. Spencef^s work. 

« During hisraetropoHtan career, Chichele held not leas than eighteen 

synods of his clerenr. The convocation was then often adjourned firom 
1^ day to day ; and ihtir pruccedings are minutely recorded in the third 

volume of the * Concilia' by Wiikins. 

n2 
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ferocity ot military discipiiue, and to promote that tmioD 
of humanity with fortitude^ which eonstitutes the glory 
of that age oi' chivalry. 

On the death of Henry V» in 1422, the goTemment of 
the realm being chiefly In the hands of Hnmphrey, duke 
of Giocester, during the minority of Henry VI, our ex- 
ceOent primate» being now advanced in years, embraced 
the uppurtuiiity ui retiring from political life; as far as 
the critical state of afiairs permitted. Anxious for the 
welfare of the church, the ind^ndence of whldi he 
equally endeavoured to secure against papal encroach- 
ments on the one hand, and popular hostility on the 
other, he visited with paternal caie the several dioccbes 
within his province ; diligently correcting what appeared 
to be wrong, either in doctrine or discipline, and elevat- 
ing, by all possible methods, the character as well as the 
condition of the clergy* 

There are very few periods in the history of the Eng- 
lish church, in which there was required in a metropoli- 
tan a greater share of prudence and disct«tion, comlnned 
with energy and tirmness. This character Cliichele uni- 
formly maintained. The mass of the population, bur- 
dened with the expenses of a continental war, and view- 
ing with envious eyes the wealth of the aristocracy and 
clergy, became turbulent and disaffected; a disposition 
fomented rather than repressed, by those who aimed at a 
model of perfection in church and state. Parliament it- 
self lent its aid to degiade the established clergy, aiid 
efforts were made to alienate their xev^ues. But our 
worthy primate, following, though with less impetuosity, 
the example of his predecessor, archbibhop Arundel, stre- 
nuously asserted the policy and necessity of supporting 
the liberties and privileges and property uf the ciiurch. 



Digitized by Gopgle 



ALL, SOULS COLLEGE 



5 



'!For the doctrines of the LollanUy if followed to their fuU 
extent, would have rendered all ])r()])trty insecure* The 
university of Oxford, iu their vindication of the arch- 
bishop's character from the imputations cast upon it by 
the emissaries of the pope, justly observed, that ' Chichele 
Stood in the sanctuary of God as a hrm wall» which nei- 
ther heresy could shake, nor simony undermine ; that he 
was the darliug of the people, and the foster parent of 
the deigy^.' He was indeed, in more respects than one, 
a benefactor to the university. In addition to the en- 
dowuient of his two colleges of St. Bernard and All 

^ Souls, be provided a chest, called afterward Chichele's 
chest ; from which both the university itself, and every 
college then in existence, might obtain temporary loans; 
a practice which had long beneficially prevailed. He 
also provided, by a public constitution, that benefices 
should be bestowed as much as possible, exclusively, on 
members of one or either of the universities ; regard be- 
ing had to their academical rank and degree ; whilst all 
vicars general, commissaries, and other officials, should 
be chosen from the graduates in civil and canon law. 
Among the general improvements which he introduced, 
by iiis provincial constitutions, into the dioceses under 
his immediate jurisdiction, he eiyoined the celebration of 
festivals, regulated the probate of wills, provided against 
false weights and measures^ and augmented the stipends 

^ See the whole letter addxened to the pope^ Martin V, priated 
from the MS. Teghter in the arduvee of the imivenit^* F. 36. apb 
WiUdns' Como, vol. IIL p. 476-^* It is dated from the old congre. 
gutunuhoiue* Jtdjr 25, 1427- Then it also an epietle to the tame 

effect, printed in the same page, whidi was tnutmiitted to his iMiliiHsn 

In' sonio temporal lords who interested themselves in the welfare of 
the archbishop. 

• Some of these general articles in his constitutionSj brieily oral- 
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of vfcars. On these and other 

enlightened statesman ; with strong proots uf that liberal 
and benevolent dispodtiont which» in the o|iuuoii of Mr. 
Chalmers, would confer celebiit/ uu Liie bii^litest periods 
of our history* 

It has been observed by Godwin^ and after him by 
Wood, that Chichele enjoyed the see of Canterbury dur- 
ing a longer period than any archbishop for 500 ymn 
before. By none, we may add, has he been exceeded in 
usefulness, either before or since. He died April 1% 
1448, at the advanced age of eighty years, and upwards; 
twenty-nine of which he had passed as primate : and was 
buried with due soleomity on the northern side of the 
presbytery, or choir, of Canterbury cathedral, under a 
stately tomb of alabastar, erected by himself^. 

His taste for architecture was displayed on niany oeo»> 
bious ; and was generally connected with objects of piety, 
learning, or charity. This taste he probaUy imbibed at 
an early period from the example of Wykeham, and from . 

presjied in English, he ordered to be published by aU the curates in 

his province three times in every year. They are printed by Wilkins | 

in his * Concilia/ vol. ill. p. 524, and nre wortliy of being reprinted. 

f This tomb has been repeatedly repaired at the expense of the 
society of AU Souls ; but it leoeived so much injury from the mis* 
chievotu nuJioe of the puritans, particularly in the destruction of the 
principal italnes wUch filM the nicheft that it hn loat iinidi ef iti 
origiiial diuaetflr* JBnon^ however renunni to place it amoqg the 
most intereating of aepoldiral nemoriali. The figure of tiie aidu 
bidiop, in hia pontifieali, liea recombent on the tomb ; hia heed nat. 
ing on a cushion supported by two angels, with two others at his feet ; 
and underneath, to inculcate the vanity of ull caithK irr iuiUur, an- 
other fi'jure represents him as a skeleton in its shroud ; an idea fre- 
(jueiitiv repeated. In the folio print by Cole, in I):irt's Canterbury, 
the iron grate is seen, which enclosed the lower (^mpartuient, as de- 
scribed by Wood : thia gives greater solemnity of effect to the ahele* 
ton aoene than the ezpoom of it in Mr«Sl»ltoo'a Pietaa Oxflnknaii. 
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hia appoiiitmeota in the cathedral of Salisbury under his 

munificent patron, bishop Metford, who made him his 
▼icar general in all spiritual matters, and placed him in 
the sure road to higher preferment. 

In 1422 lie founded a collegiate church at his native 
town of Higham Ferrers, in Northamptonshire, with an 
hospital attached lur the benefit of the poor ; having esta* 
blisbed a free school there two years before; but much 
of his well intended benercdence has been frtmtrated 
1^ the iniquitous transfer of the property at tlie time of 
the suppression. There are still some remains of the 
various buildings erected by him ; and the church has 
eontinued to be used as the parish church : but the lands, 
tenements, and possessions, left by Chichele and his two 
brothers for public purposes, have long passed into pri- 
yate and unworthy handsi^. 

The sums which the archbishop expended at Canter- 
Irory, in repairs and additions to the cathedral church, in 
fimnding a library. See., were very great ; but the south 
steeple at the west end, called the ' Uunstan steeple,' and 
sometimes * Oxford steeple,' he did not live to see com- 
pleted**, lie contributed liberally to the repairs of Croy- 
don church, and Rochester bridge. His arms are still 
visiUe on the walls of the porch and steeple of the for* 
mer edihce. In the construction of maguihcent apart- 
ments in the archiepisGopal palace at Lambeth, he has 
been surpassed by none, except by the present archbishop, 
who has expended there and at Addiugton, under the su« 
perintendenoe of able architects, not less than l%0fi06L 

S A portion of thecollefre. lun thward of the church, being in ruins, 
was ni!)iiy j^ars since converted into an iun, called the Saracen's head» 
and the chapel wa» used as a kitchen. See Whalley's Northampton* 
akire, from the collections of &idges. 

^ See 0art'i Canterbury^ pp. 14, dO. 

b4 
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We have already i]icideiitall7 mentioned our primate's 
two endowments at Oxford. One of these, the first widch 

lie completed, we shall have an opportunity of describing 
in another phiee, when we undertake the memorial of 

St. John's college, which was iounded ou the site of it. 
We must now confine our attention to the college of 
All Souls. 

The plau of this establishment seems to have suggested 
itself to the founder soon after the eompletion of St. Ber- 
nard's coll^. The first j)urcha8e of land for the site 
was made December 14, 1437 ; and ou the 10th of Feb- 
ruary following, the foundation<«tone was laid at the 
southwest angle of the present building, on a part of the 
ground where Bereford hall, or Clierlton's inn, was before 
Standing ; opposite to the east end of St Mary's diurch^, 
and not far from the old congregation-house. Tlic cere- 
mony was performed with very great soLenmity by (jhichele 
himsdf. The work appears to have occupied about six 
years ; for Roger Keyes, who was appointed feiiow in 
1438, and succeeded the first warden, Ihr. Andrew, or 
Andrews, in 1442, had the supervision of the building 
in the fifth and subsequent year. Before him, Johu 
Druell is mentioned as the chief surveyor of the works* 
He was elected fellow in 1440, cu 11a ted to the archdea- 
conry of Exeter in 1443, and presented by the college to 
the rectory of Hanietsham, in Kent, a short time after* 

A toieraltl}' correct idea may be foruied of the ex- 
penses of building in those days, and of the wages of 

' This part of the church, however, the present chanct'l. wns nut 
then in existence ; l)ui the ground was proljahly a part of liie church- 
yard. We have before had occasion to notice Jiereford haU, or Cherl- 
ton's inn. This was a different mansion from Bereford's inn, which 
was more to the north. See the aeoount of St. Mary's pariah, 
pp. 2, 3^ note^ 



Digitized by Google 



•4 




Digitized by Google 



ALL SOULS COLLEGE. 



9 



workroen, from the ' rationarium fundatioiiia,* a valuable 
account bodk, preserved in the archives of the college, of 

the 8UU3S of money amiually paid by the accredited sur- 
veyors of the works and their assistantSt during the pro- 
gress of the building^. It tlitncc appears, that there was 
disbursed in the course of the first hve years the sum of 
41561. li$.Sd.; to which, if we add the arrears of the 
remaiuing year, the whole exjiense may be estimated at 
about five thousand pounds. The amount of the pur- 
chases made by the feofFees of tlie archbishop lor his iisu 
within the same period, together with books, chapel fur- 
niture, and other necessary artidea for the service of the 
college^ is stated to be 4ti02^L 1^. Sd. Equal liberality 
was exemplified in procuring ample endowments for the 
future support and maintenance of the establishment. 
Several of the alien priories, consigned to the use of the 
crown heqiuBe they were cells to foreign monasteries, 

1^ Carpenien and sawyen were paid at the rate of 6d, a day ; stone- 
diggenaadoomtiionlaboiiren, 4id ; joiners^ from diLtoSd,; d«aben» 
6iL } maaons and Joinera^ 8dL ; iiiaater.caipeiit8fB, 3«. Ad* a week ; hf 
wbieh it appean that they enjoyed exactly a tUke from the lahoer ci 
those employed under them ; a principle itiU oheerved in the eoontry : 
carvers and Image-maken 4#. ftf. a wedt, with bed and board found 
for tlioni ; because they generally camtj from some distance ; a female 
I il)uurer, a day. The wiiuhnv s were glazed at I2d. the square foot. 
A horse, bought for the warden in 1 4.'t 1 , cohl OO.v., and a liorse comb, 2d. 
8uL yards of cloth for his two livery servants cost 12.^. in!. In 1458 
a pair of boots coat 2$. Sd. ; a small pig and capon, i2d. In the 
aoeoonte of the bursnrs for 1 450^ 3d. is charged for new cords to the 
hell on 8t Hog^'a day ; 6d, far ib» hire of a hone to fitoester; and 
4L 8dL for two horaea, one white and the other grey. The oooi. 
moot ef all the frUowa, aeholara, and aenranta, amounted to IIS/L 
l$9» M ; thoae of the warden and hia aervaala to 8L The warden 
had a mansion and stables provided for him in liondon as well as in 
Oxford. 
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were purchased by Chicbele for tbe sura of 1000 marks , 
Si Hen. VI, All these, and other porchaaes, are 

emiinerated and described at large by Wood, Tanner, 
and others ; troin vvliuse statements it appears, that the 
founder raiaed his college to a higher degree of qpidence, 
in proportion to the number of its members, than was 
then enjoyed by any society in either university. 

By the charter of incorporation, dated 16 Hen. VI, 
1438, wbi(')i is issued in the king's name, to give it 
greater authority, as if Chichelewere only a oo^founder"*, 
a warden and twenty feUows or scholars, whose names 
are recorded, constitute tbe whole ssociety; but they have 
a power of electing, without the king's leave, twenty 
other scholars, and no more. The chaplains, though not 
mentioned in the charter, appear by the statutes, which 
were transmitted to the society five years afkerwaids» and 
only sealed ten days betbre the louiider's death, to have 
formed a part of the original establishment A seoood 

1 So Mr. Ontch, in a note on the text of Wood, p. S60; hot it ap- 
pesn from the words of the potent, which are qnoted in the tnbsa- 
quent page from the archives of the college, that for ' marks' we ought 
to read 'pounds'-^'* pro niille Ubrig quae pvedictiis archiep'us ooliia 
dedit."&c 

■» We hare remarked the adoption of a simflar course of circuitous 

and tecliiiical machinery in tlio fouiulatioii of Oriel cnllesre bv Adam 
de Brom. In most casos, indeed, of iflcorjuirated S(*eit*Ues, ihe crou u 
has been made ia some way or other a partv in the matter, hv con- 
firmation, or othcrwiHe. IJeforc the reloi m ition it was usual also, for 
greater security^ to have a continnatiou of a royal charter from Uie 
pope. This precautiim Chichele did not neglect, as a matter of form ; 
though he always considered the royal aathority as legaify oiil&« 
dent 

^ The prohahility ss» that some of the £eUow^ as al QaMa'% 
Trinity, and msny other ooU^gea^ officiated sa chaplains. Choristm 
and bible-clerks appear also to be acknowledged by the stalnlea; 



Digitized by Googl 



ALL SOULS COLLEGE, . 11 

charter, bestowiii^^ extensive privileges, was granted by 
letters patent of the same king four years afterwards ; 
and both these charters, though materially aSeeted by 
the act of resnniptiou, 1 Edward IV» which was in some 
respects an act of usttrpatum, were finally confirmed by 
act of parliament, 13 Jan. 14 Hen. VII. 

In the year 14i42» according to an entry in the senior 
proctor^s book, the founder ytsited his college in com- 
j)any with William Aluewick, bishop of Linculu ; Thomas 
Boorchier^ bishop of Worcester ; Thomas Brown, bishop 
of Norwich, and others ; at which time it appears that 
the chapel was in sufficient forwardness to be conse- 
crated^ in due form and solemnity, with the assistance 
of these three bisiiups, * to the memory of All Souls faith- 
folly deceased,' &c« Care had been taken to exempt it 
from the jurisdiction of the ordinary, then the bishop of 
Lancoin, as well as trom all subordination to St. Mary's 
church and parish, in which it was situated. Dr. Richard 
Andrew, the hrst wanli n, was therefore sent to Florence 
to obtain the pope's bull for this exemption; which was 
accordin«^ly granted. By this bull the pope, Eugenins IV, 
permits the college to build a chapel, or oratory ; to erect 
a churchyard, or cemetery, within its limits, for the 
burial of its own members ; to obtain the consecration 
of them by any catholic bishop; to perform service 
therein, as well in times of interdiction as at all other 
times ; to receive and administer the sacraments in it ; 
and to purify it, whenever it should become by any means 
polluted. He theu exempts aU the members of the col- 

wlucb are taid to have been modelled after those of New College by 
the celebrated provincial civilian, Lyndewode, tinder tlie inqpecticm 
and directioa of the firander himeeif* 

« The wlide coQ^ge, howerer, wm boI finished till 1444 
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lege from attemliiig divine service, or receiving the sacra- 
mentBf in St. Mary's church ; and firom the paymeat of 
. any offering or contribution to Oriel college, or to the 
vicar of the said church. Coiise<j[ueatiy9 in November 
fioUowing, 1448, a eompositiou or agreement was eie- 
cuted by indenture btfUveen Walter Lyhert, the then pro- 
▼ost» and fellows of Oriel college on the one parC» and 
Roger Keyes, the warden, and fellows of All Souls' on 
the other ; in which the former acknowledge the receipt 
of SOO marks paid to them by the founder in consideni^ 
tiou of these indeuinities, and give their full assent to 
the pope's bull; the latter agree, that the exemption 
shall not extend to any servant of the college, having or 
occupying any house within the limits of ^Mary's 
parish, &c. 

The annual revenues of the college were valued in 
1585 at $9fU. ddL ; in 159£, at 5001. p In 1612, the 
number of members was estimated at ninety-three. 

In the election of a warden, as at Merton, Trinity, and 
some other colleges, the society present two persons to 
the visitor, who is linaliy to make bis choice of one of 
them. The visitor is the archbishop of Canterbury. 

By the statutes of the founder sixteen of tbe follows 
are to study the civil and canon law; the rest philo- 
sophy, or arts, and theology. One drcumstance is re- 
markable ; that, notwithstanding the mortmain act, the 
society were originally empowered to acquire and pur- 
diase lands to the yearly value of 80CML ; a sum which has 
been subsequently increased to 1050^ by 11 (jiiarks I, 
and 9 Geo. II. 

p Yet in 1451 the ' exonerstioa' of the bsmn aauNuifeed to WL 
as. iid. In 1457 and 1458 the rents amoonted to aixNtt 4aSL 
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WEST END OF TRB LIBRABT. 



B£K£FACTous. — The ^st benefactors mentioned iu 
the records of this college are such as founded various 
chantries in the chapel ; which accounts for the many 
distinct altars which existed here before the reformation'). 
These having been abolished by statute, the moneys and 
estates have been applied to the maintenance of the 
chaplains, and other purposes connected with the objects 
of the donors. Nicholas Gold well, a fellow, and afterward 
bishop of Norwich, who gave several sums of money in 
his lifetime, and founded one of these chantries, left also 
50L to be employed about the high altar. Sir Wil- 
liam Petre, knt. of Ingatestone, in Essex, a great bene- 
fector to Exeter college, not only gave a piece of ground 
ai^oining the lodgings, which warden Hoveden converted 
into a garden, but left three small exhibitions, and pro- 
cured for the college the rectories of Barking and Stan- 
ton Haroourt: the former from William Pounoett of 
JBarking, who left the estate in his hands for pious and 

4 The chapel was furnished with eight altars, viz. the high altar ; 
and leven othen^ called ' aeennda altaria;' ox in the asfei snd ene 
in the vertibiile. Seeotiierparfeieolarain an«itebyMr.OQldi,p.S88. 
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charitable uses ; for which* in fact, it was originally in* 
tended, having belonged to the Benedictine abbey at 
Barking) one of the most aucieut in the kiugdom**. This 
donation* after providing for the vicar* supplies the 
Pouncett exhibitions. Edward Napier, or Napper, of 
Holywell* a fellow* and the same probably who was one 
of Poanoett*8 ezecntors* founded three exhibitions in 1558 
froiii laiids in South Petherton, in Somersetshire, which 
had belonged to a chantry there. David Pole* some re- 
lation of the cardinal, who was admitted fellow in 15d0, 
and died in 1568* left money and books to the college. 
Dr. Thcxnas Owynne* a native of Anglesey*, admitted a 
fellow in 1 597, was the founder of a truly heneficial fund, 
for the purchase of advowsons ; whkh being since aug^- 
mented by others has enabled the society considerably to 

' The rectory of Steaton Haiecnurt was procured under nmilttr 
dremnstancM. It had belonged to Reading abbey before the suppres. 
sion ; having been granted to that body by Adeli^ia, the queen of 
Henry I. Cardinal Pole, ])ciug invested with lull power to restore 
certain iwu-upprupnated parsonages, and hii William Petre being then 
patron of the vicarage of Stanton Ilarcourt, it was agreed b\ both, 
that tlie property should be vested for ever in All Souls' college. 
The grant was accordingly made, March 22, 1557 # and oonfinned bj 
quetti Elizabctli, after some reluctance on her part» in oooaeqiienoa of 
the solici t ati on a of warden Uoreden. The rectory of Jjoekingc^ in 
Berkshire, waa annexed to the wardenship by act of parliament in 
1764 ; Qr. Stephen Niblet being then warden, and rector of the aaid 
pariah. 

• He iraa the younger aoo of Jdin ap Reea Wjim of Bodfipddan, 
palenialfy'deaeended firem Hwia ap Kyndellia^ one of the fifteen tribea 
of NorA Walea, whoae hereditary office it was, in the time of the 
British princes, to assist the bishop of Bantror in placini; the crown 
upon the ])rince's head on the day of his couniation, autl to have the 
royal apparel ><]] I lie occasion for his fee. See Additions, ike, tO 
Ath. Oxon. by bij»hup ilumphreys at the end of Uearne'8 Cail Vin- 
diduB^ p. 625. 
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iijcrease their patronage in the presentation to liTings, 
and to improve the succession to fellowships. This is 
one 0f the earliest instanoea of a ]inictioe» which cannot 

be too strongly recommended for general adoption in all 
colleges. 

The more modem benefkcCors, who were principally 

such as contributed to the enlargement of the college, 
an4 particuhirly to the Librabt, will be noticed when 
we come to the description of the Bttildinos. 

Eminent Men. — ^1^'rom the peculiar constitution of 
this college, and the nature of the electiona to fellow* 
ships, it is not so much a e of elementary education 
as of cultivated society. Those who have secured a cer* 
tain degree of academical reputation in other colleges, 
seek in the liberal endowments of a Chichele a fair por> 
Hon of distinction and independence : and among the 
many illustrious persons, who have prosecuted their 
studies within these walls, some names may be selected 
which would add a lustre to any eBtablishment Such 
were Jauies Gold well, bi^liop of Norwich, already men- 
tioned among the benefactors, who died in 1498-9; David 
Pole, the deprived bishop of Peterborougli ; sir William 
Petre, who was secretary of state in lour reifjns, uutl died 
in 1571 ; Dr. Kaye, or Caius, who died in 1572 ; bishop 
Duppa ; Jeremy Taylor ; Gilbert Sheldon, archbishop of 
Canterbury, chancellor and benefactor of the university, 
who was first of Trinity ; Tanner, the antiquary ; and, 

in earlier times, Lynacre and Leland ; tliough the latter 
does not appear to have been a fellow ; sir John Jdason, 
knt. the first lay chancellor of the university, and a privy 
counsellor in four reigns; Sydeiihaui, the celebrated phy- 
sician; sir Christopher Wren, first of Wadham; lord 
chancellor Talbot ; sir William Blackstone, knt. the 
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wdl known judge, elected from Pembroke college ; and 
Reginald Hebeu, bishop of Calcutta; whose luuch- 
lamenled death tCiok place in 1886. 

Many of the wardens of this college highly distin- 
guished themselves in the times in which they lived; 
bat none went through such yidantodes as Dr. John 
Meredith. He was sometime fellow of Eton, of which 
ooU^ he afterward became provost ; rector of Stanford 
Rivers, in Essex, in 1641, and cbaplain to the earl of 
Newburgh : who being chancellor of the duchy of Lan- 
caster bestowed on him the mastmbip of Wigston's 
hospital at Leicester, on the sequestration of the cele- 
brated Chillingworth, 1643-4 ; but the omuipoteot house 
of commons of that day interdicted the appointment. 
He was also deprived of his rectory of Stanford Rivers 
in May following by an arbitrary vote of the house of 
lords. Bnt he lived to be restored to all his preferments 
in 1660, nearly twenty years afterwards, and died in 
1665. His epitaph, which is very classical and compre- 
hensive, is printed by Mr. Gutch, p. 294. 




THE PHESKNT HALL, &C. BEGUN 1739. 
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LIBRARY, &C. ; FROM NKW COLLEGE LANE. 

• 



Buildings. — It appears from the college accounts of 
the first foundation of the buildings, that the materials 
used in their construction were carefully selected, and the 
workmen the best that could be procured. The stone 
was brought from the quarries, not of Heddington only, 
but of Teynton, Sherborn, and Sunningwell. The woods 
of Shotover, Stokewood, or Stowood, Horsham, Eynes- 
ham, Cumner, and Beckley supplied the timber. Out 
of the two latter the archbishop received a present of a 
considerable number of trees from the king and the abbot 
of Abingdon*; the first belonging to the abbot, and the 
last to the king : and it appears, from the bursarial ac- 
counts of 1458, about fifteen years after the founders 
death, that twenty oaks were purchased by the society 
of the prioress of Littlemore, in the month of September 

* ' Pro carriag' de xij arboribus dat' per Regem in parco de Bekley/ 
— Rationar. fundat. * Pro carr' de xx arboribus de dono abbatis de 
Abendon in nemore de Compnore.' Ibid. 

24 c 
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of that 7ear» which came from ForesthillK In the fouilii 
yeir afker the oommenoeiDent of the buildiogs. maaoos 
were hired from London, Norfolk, and Suffolk; thoae 
beiii^ we may conclude, the most skilful in their art ; for 
aevenof them were aoon afterwardaprcaicd into thekiiig^a 
service b)^ a prereiiipLory order from ^V'iudbur, to assist in 
repairing his castle there. 

The additicNis made to the original buildings, paitip 
culariy.in the last century, have heen bo extensive and 
magnificent, as to have produced the assertion that very 
little now remains as left by the founder. This however is 
not strictly true. I'he new buildings are chieily placed be- 
yond the site of the dd: and being connected with them 
on the north side, they furni an entire quadrangle ; where 
there was nothing before except a small obloi^ clmato', 
and some irregular buildings designed at different times 
for tiie habitatioDS of clerks and chaplains^. The 'mean 
building with two bay windows on the site of the.pre- 
sent warden's lodgings,' as described by Mr. Chalmers, 
and to be seen in Loggan's print, it should be also re- 
coUeeted^ formed no part of the foundei'a buildings; 
having been added, according to Wood's statement, ou 

^ Et de xxi sol. Pnorina de Littlemore pro zz qnereiilNis ab ea 
ampCb mens'. sepC*. &c. Compnt. Buns'. 14a8. 

« Some of thM m stated hj Wood to kafo been ' meled aosily 
with the mooies of tiiooi wbo gm towvdi the bnildiag of the 
doiiter la the tune of Hen. VII/ Theae thonelbn conititttted no 
part of the founder^a wodc ; and we are aamred, on the aane an- 
thoritf, that the '*fiur pile of hailding of free atone/ itaadi^g im 
Wood*! time at ihe .farther end of the oommon walki on the nardi- 
east side of the college, which contained two rooms with chambers 
over tlirni, ^^ ;ls not finished till the ycfl'' Itijo ; towards the building of 
which Roger (Hliingham, e)»^ ^omeume clerk* ^ve 250L and the 
collie 200/. more. 



Digitized by Google 



ALL SOULS COLLEGE 



19 



the east side ci those erected in the founder^s time^ bjr 
Dr. HoyedeD, the first married warden, at the eoHege 
charge. In his time also a small piece of grouad was 
added, and oonTerted into a garden, whidi had been the 
site of the Rose inn ; supposed to be the same property 
which was purchased hy sir William Petre» kuL and 
given to the college, he having been ftllow here. Mr* 
Gutch attributes some of these improvementb and addi- 
tions to the exertions of Dr. Warner; who was twice 
dected wardm of this society ; contributions being ob> 
tained by his means from sir William Petre, sir John 
Mason, \mkofp Pole^ &c. who had been formerly feUows: 
but the arms of warden Hoveden, still remaining in a 
room neatly panelled and wainscoted with oak, which 
was formerly the dining-room of the lodgings, attest his 
claim at least to the coiupietion of these improvements**. 
A small study adyoimng, now a separate set of rooms, 
appears to have been furnished with small panels in a 
plainer manner not long afterwards. Wood gives it the 
date of 1606. 

By the statutes of the founder, the warden had only 
two chambers allotted to him; which were those over 
the gateway, mentioned in note^, at the south-eastern 

extremity of the college. These are still in existence, 
and are occupied by a fellow of the eoHego^f the hon. 

d ThflM umft oofre^ood with iSbom in Ednmndton, itid to have 
been granted in 1685. They ate well eeired in oak over the fire- 

place^ on the sinister side, uniformly with those of the collejie on the 
dexter side ; and in the centre are the royal arms of queen Elij^^ubeth, 
\nth the motto ' sempkr kaoem.' This is 'the great diining-room' 
iju iitioruMl in ])r, t'hirla' s will, whicli lie stipulated with the college 
should be given up, together with tiie rooms iitider it, the room over 
(be gate, called 'the great hed-chamber/ and tlie garrets over tlMm, 
to and far ' the tue of the fellows of the said coU^/ 
« jSee die woodoU at the end, p. 33; in which also Br. CUurke't 

C2 
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and iw. Spencer Rodnejr, M. A. who also oooqnea ' the 

great dining-room.' In one of these chambers, now used 
as a bed-room, the brackets which supported an ohluaeljr 
pointed roof may etill be traced. The oak pniiins akog 
the original roof are still visible in some of the old lum- 
ber rooms and garreto in this part of the colkge» amidst 
all the alterations and restorationa which haTe taken 
place in succeediiig times. 

The prindpai £ront» extending aliMig the most con- 
spicuous part of the High street to the length of 194 
feet, the uniformity of which had been much disturbed 
by the occasional removal of the battlements* and the 
substitution of modern windows, has been recently re- 
stored at considerable expense by the society; beung 
iaced with Bath stone throughout, under the superin- 
tendence of Mr. Robertson, the architect of the new 
printing-house. The same has been done also along the 
western front, as far as the chapel wall ; near which an 
elegant doorway was discovered completely walled up^ 
which formerly led to the vestibule of the diapel and to 
the principal quadrangle from Catharine street. Of tliis 
we have given a small woodcut on the opposite page* 

The rule of brevity and compression, which the nature 
of tills work demands, precludes all critical discussion in 
detail of the merits of these modem restorations ; which 
is in the present case the less necessary, because the ac- 
curate view of the whole front by Loggan will suffidentiy 

house, tlie present residence of the wurdens, is seen bevond the old 
lodgings and the eastern trateway ; whilst the foregrouiid exhibits a 
part of warden Hovedin's ^ irden ; thus comhining three distinct 
periods, from the founder's tune to the present. The intermediate 
buildings, whatever they were, the society judiciously consigned to 
I>r. Clarke, on condition that he should aeoure the tmxmaa of hia 
house to the ooU^ £or eFor: whidi wm aoooidiq^y done. 
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declare, on comparison, with what degree of fidelity the 
ardiitect has adhered to the origiiud desigii» and In what 
instauces he has deviated from it. We therefore pass 
to the ezanunatioa of the comixment parts of the col- 
lege, as ereeted at different pmods. 




ANCIENT IH)0BWAY; NOW CLOSBO. 

The Chapel This venerable edifice, not more 

modemused' withm than many other structures of the 
aame Jtfacl, still retains its external character, its general 
elevation and proportions, as it came from the hands of 
the founder. It was erected on the site of St. Thomas's 
hall, and consecrated, as we have already stated, in 
1442^; about two years before the whole or greater part 
of the college was finished'. The original screen was 
constructed at the expense of bishop GoldwelP', some- 
time fellow, who died in 1498 ; having left money for 

' On St. Editba's day, Sept. 16 ; m honour of the fonr fitdien, 
Jeram, Ambrose, Angottme, and Gregory. De modo devote dicendi, 
a». VId. Rat. Pundat. et Stat. The fbnndor died April IS, 1443. 

e Vid. Memorials, p. 12. 

^ This was commemorated by tlie following lines, among others^ 
carved ou the screen in the ancient character : 

* IJJe deo gratus molem banc construxcrat altam, 
Promptus ooUegii nam benef^tor erat.' 

c 3 
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this and other purposes. The interior of the roof was 
ornamented with angels^ &e. eamd in onk. In tbe 
* FBtioiiarium fondationis/ already mentioned, the name 
of Tyliock is preserved as the carver in wood, and that of 
Mawingfaam as a ecoliitor in atoned Over the high altar^ 
embellished chiefly with the monies of the same bishop 
Groidwell, was an image of the holy Trinity richly 
pamted and gilt; with two others of etone^ on a large 
scale, done by Massiugbaui and his pupil, which cost 
e^fht Mlli»g9. The windows were glased at the rate 
of Idil. the square foot. On the celebration of mass 
for the hrst time, in May, 20 Hen. VI, an entertainment 
was given, aocordingto ancient custom, in the choir. In 

the year 1444 archbishop Stratford, the immediate sue- * 
cessor of Ciiichele, granted forty days' indulgence to all 
Christians within his province of Canterborf, who wookl 
visit this chapel^ &c. In 149^ Robert £ste, LL.B. 

i Thomas Steynor occurs in the bumrial accounts of 1458 as a 
painter: ' \%d^ sol. Thome Slfeynor pro pictuim 24 crucium in eeei'ia 
ct ciicA eoffiam.* Ciiapels of laige dimenions were gentnUj tlicii 
dfiMaribedMclivrefaee; ^eoclMUD.' In the tame year we find a ehaige 
of 17d. ftr Ibmr iUaa of velhun (velyn) 'pro tabolk eoribeBdia anper . 
aharibna in ecd'ia.' Tliree windows * at ciiite of wainaooir are men- 
tioned ' in veettbolo.' — ^ et de 2#. 5J« sol. T. B. quarrario pro Ii^fndi* 
bus ad aspersorinm in introita eeeTie.' Ptart of this ' aspersorinm/ or 
basin for holy water, still remains near the entrance to the autechapel, 
ou the soutli side In 1456 we liiid ' 4(i. ^1. ^lo reparatione organ- 
oruui, et curio ad oadcni.' 

^ We may j'ldL^e of tlu' n urn her of visitors from this fart ; thnt 
among the expenses nf the chapel in the year 1457, when the obit of 
the lady Isabella bhottesbrook was celebrated* there ia a charge for 
cnine thousand four hundred wafers.' The sodety appear to have 
pfonded many attractions soon after the founder's time. In the eoou 
pntus of 1451 ia a charge of 6#« for a beryl pnrehaaed in London to 
be fixed in the month of the atatoe of St. Jerom : 'pro nno birillo et 
aptatione cjnadem ad oa ici Jenmimi &§* mL' &e. In tin aane year 
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■oneline Mcyw, left by will 21/. 18#« 4dL for making 
and setting up certain images over the high altar. 
But about ft oentary afterwards all these embdlish* 
xneuts, ELS well as those placed there in the founder's 
time^ were lemoyed as superstitious ; the niches being* 
«8 then usual, filled with stones and mortar, and every 
thing reduced to the puritanical standard of primitive 
aimplicity. Attempts were made about the year 
to paint and beautify the interior hi the style of that 
day, to establish a choir, with an organ, tec. but the 
dvil oommotkms, whidi soon after oommenced, induced 
the college to abandon the design. After the restoration, 
about the year 14^64, Robert Streater, serjeant painter to 
long Charles II, is said to have been employed in re> 
storing and ornamenting the diapel. The princij>al in- 
nvrationa then iatrodooed appear to have been» that the 
ecHhig was made flat in the centre, and eovered with 
painted canvas in square panels. The story of the Ke- 
snnection was also painted by Streater on the bare walls 

over the high altar, where sir James Thomhill's As- 
sumption of the founder now is ; and the two monu- 
ments of wardens Hoveden and Moket, whidi were placed 
against the north and south walls opposite each other, 
before they had rested there half a century, were re- 
moTed into the outer chapel. The old screen of bishop 
Goldwell was removed, and another substituted in its 
place, at the expense of sir William Portman, bart and 
knt. uf the bath, fellow of the college, whose arms 
are seen on the outside. In the inside are the arms of 
the see of Canterbury, impaling those of the founder, 

we find an entry of I'ir/. paid by the bursars far oblatiooft iu Bailiol 
CuU^ej on 6L (Jatiiariue s day, November 25. 

c4 
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eiwigrtfid with a mitie* fliipporten» &e*^ Aboat tbe 

same time also the inner chapel was paved with mar^ 
ble. But ttie interior, as we now behold it, was chiefljr 
fitted up early iu the last eeutory, aeoocding to the 
taste which then prevailed. Dr. Clarke gave the massive 
altar-piece and panelling of marble with two large gilt 
candlesticks, a purple velvet communion cloth, fringed 
with i]fold, &c. Henry Portman, esq. eldest son of sir 
William before mentioned, inoonjuncti(m with Mr. Webb 
and the lion. Henry Dodington Greville, employed sir 
James ThornhiU to execute the greater part of the paint- 
ings : particularly the Assumption of the founder over 
the .altar-piece, in lieu of the Resurrection by Streater ; 
the ceiling, the vases, and tbe whole-length figures be- 
tween the windows; representing tbe firar sainted pa- 
trons of the place, with king Hen. V, archbishop liegi- 
nald Pole, Icing Hen. VI, Chichele^ Thomas duke of 
Clarence, and Humphrey duke of Glocester. With the 
exception of the great west window, executed by Eg- 
gington, the windows were all painted in 'dear obscure* 

by Lovegrove of Marlow. The ' AOli mc taiigere,' which 

adorns the altar, was painted by Kaphael Antonio Mengs 
at Rome; for which he received 800 guineas™. 

Notwithstanding these modern embellishments at dif- 

1 The desij^n of this screen is generally attributed to sir Christopher 
Wren ; but it diflfers from the one preserved among his drawings in 
the libnoj j and the arms of Portman haring the hand of Ukter in 
the canUm nroat be those of the fiither, sod not of his mm, Heniy 
Portman, e^. 

n A benefaction of aome importance is recorded in the epitapli of 
Dr. Raddyfie Hoirord» sometime fellow> who died in 1708, aged 57> 
and was buried in the antediapeL He la said to have beqneatihed to 
tfaeiocietyiheUberalsiiniof50i(MLtabeeipead€d 'innoeOoeniando/ 
but this ia the only mention of it. 



Digitized by Goo^^I 



ALL SOULS COLLEGE. 



85 



ferexit times, it is a gratifying sight to observe how much 
of the origiiial work remains. The stalls and desks of 

the choir, witli the miserereSf containing underneath a 
variety of grotesque carvings* probably by R. Tyllock> 
are in very excellent preservation. Three or four small 
brasses^ the inscriptions on which may be seen in Wood 
ap. Ontcfay p. 895, are still In the antediapel. One near 
the south wall, of which no account is given, except it be 
that for Richard Dobbys, or Thomas Spray^ was probably 
removed before Wood's time. It represented a full leugih 
hgure in the attitude of prayer* with an inscription at the 
feet, and probaUy the emblems erf the four evangelists in 
circular pieces at the angles of the stoue. 1 he slab still 
remains. Wood has preserved an inscription on a farasa 
plate, to the memory of Richard Dobbys, who was junior 
.proctor in the year 1462* and died iu 1465. This was 
removed from the inner chapel, when the new pavement 
was laid down iu 1664. But an ancient niaauscript in 
the coll^ may probably lead us to suqiect, that this slab 
covers the remains of an early benefactor of the college 
Thomas Spi:ay, above-mentioned, who was rector ot the 
church of St. Mary in Romney Marsh, and sdiolar of St. 
George's Hall. He died in 1455, and was buried in this 
diapel by his own desire, Nov. 19, before the altar of 
the holy virgins, Catharine, Margaret, and Magdalene. 
This is expressly said to be near the entrance-door of the 
said chapel; which corresponds exactly with the situation 

A HIb benefccdon, though smaU^ dcaerw to be commemoffated ; 
twelye nlver spoom weighing nine fmnoea, with two books in 

manuscript ; one omtaiiiing the sermonH of the Vicar of St. Mary 

^Magdalene, 2 fol. w ith another called ' Maiiipulus Curatorum,' 2 fol. 
The latttT title often occurii iu the catalogue of Johu Dormer, the 
Oxford boukiseUer in the reign of Henry VUl* 
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of this mutilated and brassless gravestone. The site of 
the attar of the hoLy Thrgiiw^ in the veBlibiile» ia alao thus 

ck-ai l) ascertained, which is now occupied by Dr. Clarke's 

On the norlih waU of the antediapel are the hatdmieiite 

of three preceding wardens ; and among the inscriptioiifi 
OB- Tariona moDimieiitB, ereeted here aiiioe the aooonnta 

of Wood and Gutch were compiled, we select the following 
to the memory of the late warden, bishi^ Legge° : 

KIVAKDO • LWM» 

LL.D. 

GVT.1ELM1 • COMTTIS • DE • DARTMOVTH 
£i ^UANCKSCAE • kATUAKLNAE • VXOKIS £1V& 

FiLio • VATV ' samto 

BT • HVIVS ' OOLUGII • FBR • TNDBaM • VUX • AMlKia- CVKRmi 

VTRO 
▲FVD * SVOS 
ET • IK • HAC * ACADEMTA 
BT* IH-MOCaH 

CVl • MAUMA • CVM • FIDE • GH AVIT aTE • ET • PRVDENTIA " PRABVTr 

OB - PIKTA TKM • VERE • rHI!T5rnANAM 
OB ' VOLVNTATEM • BEVEl'lCAM 

OB • AmMW • DocraniB • ubbbaubvs * menjpm 

BT • 8INGVLAREM • IMPBIMIS • MORVH • SVAVITATEM 

OMNIRVS MFRITO • AC • IVRE • ACrKI'TT ssrMO 
VIXIT • ANN08 • LIX • BiESiSEM ■ I - UlhiS • XVI. 
BT f DECE8SIT • 8EXT0 - CAL. • 7EBBTAB. • AMUO • 8ACBO * MDCXXXXVIL 

The Hall.— The original halK or refectory, ereeted 
by the founder, stood at the east end of the chapel, like 
the ptresent; but in a di£ferent directum*- being placed at 

right angles to it, instead of being in a line with it. In 
the centre was a lofty embattled louvre, or lantern, re* 
aembling an octagonal turret ; being designed both fot 
use and ornament. It remained perfect in Loggaus 
time, as may be seen in his print of this ooU^. 

o This inscription is {ilaced agaiusl iLe east wall oi the auteclmpel, 
on a neat tablet of statuary uiurble siinnouiited by an escutcheon, con- 
tciiiuitg the arms of the see of Oxlord impaled with those of the college 
and of the house oi Dartmouth. 
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The present liaU was begun in the year VJftBf and 
finiehed soon after, partly at the expeme of the aodety, 

and partly from the contributious of some of their former 
membera. Dr. Clarke» from whom the design et^iiuUed, 
and who condncted the whole woric, gave the waineoot 
and chimuey-piece. The decorations of this hall are very 
8{defidid, though the room iteelf ia not of laige dhnen* 

sions. The paiuthigs by sir James Thurnhill are iiiueli ad- 
mired; particularly the three whole»length portraits of 
Chtehele^oolonel Codrington, and sir Nathaniel Lloyd ; the 
latter worthy knight being the donor of tliese portraits. 
On (he wainscot over the chimney, and under the gallery 
at the lower end, are the arms of the College, with those 
of the principal contributors to the new buildings: and 
on the outside waU» between the pinnades of two c£ the 

buttresses. ar(^ the arms of suine other contributors on a 

vast round shield; wliich has a heavy ed'ect in such a 
situation. It was probably deigned to correspond with 
sir Christoplier's celebrated dial over the central window 
of the chapel, which is equally out of place. A statue of 
the oelehrated judge Blackstone was placed at the upper 
end of the hall in the year 1784, which a few years since 
was removed into the antechapel ; where it is still to be 
seen. It is the work of Bacun. 7'here was an arch ori- 
ginally constructed over it, designed by Wyatt. This 
has been taken away, and the wainscot behind the high 
table restored. The expense of the statue, amounting to 
450 guineas, was defrayed from the ' Benefactors' fund/ 
with the assistance of three individuals ; Dr. Buckler, 
subwarden, 50L; Dr. Long, 25/.; and warden Tracey* 
lOCM.: the portrait of the latter, together with many 
others, has been added to the collection by the society. 
The fine bust of the founder by Roubiliac, executed for 
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the library in 1751, is now in the hall» opposite the fire- 
I^aoe; and over the chimn6)r''pieoe has been recently 
placed a bust of bishop Ikbtr, from the Land of Chau- 
trey, copied^ not in his best manner, from the picture of 
the bishop on the adjoining wall. 

The altered situation of the hall occasioned the neces- 
sity of a new kitchen and buttery; which were both 
pknned by Dr. Ckrke. The former kitchen, as rejne- 
sented in Loggau's print, occupied in part the site of the 
present hall. The old buttery, coeval with the rest of 
the founder's buildings, though now disustd, is in good 
preservation ; being arched over, and groined with stone* 
It is in a singular situation ; being immediately under 
the east end of the chapel ; and till lately had a sort o£ 
pordi on the outside^ under which was the descent into 
it by stone stqis. There was also a hatchway, or com- 
mimi cation with the ancient hall, now walled up. In this 
direction, between the chapel and the modem hall, it was 
found practicable and convenient to open a passage into 
the new quadrangle on the north side. 

Th£ North Quaiiranole. — Nothing can exceed 
the astonishing eflect produced by the assemblage of so 
many striking objects as are here blended t(»gether in 
one magnificent, though not harmonious whole. Many 
of the component parts will not bear criticism ; yet who . 
can stay to criticize them? The graduated stages of 
Hawksmoor's diminishing turrets, together with other 
characteristics, exhibit a fantastic air of continental 
gothic ; but they seem to disdain all comparison, and to 
stand iu unrivalled stateliness, challenging our admira- 
tion. The northernmost of these two airing turrets, 
rising majestically from their square perpendicular bases, 
with the staircase adjoiuing, was constructed at the ex- 
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X>en8e of the hon. WiliiaDi bteuart, third fion of James, 
fifth earl of Galloway, commander in chief of the foices 
in Ireland, aud au ancestor of the present lord Stuart de 
Rotheeay. For this purpose he gave the sum of 786^ 
This benefaction is coniniemoi atcd by an inscription in 
firont of the tower, together with his arms above, bear» 
ing the date of 1790. The same date appears on the in- 
scription which records the continuation of the building 
fxcm this part to the library; which was undertaken by 
the memorable Philip, duke of Wharton, who contracted 
with certain architects to complete it for 118^. ; but the 
dnke dying in dreomstances mnch embarrassed, it was 
not without great difficulty and delay that the debt was 
recovered. Of the remainder of this side of the quad^ 
rangle, that part between the south tower and the hall 
was built at the expense of sir Nathaniel Lloyd, knt., as 
the inscriptiofi on it testifies ; who contributed 1200/. td 
the work, in addition to the income of his fellowship, then 
150/. The other bene&ctions amounted to 560/.; the 
earl of Carnarvon, afterwards duke of Cfaandos, and Dr. 
Henry Godolphin, dean of St. Paul's aud provost of 
£ton, whose arms are seen between the two towers, 

being mentioned as conlhbutinf^ that portion of the 
building, including the south tower. The modern arcade 
or piasza on the west side, forming a kind of corridor, 
connecting the chapel with the library, with its gateway 
in the centre, was finished about 1734, at an expense of 
1050/. ; the hon. Dud ington Grevile contributing 750/.; 
the right hon. Henry Boyle, lord Carlton, 100/.; Dr* 
Riehard Hill, 50/. ; Thomas Palmer, esq., 50/. ; and sir 
Peter Mews, knt., 100/. p The ancient cloister, which 

P The arms of the four last mentioned are placed in the spandrels 
of the arclies uudt^r the cupola: those ot Grevile^ being the largest 
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was dertn9«d al that time, ^ngh begun by tlie founder* 

was not finished, according to 'Wood, till about the year 
1491* It extended on the weet side^ in a line with tlie 
cbapel, and on the north as far as the college walka ; 
with wiiicli it commuuicated by a door at tlie eastern ex- 
tremit]r» over which wm, in Wood's time, the anna of 
John Danvers, esq. in stone, impaling those of Btvly cf 
Waterstock. The windows ot the cloister were enriched 
with the arms of beneihetara* and pndiaps of pnmoa 

buried there, in painted glass ; but these were destroyed 
before Wood's time. (See Wood ap. Gutch, pp. 305.) 

The Libsaby. — ^The most important portion of the 
new buildings in the north quadrangle remains to be 
oottsldefed. This is the Libbabt. It oecu^es the whole 
of the north ride of the square ; being about SOO feet in 
length; 30 in breadth, exclusive of the recess, which ia 
90 move» and 40 in height^. It has also a gallery* snr- 

rounding three sides of it ; over which are busts . in 
bronze of some of the most eminent fellows of the col- 
lege, east by sur Henry Cheere» knt., with a vase be- 
tween each. A large statue of the founder by the same 

vmMmtat, with his profile in a medaUion, are over ihe gate ia tke 
iaade ; oonwapoiidiiig with thoee of the fbunder, with s moSkt pn»> 
file» on the oatnde. The view of this north quadrangle in the 
' Oxonia Depicta* of Williains, the best in the whole work, displays 

to grt'at ath aiitage the entire elevation of the three sides, without 
the present western enclosure; an interior \ lo\v of which is giTen in 
another plate. The design engraved in the s;une work, for restoring 
the south front, is below criticism ; though Dt, Clarke left a cuusider- 
able sum for thnt purpose. 

q So Mr. Gutch, in the text of his history, p. 284. But Mr. Chal- 
mers, from the Appendix of that work^ gives the following dimeiu 
sions, taken probably after the bookcaeea were added; 198 in length, 
3^ m faraadth. 61^ in the leoev; the hei^t tha mmd, m. 40 
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artist, vies with JKouhiliac's bust of him now in the 
haU'. 

The exterior was professedly arranged, in the general 
outliiieb after the modd of the diapel on the opposite 
aide ; omitting the mullions in the windows, &c. Sir Na- 
thaniel Lloyd and Dr. Clarke principally superintended 
the progiees of the work. The fouadatioii stone was 
laid June 20,1716; but the whole structure was not 
eompletely finished, as we now see it, till forty years 
afkerwards. 

The society, and mankind at large, are indebted for 
this boilding, and a collection of books valued at 600(tf., 
to the liberality of a fellow of the college, CiiEisTOPHKii 
CoDBiNGTONj esq. He was a native of Barbedoes, bnt 
bom of English parents in 1666, and educated in Eng- 
land. He also died in Barbadoes, and was first interred 
tlMte ; bal his body was afterwards brought to England, 
and deposited witli becoaiiug ijulenmity on the south side 
of the antechapel of this college June 19, 1716. Alaife 
black marUe slab marks the spot, on which is empha- 
tically inscribed the name of ' Codringtox.' An ora- 
tion was delivered on the occasion by Digby Cotes, the 
public orator ; and another on the following day, when 
the foundation-stone of the library was laid, by the cele- 
brated Dr. Young. The sum bequeathed was 10,00Ctf., in 
addition to the books ; and by judicious management of 
the interest accumulating therefrom, the sodeiy were 
enabled to defray the whole expense of building and fur- 
nishing the library as it now stands ; though the whole 
amounted to l8,101iL 5s: They also purchased an estate 

' Bee a imnate Memmt of ^ deeamkmsof tbk lOom, witli a long 
list of tlie bust&y 24 in number, and other particulars, ap. Gutch, 
p. 285. 
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at hewkaar^ the mnual {Nrafits of whidiy about MOL, are 

applied to the purchase of additioual books, occasional 
repairs, &c. 

The old Libreiy is still in existeiiee ; and, though eon- 
verted into au elegant set of rooms, it has been repaired 
and fitted up with a due attentkm to its originai charae^ 
ter by the present occupier, the honourable Charles Au- 
gustus Murray, M second son of the earl of Dimmore. 
Mueh of the pandling^ and earving remates unimpaired; 
which appears to have been done in the reign of queen 
Elizabeth, when the old lodgings of the warden were 
also improved and wainsooted with oak. The ceiling is 
very curious and interesting ; and is continued through 
the partition into a Inmber-ioom beyond; having in dis- 
tinct compartments the royal arms repeated, in plaster of 
Paris, with a rose, a iieur de lis, a portcullis, a harp, and 
for ^Eliaabetharegina,* &e.; the univerrity anna; 
and the arms of the fifteen colleges founded before the 
reign of queen Elizabeth*. 




TJiK WABIIBN*8 I«0DG:N08. 

* Some infeerettiug particulars relating to this ooUige will be found 
in tlie CoUactjneiL Carioaa of Mr. Outdu 
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